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Prefatory Note by the Editor. 




N fubmitting the fecond " Pilgrimage'' of De Guileville 
to the Public, the Editor muft again exprefs her thanks 
to Edward Levien, Efq. M.A., F.S.A. of the Britifh 
Mufeum, for the affiftance he has rendered her through- 
out the work. 

She alfo returns her grateful acknowledgments to the 
Rev. Edward Polehampton, M.A. and the Rev. Thomas S. Polehampton, 
M. A., Fellows of Pembroke Coll. Oxford, who have written a Preface, which 
fhe feels will not only enhance the value of the work by its own intrinfic merit, 
but alfo, by inducing many to mafter the quaint language in which the " Pil- 
grimage'' is written, will lead them to become acquainted with the rich ftore of 
hidden beautie§ that are contained therein. To thofe who have perufed the 
Memoir, in which they have recorded a brother's fincere endurance even unto 
death, as exemplified in his minifterial labours as a true fbldier of the Crofs, 
their names may be an additional encouragement to ftudy the following 
pages, in which the fame blefled courfe is fhadowed forth in the writings of 
an ancient Chronicler, manifeftly witneffing that, in every age, thoughtful and 
loving minds have recognized the fad that happinefs in its higheft degree 
confifts in that finglenefs of heart and devotednefs to Chrift, which cannot 
be more lucidly and, at the fame time, more beautifully exprefled, than in 
the following paflage of the late Sir Humphrey Davy : " I envy no quality 
of the mind or intelleft in others ; not genius, power, wit, or fancy ; but, 
if I could choofe what would be moft delightful to me, and, I believe, moft 
ufeful, I ftiould prefer * a firm religious belief to every other bleffing : it 
makes life a difcipline of goodnefs; creates new hopes, when all earthly 
hopes vanifh, and throws over the decay — the deftruftion of exiftence — the 
moft gorgeous of all lights ; awakens life even in death, and from corruption 
and decay calls up beauty and divinity, making torture and forrow the means 
of afcent to Paradife." 
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Advertifement to the Reader. 



|HIS tranflation of the " Pylgremage of the Sowle" was made from the 
French, with additions, in the year 1413. The tranflator, or at leaft the 
author of the " additions,*' (which conilft of poetry in feven-lined ftanzas,) 
was in all probability Lydgate j for the 34th chapter of Lydgate's metrical 
** Life of the Virgin Mary" is literally repeated in the 34th chapter of this tranflation 
of " The Charter of Mercy." 

The parts omitted in the prefent volume relate entirely to Mariolatry or the worfhip 
and adoration of the Virgin Mary, as an intercefibr with God for mankind, and contain 
quaint defcriptions of purgatory and abftrufe metaphyfical do£lrine.s, which it was felt 
could neither be of acfvantage nor intereft to the general reader. 

The Editor is indebted to friends for facfimiles of the drawings which have been 
copied from the originals, and lithographed by Mr. Vincent Brooks. Thofe in colour 
being from the illuminated MS. tranflation in the Britilb Mufeum (Egerton 615], and 
thofe in block printing from the profe French edition of the '^ Pylgremage of the Sowle, 
printed by Verard, at Paris, in 1499. 
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Preface. 




rWO feelings arc there very natural to man — two errors, 
into which he is apt to fall. The firft is the love of this 
world, in which, finding many pleafant things, he fancies he 
is ever to remain : the other is the defire to know more of 
' the future life, in which, in his moments of calmer and 
deeper thought, he feels that he muft foon be, and of the 
nature of which fo little has been revealed. From the latter of the two 
arifes the fondneis for fuch works as this volume contains. Five hundred 
years ago, we have reafbn to fuppofe, they who read, loved much to read the 
following ftrange pages. The ground on which they flood was uncertain : 
they would try the promife of that which was before them. Here and 
there, in the curtained flillnefs of their chambers, lay a Body — but a few days 
ago full of life, bright with beauty, ready for aftion : — now filent and ftill ; 
cold and waxen to the touch ; more lovely perchance in features, but ever the 
fame ; no thought beaming from its clofed eyes ; no pride, or gentlenefs, or 
love hovering about its lips : no eagemefs lifting the hand or haftening the 
foot. '* Life and thought here no longer dwell.*'* " Where is the Soul," 
they alk, " which lately animated this motionlefs figure ? To what lands has 
" it fled ? With what companions holds it converfe ? What fears or hopes, 
*' what joys or forrows does it feel ? 'Tis faid that it has to give account of 
** all that it and the Body thought and faid and did together. If, as we be- 
*' lieve, thb be true, but the day of that account be not yet come, what does 
" it, what fhall it do, where does it fleep, or whither does it wander during 
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*' thofe years, which muft complete their courfe, ere the dread trumpet fliall 
" found and call it to the Affize ? " In fome fuch way probably they of the 
13th Century would queftion their teachers or their own minds. And, if the 
anfwer came fomewhat dark, fomewhat fanciful, who fhall wonder ? Do not 
we experience the fame longing ? Do not our teachers fometimes return the 
fame doubtful anfwer ? And yet are we not, as it were, fpell-bound by what 
we learn ? Have not the replies, which thoughtful men among us return to 
our queftionings, fomething of the fame myfterious charm which hung about 
the oracles and fages of long-forgotten days ? There is furely in our nature, 
and far more in our renewed than in our unrenewed nature, a defire, 
which religion checks, but does not extinguifh, of looking beyond the 
veil which parts the feen from the unfeen. Time hurries on, and fome 
minds among us open as the years advance, but not all. Here and there a 
mafter-fpirit, after much apparently fruitlefs toil, in a bright moment ftays 
and follows out a thought, and thence come improvements in fcience or in 
art, for which the world has long been waiting, without knowing its want : 
and foon the whole face of things is changed. Men are enabled to pafs to 
and fro at a fpeed which their grandfires would have deemed fabulous : a new 
agent, akin to the lightning of heaven, and more wondrous in its powers than 
the tongue itfelf, flafhes their thoughts from continent to continent ; day after 
day brings forth, as from an inexhauftible ftorehoufe, the means of recruiting 
or prolonging life, and fearful engines for its deftruftion. So far as the con- 
nexion of foul and body in this life is concerned, thefe things, and fuch as 
thefe, expand the minds of the educated clafles, and indireftly perhaps, to fome 
extent, thofe of the uneducated alfo ; but yet the knowledge of all alike is 
bounded by the day of Death. 

Since the laft drop of ink dried on the pages of the Apocalypfe, the veil 
between the feen and the unfeen worlds has been no further drawn afide. 
The Beloved Difciple's chamber in Patmos held as much knowledge of the 
future as the moft learned halls of our Englifh Univerfities hold now. St. 
John was allowed to fee more than any one of mortals before or fince, and 
what he faw he was bidden to write in a Book ; but what is it ? Of infinite 
beauty, and importance fo great that a heavenly bleffing is attached to its 
prayerful and reverential ftudy : but it is limited to a few points : making 
clear the final refults to which our deeds here will lead : fhowing us, with the 
fimple majefty of infpired language, the Angels flying forth from Heaven to 
fummon all fouls to judgment, and to feal the Redeemed with the Seal of 
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God ; the Judge on His Throne ; the binding of Satan ; the fate of thofe 
who fhall have died in his accurfed fervice : but the (pace between death and 
judgment was left dark by St. John, and is dark ftilU His eye was not 
fufFered to trace, nor may the eye of the holieft or the moft learned trace now 
the flight of any difembodied {pirit. We know fomething of what the Souls 
are while in the Body, and much of what they fhall be after the laft Great Day : 
but the cloud is over all the reft ; and it will hang there impenetrable, till be- 
fore the Brightnefs of Chrift's Prefence it fliall remove, when He comes in 
His glory. 

Of courfe, even the Faithful, humbly though they bow to the will of Him 
who has veiled and alone can unveil the future, muft ever and anon defire to 
look into the ftate which fhall be theirs when the burden of the flefh is laid 
afide. Death, I know, fhall remove me from the ftate in which I now am : 
if the Bible were filent, all within me fays there is another ftate to follow ; and 
what this is I muft wifh to know. We, however, who, by inheritance, as 
well as by our own happy experience, have learnt the value of the Bible, will 
not go beyond its plain teaching, or the unforced inferences which follow 
from it. De Guileville was not fo held back. It feemed his duty to weave 
into his ftory of the " Pylgremage of the Sowle" the legends of his branch of 
the Church. And while we, living in times when the Book of God may be 
in the hands of all, and is thought worthy of the deepeft ftudy of the moft 
learned of every rank, cannot but judge that much of what he wrote is 
unwarranted by Scripture, we cannot help feeling that fo ferious and earneft 
a book as that, which we here refcue from forgetfulnefs, told to our fathers 
and may tell to ourfelves many a leflbn, to which if we attend, we fhall be 
{adder perhaps, but certainly wifer, and better, and more careful Chriftians. 
For aught we are told in holy Scripture, much of what he defcribes may be 
our lot after we have yielded to death. We cannot but walk to fbme extent 
in darknefs. That " the fouls of the Righteous are in the Hand of God, 
and there fhall no torment touch them," we know. They are fafe, and we need 
know no more. That we too may be fefe, if we caft ourfelves on the mercy 
of the Almighty and follow His commands, while we live here, with loving 
diligence, we are afTured alfo ; and any further fpeculations muft be reftrained 
within a reverent limit. But what wonder if, when ingenious men have 
dreamed and recorded their dreamings about the foul, fimpler minds in all 
ages, no lefs deeply interefted in the fubjedl, fhould read of their vifions with 
eagernefs ? Marvels muft always attradt children : and are we not all children 
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in our knowledge of thefe topics ? The twilight in which the early Chriftians 
walked was twilight ftill in the days of De Guileville ; its fhadows were un- 
removed in the time of John Bunyan : and, if we are nearer to the dawn, the 
difference is, as yet, fcarcely perceptible. 

Of late years it feems that John Bunyan's works have come into more 
notice than for fometime they had received. The caufe of this we need not 
inquire ; but one of the refults has been that thofe writings from which he 
may have borrowed have met alfo with more attention. The prefent reprint 
is a continuation of a work on which it has with much reafon been fuppofed 
that the " Pilgrim's Progrefs" was bafed, viz. " The Booke of the Pylgrym- 
age of Man," publifhed by Mr. Pickering in 1858. There are between 
the work of John Bunyan and the earlier work of De Guileville many points 
of refemblance. But Bunyan, wifely perhaps, flopped fhort at the Death of 
his Pilgrims ; telling, indeed, how they were led by the Shining Ones, who 
received them beyond the River, to the Gate of Heaven, but paffing over in 
lilence the intermediate flate. De Guileville, however, living at an earlier 
period and in the Romifh Communion, is reflrained by no fuch fcruples. He 
does not hefitate to anfwer that queflion, which mufl have occurred to many, 
" What is the Soul doing between the moment of its departure from the body, 
" and the final Judgment ? " Or again, the queflion, " Is there any previous 
" Judgment ? " His reply to the latter queflion, on which the Bible is 
wholly filent, is, of courfe, mere fancy ; but in his anfwer to the former there 
is enough of truth to fix the attention of thoughtful readers, and to deferve it 
as well. He writes in a reverent manner, and, if he adds to Scripture, he 
may certainly be acquitted of all charges of wrefling or obfcuring the real 
Gofpel. 

A brief fketch of this and the former work will, we think, eflablifh this 
aflertion, and at the fame time enable us to draw attention to a few of the 
more flriking and beautiful pafTages. 

The Pilgrim, like Bunyan's ChriJUan, having being allowed a glimpfe of 
the wondrous beauty of the Celeflial City, defires to take his journey thither 
ward. While he is meditating how to proceed, he is accofled by " a lady of 
ful gret fFayrnefTe," named Grace-DieUy who afks him why he " wepyth ; *' and 
on his anfwering that it is becaufe he knows not how he may reach heaven, 
fhe fays : — 

" To pylgrymes day and night 
" I enlumine and give light 
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" To all pylgrymes in ther way 

" As well in dyrknefle as be day 

« « « « 

" And fo thow fhalt me call in dede 
" Whan thow haft on to me nede 
" And that fhall be ful ofFte fythe 
" That I may my power kythe 
" Telpe the in thy pylgrymage 

For fynally in thy vyage 

As thow goft to that cyte 
" Thou fhalt have offte adverfyte 
" Wych thow mayft nat in no degre 
" Pafle nor endure withoute me 
'^ Nor that cyte never atteyne 
" Thogh thow ever do thy peyne 
" Withoute that I thy guyde be." 

We have here the firft grand truth of the Gofpel, that in every ftep of the 
Chriftian's pilgrimage the grace of God muft be his guide. She tells him 
next that he muft enter the Church of Chrift by the way of Baptifm— ^ 

« For other weye is ther noon 
" To Jerufalem for to goon.'* 

And through this pafled once the King Himfelf, to 

** Schewe example by Hys grace 
" How other folkys fliolde pafle.'* 
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When therefore he has been, after fome difficulty, perfuaded of the neceflity 
of Baptifm, he is taken by his Advocate (who correfponds with our Sponfors) 
to the Official of the Houfe of Grace-Dieu^ and with the facred words dedi- 
cated to the fervice of the Moft High. 

*' And from me now ys taken al . 
** By thys ylke offycyal, 
*^ He hath my clothys fro me rauht 
" And thre tyme he hath me kauht 
" And in the ryver plonged me 
" Croflyd as men myghte fee." 
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[With this paflage it may be interefting to compare one by the great 
Chriftian poet of our own day in his " Lyra Innocentium," page i. 

" Once in His Name, who made thee, 
" Once in His Name, who died for thee, 
" Once in His Name, who lives to aid thee. 
We plunge thee in Love's boundlefs fea. 
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" Chriftian, dear child, we call thee, 
" Threefold the bath, the Name is one ; 
" Henceforth no evil dream befall thee, 
" Now is thy heavenly reft begun. 

" Yet in fharp hours of trial 

The mighty feal muft needs be proved ; 

Dread fpirits wait in ftern efpial : 
" But name thou ftill the Name beloved."] 

Grace-Dieu then ftiows the Pilgrim many wonderful things, fuch as Bun- 
yan reprefents Chriftian feeing in the houfe of the " Interpreter," and warns 
him that, if he is to enter the Celeftial City, it muft be " through much tri- 
bulation." Finally, (for, as thefe points have been noticed in the volume 
already publiftied, we need not ftay to refer to them again,) having pafled 
through life befet with dangers and trials and fbrrows, the Pilgrim meets with 
Old Agdy Infirmity y and Death, And this brings us to the prefent volume. 
In the few profe quotations which we purpofe making, we fhall, for the fake 
of convenience, adopt the modern (pelling ; and we fhall touch upon thofe 
points chiefly which may fhow the excellencies of our Author, while we defire 
our readers to believe that we are fully alive, as we would have them alfo be, 
to what we hold to be his unauthorized additions to the iimplicity of the 
Bible. 

Great prominence is given by De Guileville to the doftrines of " Guardian 
Angels," " The Perfonality of Satan," " Purgatory," and a " Previous Judg- 
ment." And though fbme of thefe are, to fay the leaft, queftionable doc- 
trines, we would mention alfo, as efpecially infifted on by him, the teaching 
that no outward privileges can avail without inward holinefe ; that the con- 
ftant prefence of Grace-Dieu is indifpenfably necefTary ; and that they only 
who have in humility and eameftnefs and oft-renewed penitence ftriven againft 
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fin, are of a certainty faved by the unwearied mercy of God through Chrift. 
Notice, too, how he repeats emphatically that " not by works of righteouf- 
nefs, which we have done, but according to His mercy He hath faved us :" 
that our bell ads weigh nothing againft our natural vilenefs, but that the 
charter purchafed by Mercy in Heaven is accepted againft all the claims of 
Satan. 

We have firft the Soul, which, at the clofe of the poem of the " Pylgry- 
mage of Man," Death had fet free, rifing from the earth. " Methought that 
" I had long time travailed towards the Holy City of Jerufalem, and that I 
" had made an end and fully finifhed my flelhly pilgrimage. Then came 
cruel Death and fmote me with his venomous dart, through which ftroke 
body and foul were parted afunder. And fo anon I felt myfelf lift up into 
the air, feeing myfelf departed from my foul body ; which when I beheld 
lying all dead without any moving, feemed to me fo foul and horrible, that 
had I not right late before iflued therefrorti, I would not have fuppofed 
" that ever it had been mine. Then came there to this body the noble 
" worthy lady Dame Mifericorde and covered it, lapping it in a clean linen 
" cloth ; and fo full honeftly laid it in the earth." How beautiful here is the 
perfonification of Mercy employed in paying the laft reverent rites to the 
lifelefs body ! But we follow the Soul. Immediately Satan claims it as his 
own. He has long waited for it, he fays ; and it has now loft that Lady that 
was its helper and counfellor. Dame Grace-Dieu. In awful fear the poor Soul 
would have been " grievoufly difcomforted," had it not feen a " fayre yong- 
ling" approaching, its guardian Angel. He, remonftrating with Satan, 
infifts that the queftion be laid before Michael, the Provoft of Heaven. 
" But," rejoins Satan, " this foul, though it was baptized, afterwards wilfully 
finned and is mine of right. And as to Michael, thou doft me open wrong 
for to afiiign me a judge, that is and ever hath been my capital enemy, 
" Michael, that drove me out of heaven." The Angel, however, maintaining 
that all fouls muft be tried by Michael, " For the Judge is of the Sovereign 
King aflSigned to that office, not for this pilgrim only, but generally for all," 
the three together wend their way to his court. There find they many other 
fouls in like cafe, each attended by its guardian Angel, and its accufing Sa- 
thanas. The Angels go within the veil ; the Souls and the Evil Spirits remain 
without. Then the Devils make great complaint of the mercy fhown to the 
Souls ; efpecially of the faft that each has its guardian. *' There is none fo 
" caitiflF pilgrim that he hath not affigned him a warden the hour of his 
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" birth, the which at all times after is continually abiding with him to keep 
" him and defend him from our hands, and fpecially from the time that he 
" is wafhen in the fait lye, which is ordained and devifed by Grace-DieUy that 
" ever hath been our enemy." (Page 6.) 

The Judgment being finally fet, Michael being the Judge, and the Cherubim 
with Juftice and Mercy his Afleflbrs, and " for the Gentiles, St. George ; for 
" clerks, St. Nicolas ; for hermits and folitary men, St. Anthony ; St. Benet 
" for monks ; for wedded folk, St. Paul ; for widows, St. Anne ; for maidens 
" and young women, St. Catharine ;" the Guardian Angel prefents this Soul 
to the Judge ; and, " Of this," he fays, " I will bear him good record, that he 
has clearly kept his belief to this laft end, nor ever has he laid afide his 
fcrip or his burdon, as becometh a good pilgrim." But Satan anfwers, 
Truly it availeth not to pafe the water, nor to be wafhed therein, without 
he keep him afterwards in cleannefs and honefty. This pilgrim was waftied 
" without his own accord, and fince he came to years of difcretion, this 
" waftiing he hath difallowed. He bears in his face the mark of deadly 
" wilful fin. This wafhing rather caufeth him to be judged to our company 
" than if he had not been waflied. The more gifts, the more grace ; the 
" greater wages, the higher eftate ; the more worthy and noble office that a 
man receiveth of his lord and king, the more he ofFendeth and the more 
pain he deferves, if he be falfe and traitor to his lord." (Pages 9, 10.) 
The Soul, being bidden to defend itfelf, throws itfelf wholly on the 
Judge's mercy, knowing it has no merit to plead. It knoweth not whither 
to look for any advocate but Jefus, for in life it had ferved no faint in fpecial 
to whom it might turn itfelf; this, therefore, is its piteous complaint : — 
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" To Thee, Jefu, the Son of God above, 
" That were of Mary, veray mayd, bore, 
" In veray flefhe and bloode for man's love — 

To Thee will I appealen now byfore ! 

Syth Thou art veray man and furthermore 
" Our brother, and a parte of oure kinde. 

Good ryght it is that we Thy favour finde. 
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" For footli it is where finne and wretchedneflfe 
^' Aboundeth moft, there needeth moft of grace 
" To thofe that afken Thee forgivenefle : 
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It fitteth Thee not to wyre away Thy face ; 
Thy charity will clayme there his place." 
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yuftice then rifes and fays, that " repentance nor prayer may have no 
place in this court ;'* and while the Judge again bids the Soul (peak on its 
own behalf, Satan interrupts and calls Confcience to witnefs. Conjcience then 
profefles to know the innermoft thoughts, and fays that he often warned and 
would have reftrained the Soul. And he reminds it that had it kept the 
Image, in which it was created, he could not have accufed it : but it has 
finned and can no longer take exception to any accufer. Again Juftice pleads 
againfl it : Ihe reminds it of all Grace-Dieu had faid and written to it : how 
ftie had warned it of the fuddennefs with which Death would come, and of 
the danger of flumber and floth : how neither the heat of youth nor the weak- 
nefs of age may be its excufe : how fhe urged it to look on to the laft day. 

** Alas ! what thinkeft thou ? what wilt thou fay. 
Upon that day of anger and of dread. 
Unto the high Judge, who fits Sovereign ? 
What doft thou, man ? why takeft thou no heed ? " 

Juftice is followed by Reajoriy and Satan again demands judgment : then 
Mercy pleads for the Soul in the name of Jefus Chrift : and when its good 
deeds and its deferts have been placed in one fcale, and in the other its fins 
and Satan's claims, and the latter have prevailed, Mercy flies to heaven and 
brings down a charter of pardon fealed with the Redeemer's blood ; this being 
placed in the lighter fcale, caufes the other immediately to kick the beam. 
And fo it is refolved that the Soul fliall go to Purgatory, and when its foul- 
nefs has been burnt away in the fires, ftiall at length be admitted to eternal 
blifs. 

In the fecond portion of the Book, in which very much of Romifli fable 
is mixed up with truth, is a beautiful fong of redeemed faints, and a fearful 
defcription of the final leading away to torment of damned fouls. The latter 
may well be compared with John Bunyan's ftory of the loft, who were carried 
to the door in the fide of the hill. 

Not the leaft inftruftive chapters are thofe which contain the dialogue 
between the Body and the Soul, in which each bitterly accufes the other of 
being the caufe of the forrows that it fuflFers. Here we are reminded of the 
Apoftle's words : " I keep under my body and bring it into fubjeftion." The 
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Soul was ever intended to be the mafter, and if it fufFer the Body, by undue 
compliance with its fuggeftions, to drag it down to fin, it may not complain 
if it bear it alfo into hell. But, " Ye that be predeftinate to falvation," fays 
the Angel, " and fhall hereafter be rejoined as friends, ye ought not to ftrive, 
" but ye fhould be of accord." " Then my foul body began to hold him ftiU, 
and fpake no word. And I aUb held my peace, and would no more fay, 
fave only that I bade him adieu ; ' and God grant,* quoth I, * that I may 
" be with thee hereafter in the fovereign joy.' " 

In the Fifth Book, the whole of which will be found exceedingly beautiful, 
is related how the Soul after purgatory is led by its Guardian Angel to heaven. 
" Now," fays the Angel, " fhall I lead thee thither, for I have leave of the 
" Provofl and all his afTefTors, that there be prefent with him. For now be 
Mifericorde and Jufiice accorded together ; and fo be as well Reajoriy Truths 
and Equity y without gainfaying ; all they be one and of one will." 
We would particularly draw the reader's attention to the flory of the 
larks (page 69) who fang in the air, "nothing elfe faying but ever, ' Jefu, Jefu !' 
" Thefe be the birds that God Almighty made to that intent, that mortal folk 
" fhould take their example. Thefe be called larks, which in Latin have the 
name of praifing and worfhipping, and be called * alaudas,' not without 
caufe. For why ? They rife and mount far from the earth, and fpread their 
wings, praifing God with their merry fong, and all their difport and play is 
to fing, * Jefu !' " 

The analyfis we have given of this " Book of the Pylgrymage of the 
Sowle" will, we hope, lead fome to read the book itfelf, and we venture 
to promife them much pleafure, more than equal to the pains they may take 
in maflering the language. There is much, no doubt, of what is childifh, 
and fome which is unfound ; but there is much alfo of deeply important 
truth, conveyed in words of beautiful fimplicity ; and if we may turn the 
quaint lines of George Herbert a little from their original purpofe, we would 

fay — 

" Do not grudge 
" To pick out treafures from an earthen pot." 
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We can perhaps fcarcely eflimate the influence for good which De Guile- 
ville's works had in their time, whether in the original, or in the tranflations, 
nor tell how much of earneft fcriptural teaching they may have carried into 
the homes of our anceflors. Many an unfleady foul may have trembled as it 



Preface. 

read the accufations of Satan or of Conjcience^ the ftern demands of Jufticey 
or the fentence of the Judge, which, if here reprefented as being pronounced 
at too early a ftage, is none the lefs a fentence in accordance with truth on 
the wilful and impenitent ; and many a fearful foul may have been cheered 
and comforted by the gentle fayings of Grace-Dieu or Dame Mijericorde. It 
may be fo ftill. We, who live in an age when books abound on every 
fubjeft, may in this volume fee fome familiar truth put in (to us) a new light, 
and clothed in a garb more attractive than any in which it has before been 
prefented ; and, however all this may be, we fhall not do amife in offering 
from our hearts the modeft, charitable, earneft prayer of our Author : " Now, 
" Jefu, give me grace for to come to the truth of this blifs, whereof I have 
" dreamed, fo that I may here deferve for to have it perfeftly without end ! 
" And fo may He do to all thofe that goodly and benignly expound my 
" adventurous dream, and goodly correft where it needeth ought to be added 
" or withdrawn." He, like Bunyan, " awoke, and behold it was a dream." 
If we live as they advife, we ftiall awake with them hereafter, and the joy 
they fo reverently and beautifully defcribe ftiall be no dream, but an unfading 
reality. 
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Incipit Liber Primus. 

Here begynneth the book of the pylgremage of the fowle 
late tranflated oute of Frenfshe in to Englyfshe. 

Firjlty how thefowk departyth fre the hody ; and how thefiwkftnd ajfayleih ihefawU, 

» S I laye in a Scynt laurence nyght flepynge in my bedde, me befelle 
a full mcnieylous dreme, which I Ihail reherce. Me thought that 
I had longe tymc trauayled toward the holy Cyte of Jeniralcm, and 
that I had made an ende and fully iynyfhed my flefhely pylgremage j 
fo that I myght no further trauaylcvpon myfoote,butnedesmuAe 
leue behynde my flefshely careyne, Thenne come cruel dethe, and 
fmote me with his venemous darte ; thorugh whiche ftroke bodye 
and fowle were parlyd afonder. And foo anone I felt my felf lyft vp in to the eyer, 
fcying my fclf departed fro my fowle bodye j whiche, whan I byhcldc lyeng al dedc 
withouten ony mouyng, femyd me fo fowle and horryble, that, had I nought lyght late 
ther byfore yffucd ther fro, I wold nought haue fuppofed that cuer it had ben myn. 
Thenne come ther to this body the noble worthy lady dame Mifericord, and kevered it, 
lappyng (it) in a clene lynnen clothe ; and fo ful honeftly leidc it in the erthe. I lawc 
alfo the Auterer, that clcpyd is dame prayer, how that (he fped hyr to heuen ward, 
wonder hafleley bifbre me, for to byfeke the Ibverayne lord of grace and of mercy — for 
no doute I had ful huge meftier ther of— for why the fowle horrible Sathanas I (awe 
comyng to ward me fill cruelly manacying me and feying in this wife : 

[ HAVE here long tyme abyden the, and piiuely for the leyn in awayte, Too is 
' it now befalle that I haue not failed of my purpos ; for now art thou taken 
f with me, and now mufl thou wende in to myne habitacyon, condempnyd by 
ryght wis judgement of the foueraync Juge : for now haft thou lofte that lady that was 
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thyne helper and thyn counfeillour, Dame grace de dieu ; hit avayleth the nought for to 
loke after hyr. Now arte thou myn pryfonner. Cafte doune thy fcrippe and thy burdon, 
for al thy pilgremage is comen to a jape. Thou (halt ful fone be brought in fuch a cage, 
where thou fhalt no talent have to laugh, ne to fynge ; but wel myght thou wel fay, 
' Alias ! why, and to what purpoos had god formed me for to ben encombred with foo 
moche mefchyef ?' " And whan I this fawe and herde, ful greuouily hadde I be dif- 
comfortyd, hadde I nought fene a fayr Yonglyng of ful huge beaute, that me alwey 
cofteyed. 

And at the lafte he neyhed me, and fone I apperceyued his peribne and his ofiyce. 
He began to fpeke, and fayd to this Sathanas, " Thy malyce," quod he, " and thy 
curfydnefle is ever preft and redy for to tarye and dyfeve fymple fowles, with whiche 
thou haft nought at al to medle ne entermete ; but wonder wyckedly woldeft thou trete 
them, yf foo were that no wyght wold help them ne defende. Flee thy weye faft ! and goo, 
clay me thy ryght in other place, for with this fowle thou fhalt nought have to medle." 
Then fayd this Sathanas with a defpytous chere : — ^^ Flee thou faft hennes," quod he, ** for 
thou haft nought to withfaye me of pylgryms that myfgoyn, which by theyr owne myf- 
gouvernance forlettyth the ryght way of vertu, and take my wey. I ne clay me nought 
ther thy ryght is ; no more ne clayme thou ther myn is ! for what time that the fouerayne 
kynge had banyfshed me oute of his blysful prefence, and caft me doune in to this myfery 
and mefcheuous eftate, that I now am ynne, he gafe me thenne lycence at the lefte ; he 
hath me fufFred to doo moche thyng to engendre, and to portreye fygures to my re- 
femblaunce, the which I clepe myn own creatures ; as enuye, Trefon, and fuch other 
with all the generacyon of thefe old vyces that walkyn by the world in my name for to 
lette pilgryms of theyr weye. 

" And now have I done fo moche that the multytude of my generacyon is grete, 
and every day encrecynge. 

** Wherfor, it muft nedes come to that ende, that no pylgrym efcape, that he ne 
fhal be fnarlyd in my trappe ; and al they muft pafle by me, and namely they that wyl- 
fully foruoyen, as this hath done, whiche that I clayme as for my pryfoner. For he ne 
couthe ever gone other than wrong wey, this woteft thow wel thy felf; he neuer byleuyd 
the of no thyng, ne dyde by thy confeyl, but alwey enforcyd hym for to do that was to 
thy dyfplefyng fyth the tyme that thou fyrfte took hym, and the charge of hys govern- 
aunce. Thac was the tyme whan thou faweft fyrfte pafTe the water for to come in to 
the hous of grace dieu, where that fhe gaf hym many fair gyftes ; there, where thou thy 
felf fpecially affigned for to withdrawe hym by thy good counfeil fro all maner of euyl, 
and for to defende hym fro my handes. And alfo be it that thou haft done thy labour 
and befinefTe, he couthe the neuer thanck. This woteft thou wel thy felf. Ne neuer 
he ne fctte by the, ne dide the reuerence, ne lefte his fowle luftes in priue, ne aperte, 
bycaufe of thy prefence. I wote neuer why thou defendift hym ! hit femeth me folye ; 
thou haft no caufe thereto ! Lete me alone therfore, to do that my ryght is \ for nothing 
fkilfuUy may lette me therof.' 
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CAPITULO IR» 

How the Angel wardeyn of the Sowle defendith fro the fendU malice. 

HIS yongling anfwerd than, and faide, '^ I have wel and pleynly herd and 
vnderftonde thy wordys, and wel I wote that there neuer was of thcfe, ne of 
none other, no malyce purpoofyd, ne perfourmed, but only thurgh thy 
wykkednefs ; and yf thou haddeft ony good conne, fuch maner of malyce had neuer be 
purpofyd." " How myzt thou fay," quod he, " that I ne couth no good, fith that the 
prophete preyfeth me fo moche that he fayde I was ful of wyfedom, and of beaute ? Yf 
I was ful of wyfedome, how was I vnconnyng as thou feyft, was caufe of al mefchyef ? " 
To this anfwerd this yonglyng, (myn Aungel,) " Thefe wordes," quod he, "whiche 
were (ayd of the prophete Yfaye apperteyneth to thy mayfter Lucyfer ; but he, and his 
mynyfteres ben one in efFeft. Wherfor I admytte thefe wordys feyd to the, and I 
graunt wel that thou were ful of wyfedom as the prophete feyth, and yet coutheft thou 
no good. But thou were of thylke that he fpekyth of elles were, and feith ' Sapientes 
funt vt faciant mala^ bonum autemfacere nefcierunt,^ Thou and thy feloufhyp were wyfe 
ynowe, ye, veray ful of wyfedom, for to done euyl thynges, but good thynges couthe ye 
neuer doo : for wyfedom is taken there but for an abylyte of connyng ; whiche abylyte 
is indyfferent to good and to euyl : and thow applyedeft thyne abylyte to the werfe 
partye, and (bo coutheft thou neuer good, but moche malyce and wyckednes, and fo thou 
techeft other ; fo that had nougt thy curfyd wyfedom be, then had neuer malyce be pur- 
pofyd. For veray fothe it is, that the performyng of malyce ftandyth nought in thy 
power, but only in goddes fuiFraunce ; but the purpofyng of malyce is thyne owne pro- 
perte, whiche God ne oweth not of ryght to byreuen the. Soo thenne, thow byfyeft the, 
after thy propyrte, to purpofe malyce, and for to torne good purpoos in to euyl ; and fo 
haft thou done alwey (yth thou bygan. So is that curfed nombre encrecyd, which thou 
clepeft thy creatures ; that is, the curiyd multitude of fynnes accurfyd of the fouerayne 
creatour that feyth, ' Maledt6la creatura eorum^ quia inutilis — accurfyd be the crea- 
ture of them for it is vnprofytable/ And fo, yf that my pylgrim hath ought done 
that is vnprofytable, that is by the and of thyne excytyng, in that thou haft fteryd agenft 
hym all that curfyd company. Nought fo that I purpofe ne enforce ne nought for to 
excufehym of al,ne for to mayntene hym in ony maner errour. But as touchyng that, 
I wil bringe hym bifore Mychael the prouoft of heuene to whome I wyl prefente hym 
as faft. And if thou canft ought alledgen that may ben ageynft hym, wherby thou 
woldeft clayme hym for thy pryfoner, come feft before the Juge, and he (hal do the 
ryght : for I my felf am no Juge for to doo Juftyce, but only I am Wardeyn of this 
pilgrim for to gouerne hym, and kepen in to the ende of Jiigement." Thenne faid this 
Sathanas, " now certaynly," quod he, " thou doft me open wrong for to aflygne me a 
Juge that is, and euer hath ben my capital enemy — Michael that drofe me out of heuene. 
And wel it femeth that thou purpoofift vtterly to byreue me my praye, with wrong, and 
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to mayntene hym in his errour, fithe thou affigneft a juge that is nought indifferent, but 
frend to your partye." " Of this," quod this Angel, " I doo the no wrong, for the Juge 
is of the fouerayne Kynge affigned to that ofEce, nought for this pilgrym only, but 
generally, for alle.'* " And though me ryght loth be," quod he, " thider wol I go ; for 
my caufe is good, and grete right haue I in myn aflcyng/' 




CAPITULO IIP. 
How thefowle is led to Jugement betwene the Aungel and the fowle Sathanas. 

O was I thenne ledde bytwene them bothe, and fafte I was lyft vp in to the 
eyer, the angel vpon my ryght fyde, and the fowle wyght vppon the other fydc. 
But to this gentyl angel ful ofte caft I myn eye for drede of that other whiche 
me lothed fo moche, and was of hym hugely in doute. So thenne I byheld dounward 
for to fee the erthe, and fothely me femyd the fee and the erthe al to geders no more but 
as it hadde ben a lytel Towne, or Caftel. And yet femyd me moche more nerre than it 
was byfore. In this ayer fawe I many a merueylous, wonderful, and dyuerfe. The 
erthe feemyd me al clere, and tranfparaunt, foo that I myght fee clerely al that was 
withynne. 

Thenne byhelde I the Centre, euen in the myddes, whiche was wonder derck in 
it felf, and was aboute enuyronned by ordre of lefle derke mater and lefle, fb that the 
ouermoft of the erthe was mooft clere, and alwey the clerenefle amenuffing dounward 
by verray formal procefle, anone to the Centre, that was veray derke, withoute ony 
parcel of clerenefs ; nought for thy al was tranfparaunt, ryght as glas to the maner of my 
fyght, whiche was that tyme al other than was my flefshely fyght, whyle that I lyuede in 
erthe. And ryght as the fletyng ayer geuyth place to the flyght of byrdes, or as the 
flowyng water to fwymmyng of fyfshes, ryght fo was al this erthe paflyble to fpirites. 

And alfo thyck they paflyd on euery fyde to and fro, as motys fletyn in the ibnne 
heme, as wel in the eyer aboue, as in the erth bynethe, wendyng alwey to and fro withoute 
ony ceflyng. Thefe fpirites alfo in theym felf were dyuerfe and difparayble, bothe in 
theyr perlbnnes, and alfo in theyr wonderful occupacyons, of whiche I had ful grete 
merueyl ; for the fyght of fbme thynges that I fawe gladyd moche my harte^ and the 
fyght of fbmme other thynges dyfcomfortyd me hugely, ne fuch thynges wold I nought 
haue trowyd, yf I had nought feen it my felf. But this fayr yonglynge myn angel ne 
taryed nought at al, but haflely he hyed to brynge me to my Jugement, toward a fill 
merueylous place, whiche I byhelde a fer byfore me, bryght (hynynge, enflammed with 
huge lyght. To this place he ledde me nought wythynne, but made me abyde without, 
where was an huge multytude gadred, and were abydyng for the fame caufe lyke as I 
was. This angel my ward^yn left me there withoute, and wente hym felf withynne. 
This company that was withoute cryeden befily to faynt Mychael, eueryche for his party, 
with hye voys, and fayd, " Mychael, prouofl, delyuer vs our praye, and our pryfbners." 
Myn enemy, this gryfely ghoofl, alfo bygan to cryen, wherof I was ful gretely annoyed, 
and in ful hyghe difcomfort. 
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CAPITULO IV^ 

H&w thefowle had a fodeyne fyght of the heuenly ioye. 
,UT than I loked after my wardeyn, to fee what he wold done or fey for me, 
beholdyng inward, as far as I mygt. Thenne faw I many fyeges ryal and 
wonderful, more clere than ony cryftal polyfshed, and moche merueylous 
lyght I fawe of diffemblable maner ; fommefemyd greneand fomme rede, fomme lyke to 
gold, and fomme to fyluer, and other of mor ryche and noble colours than euer I fawe 
floure or ony precyous ftone. Thenne faw I fyttyng in the fyeges huge plente of peple 
whiche I hadde no tyme dyftynftley to byholden; but the wonderful clerneffe of this 
company was fo gloiyous, that al maner of examples of refemblaunce that mowe be 
remembryd in erthe, ne ben nomore fuflyfaunt to declare the beaute, than is a clote of 
black erthe for to reprefenten the refemblaunce of ony fayre creature, in maner of a 
myrour. There was neuer creature that mygt fee this fyght that he ne (hold fully be 
glorious, as me femyd, but it endured me but a moment ; for fmertely was my fyght 
derkyd by ouer drawynge of a grete corteyne, bytwene my fyght, and that, that I ne 
myght no more fee clerely that I (awe byfore ; but well I herde the voys of my wardeyn 
that was within, that bygan to fpeke for me, and feyd in this wyfe. 




CAPITULO Vo. 
How the Angel prefentyth thefowle to his yugement. 

jYCHAEL, prouoft of paradife, that haft commyflyon of our fouerayne kyng 
to geue jugement, and do Juftyce to al maner of peple, anon to the tyme of 
the grete affiles, at which oure noble gloryous kyng wyl defcende prefentely 
in his owne perfone, vouchefauf to geue audyence to that I haue to feye. I have 
brought with me fro erthe a pylgrym, whiche that is abydyng here withouten, and wyth 
hym the olde Sathanas, that putteth vppon hym many grete errours, by the whiche errours 
he claymyth hym for his pryfonner ; neuertheles, I holde nought that al be trewe that he 
feyth. Wherfor I pray you that ye wylle ben auyfed, and geuen jugement in this mater, 
as therto bylongeth." Thenne Sathanas, that with me withouten was abydynge, heryng 
thefe wordes, byganne to crye, and fayde, " Certes," quod he, " of ryght he fliold be 
myne, and that I ftial proue bifore the j wherfore delyuer hym to me by jugement : for 
I byde nought elles." 



^O' 



CAPITULO VP. 

A Proclamacyon made clepyng fowUs to jugement, 

HENNE herd I fowne a trompett, and after, anone that, herd I a voys that 
fayd, cryeng on hyghe, " AUe ye that here withouten abydeth youre Juge- 
ment, prefentyth yourfelf byfore the prouoft to receyue your dome ; but fyrfte. 
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ye that longeft haueth abyden, fpecyally tho that hauen no grete matere, ne be not moche 
troubled ; for the clere and lyght caufes (hal firft be determyned, and fy then other maters 
that neden gretter taryeng." 




CAPITULO VIK 
How the fendes compleynen vpon the aungels^ that letten theym oftheyr cruel purpoos. 

HENNE herd I of this company e abydynge fo withoute forth, many one 
gretely dyftourbled ; foo that I thought my felf ftandynge al oute of fuerte, 
and clene withoute comfort. Alfo thefe Sathanas were gretely difplefyd of 
theyr long abydyng, for wonder fayne they wold haue ben delyuered. My Sathan with 
thefe other made fygne and femblaunt of grete anger, and malice, and made among 
them felf grete grutchynge and murmur, holdyng bitwene them a lothly parlement. And 
right thus they made theyr venemous compleynt, " We ben," quod they, " it femeth 
wel, of litel reputacyon. Our wikked neyghbours done vs grete dyfefe, whiche ben 
thefe wardeyns of thefe wretched pilgry ms. They haldin vs fro oure purpoos, foo that 
we ben alweye withouten ony fauour. There is none fo caitif pilgrym that he ne hath 
affigned hym a wardeyne the houre of his byrthe, the whiche att al tymes after is con- 
tynuelly abydyng with hym, to kepe hym, and defende fro our handes ; And fpecially 
fro the time that he is wefshen in the fait lye, which is ordeyned and deuyfed by grace 
dieu, that euer hath ben our enemy. And alfo, this is to vs a grete defpyte, that aUb, 
fbone as thefe wardeyns comen, they ben taken in to prefence of the Prouoft, and haue 
audyence ryght at theyr owne wylle ; and we ben here, as Rybawdes, forecloiyd with- 
outen. Lete vs cryen a rowe, and oute vpon them all ! for they done vs wrong. Crye 
we foo lowde, that maugre theym, they here our quarel and our grete compleynt." 




CAPITULO VIIK 

How the fendys appelyn the prouoft offauore ofpartye. 

NONE thefe lothely ghoftes bygonne for to crye, and feyde al at ones, 
'' Michael, prouoft, lyeutenaunt and commyfary of the hye Juge, doo vs ryght 
and refon without excepcyon or feuor of ony partye. Hit femyd vs grete 
vnryght that thou fo foone admytteft thefe wardeyns, enclinyng to theyr party, and hereft 
them, rather than vs. This knoweft thou full wel, that in euery ryghtwys court flcyle 
is that the adour be admytted to maken hys compleynt, and purpoos his aflcynge ; but 
thou fyrft admytteft the partye defendaunt, to make his excufacyon. This maner of 
Jugement muft nedes be fufpeft ; for, alfo were it that thefe pylgryms were clene, and 
innocent, yet wold ryght and refon that the accufours hadden fyrft place, and tyme of 
audyence, to feyne what they wold, and fythen after, lete the defendaunt excufen them 
yf they couthe. Syth it foo is thenne, that we ben here aftours, let vs haue place to ben 
herd, and thenne oure aduerfarys." 
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CAPITULO ix«. 

How Mychael callyth Cherubyn to counfeyl^ and what counfeyl he geueth, 

HENNE herde I within the curteyne a longe parlament, and at the lafte a voys 
that feyde thus, "Cherubyn, my dere broder, that haft plente of connyng, to 
whome is commytted ,the naked fwerde, for to kepe the entre of paradys, that 
no pylgrym come there within that hath foruoyed fro the rygt wey — come, fythe here by 
me, as prefydent, for to juge thefe pylgryms that haue longe abyden. Noo doute ye haue 
ful felle and malycyous acculburs, to whoos malyce it nedeth to take goode hede." 
Thenne feyd Cherubyn : " Syre prouoft," quod he, " it femeth that it were flcylful, and 
alfo necefTary, that al thefe wardeyns wente to their pilgrims, for to kepe them redily fro 
malice of their enemyes." " Goth " feith, " eueriche to youre owne pilgrim ; and in 
time conuenable ye fhal be cleped in." Soo thenne euery wardein cometh to his 
pilgrim ; and myn alfo cometh ful (bone to me, wherof I was comforted nought a litel : 
for fikerly I had grete truft vpon hym. 

CAPITULO X\ 

How there were cleped ajfejfours to yugement fpecial patrones ofdiuerfe ajiaties. 

|IT femed me thenne that I herd Cherubyn begynne for to fpeke, and feid in 
this wife : " Sire prouoft Mychael, flth it foo is that I am porter of paradis, I 
wille alfo that Peter, whiche is porter of heuen, and lyeutenant of the fouerayn 
lord in erthe, that he be here prefent ; for he ought to haue knowledge of euery pylgryms 
perfone. Of hym we maye enquyre, whiche haue come by hym, and yf there be ony 
that to hym hath nought dyfkevered hym felf by veray contrycyon, and worthy penaunce. 

*' And by this Ihal I clerely difcerne in what wyfe I flial vfe my flammyng (werd j 
as for to defende fro the fendys malyce : foo that ryght wys caufe may now pafTen in to 
heyuen, and the remenaunt, that other haue deferuyd, to forkerue them with my fwerd, 
and dryue them doune to theyr rowes of endeles dampnacyon. 

" For this enchefon is my fwerd clepyd ' verfatil,' that is to faye, ' tornyng,* for 
oftymes it torneth, varyeng his offyce after the dyuerfite of them that maketh them pil- 
grymes, and after that they haue holden good weye or bad. Soo thenne, wyl I with 
good chere fytte with the in Jugement, vpon couenaunt that Peter be here prefent. Alfo, 
as I haue fayd byfore, hit is good alfo, to that ende, that al thynge may be clere, that 
Refon be cleped, foo that trouthe and he mowe (ytten to geders, and alfo ferthermore 
fuche other that haue ben gouernours, and knowen al the cuftommes of dyuerfe 
countrees, me femyth it wold profyten for to haue them prefent. Hit femeth me alfo, 
that flth there ben here many dyuerfe pilgrymes deparayll of habyte, and of dyuerfe 
eftates, of dyuerfe obfervaunce, of dyuerfe Relygyons, of dyuerfe names, and dyuerfely 
haue led their lyues in erthe ; wherfore hit is good ryght that thefe wyfe men — that fom- 
tyme weren fouerayns of fuche maner (ynguler eftates — that they be cleped to the prefence 
of this Jugement — and (pecyally fuche, to whome fuche eftates ben fpecyally bounden 
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and auowyd \ and alfo ferthermore, al tho to the whiche the fbrfayd pilgryms haue had 
fpecyal deuocyon. 

'* As for the gentyls, lete clepe feynt George ; for clerkys, feynt Nycolas ; for 
hermytes, and folytary men, faint Anthony 5 and faint benet for Monkes — and (b of al 
other by their propre names. For weddyd folk alfo, let clepe faynt Powle, the Appoftel ; 
not for hym felf was maryed to ony woman, but for caufe that he taught by wordes, and 
by epyftles, to the peple of Corynthe, the veray forme and rewle to be kepte in maryage. 
For wydowes alfo, lete clepe feynt Anne ; for maydens, and yonge wymmen, feynt 
katheryn (hal be clepyd. Hit nedcth nought of this to hold longe parlement j thou woft 
wel thy felf what beft is to be done, namely, fythe the tyme neygheth of the grete aflyfe, 
where the fouerayne lord (hal geue fynal fentence, grete fhame and repryef hit were that 
ony thyng done here bytwene vs, for defaute of due examynacion of the mater, fhold be 
rehercyd. For why ? with hym to that Jugement (hal comen al the worthy and wyfeft 
of his royame ! And wel thou woft that thy felf muft be there prefente, for to fhewen 
al the procefTe of thy Jugement, approuying al that thou haft done, lawfully, withoute 
ageyne feying wherefore. Nowe lete clepen in al thatowen to apperen in this iugement. 



» 




CAPITULO XK 

Here is the court fette^ and the Jugement bygonne, 

^VL haftely thenne ther fowned a Trompett, and after that was there made an 
open proclamacyon, and fayd in this maner : ^* AUe ye that ben acuftomed to 
come to oure jugementes, to here and to fee as afTefTours, that ryght be per- 
formed, cometh forth haftely, and taketh your feges, as ye wel knowe your owne aflygned 
places. Ye alfo that be withoute abydyng the (ettyng of this court, reprefenteth yo (elf 
fmartely to this iugement, by ordre, as ye (hal be clepyd : foo that neuer one lette other, 
ne enterrupte others mater. Ye pilgryms, approche ye to the entre of this curteyn, 
holding yo felf without. And youre wardeyns, by caufe that they be our felowes 
bylongyng to oure company, them felue (hal appere, as worthy is, prefently, within, to 
open audyence." Soo thenne was it done fmertely, as the crye commaundyd. My 
wardeyn hafted them inward, and put hym felf byfore, and al other alfo dyde in the fame 
wyfe, comyng forth eueryche byforne his pilgrym, with pale vyfage, and the hede enclyned 
for heuvyneflfe that they fawe theyr aduerfaryes fo redy to theyr accufacyon. But, of the 
remenaunt of this company I leue for to fpeke ; holding forth my procefTe of myn own 
perfone, as it is moft accordyng to my purpoos. 

CAPITULO XIW 

How the aungel wardeyn prefentyth thisfowle to the Juge. 

'FTER grete proce(re iynyfshed, and the fill decyfyon of many grete caufes and 
quarels that were moued, when the tyme was come of my delyueraunce, my 
wardeyn bygan to fpeke, and fayd in this wyfe : " Prouoft Mychael,*' quod 
he, ^' I here prefente to you this pilgrym, whiche that fomtyme was commyttrd to my 
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gouernaunce in the world binethe. Of this wyl I here hym good record, that he hath 
clerely kepte hys byleue in to this laft ende, ne neuer ne left he fro hym hys flcr)'p, ne 
his burdon, as it bylongeth to a good pylgrym. And fythen he hath been perfeuerant 
in good purpoos, anone to the ende, after the promyfTe of oure blyfsful lord and Kyng, 
Jhefu, goddes fon, he oweth to be fauf, and to be receyued in to the Souerayne cyte 
of heuenly Jerufalem, which he hath long tyme afozt, trauaylyng hys bodye therfore. 
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CAPITULO XIIK 

How the curfed Sathanas accufith the fely fowle. 

;UT thenne began to crye my wikked aduerfarye and faid in this wyfe : " My- 
chael, entende to me ward ; for I (hal telle the al another tale. The fothe 
it is, that it ne auaileth nought only to pafTe the water, ne to be wefshen ther 
ynne, withouten that he kept hym feluen afterward in clennefTe and honefte. Wei I 
wote, I withfaye it nought, this pilgrym paffid the water, and was therynne wafshen 
and fiilly clenfyd of al his rather fylthe, but alfo, (bone as he had knowyng of good and 
euyl, he fet but litel by that welTyng, but cafte hym felf as a fwyn in fylihe, ne he hath 
not allowid this wefchynge ; for, yf he had, he wold not therafter eftfone wilfully haue 
defiled him felf. Wherfor I faye that thilk labour ne wefchyng auaileth hym nought 
at al. And that I preue by this (kile. He was wefchen vnwiting and nought willyng 
hym felf, in fo tendre age, that he mygt not, ne couth, difcerne to chofen good, ne 
euyl. And fithen that he come to yeres of difcrecyon, this laboure he hath in dede 
difalowid. Wherfor, of right he (hal lacke the profite, and the liberte whiche he (hold 
haue had by this forfaid wefshinge. That he hath this lauure difallowid, I preue by 
the contrarye ; for euery wigt loueth, and maynteneth the thyng that he alowith \ but 
the clenne(re that he (hold haue kept after his lauure, he hath nought loued, ne main- 
tened, but more ouer defiled and defpifed. Eke thenne hit fheweth that he hath this 
lauure defalowid. And vpon this confequently wil I preue that it maye hym ftande 
nought in profite ne at none auaile. There is no man that (hal be pryueleged by lawe 
other ony lyberte vfen, or reioyce ageyne his owne confent and his free wyl : but this 
pilgrym, in as moche as he had defalowyd this lauure, confentyd nought therto ; wher- 
for he may nought be partyner of the pryuelege, ne here the profyte of the liberte that 
therto bylongeth.. Nought for thy though it fo be, that, by the pryuate Jugementes of 
grace dieu, by this forfaid lauure the fowle fpot of (ynne orygenal was vtterly auoydyd, 
I will nought withfaye it. But this I faye playnly : that he is moche more fpottyd with 
tochys of dedely fynne, that fowler is than the fyrft orygenal ; of whiche, though that 
I my felf wold here hym wrong on hand, loo ! it is wrytten in myddes of his vyfage — 
rede it who that wylle. There may ye fee the fhame, and confufyon whiche that he 
wyl fully hath lappyd hym (eluen ynne ! By that I a(ke jugement, that he be delyuered 
me, as to his defertys of good ryght bylongeth. Ferthermore, yet ouer this will I preue 
by refbn, that ftandyng this filthe and di(honefte of (ynne with whiche he is entachyd, 
this lauure rather caufeth hym to be juged to oure company, than though fo had be he 
no thynge had be wefshen. The more geftes, the more grace : the gretter wages, the 
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hyer eftate : the more noble and worthy oiFyce that a man receyueth of his lord and his 
kyng, the more he ofFendeth, and the more peyne he is worthy, yf fo be that he be fals 
and traytour to his lord ; where that another comyner, that nought hath recyued at al, 
is ferre lefle worthy to be punyfshed yf he be founden gylty,* Yf fo is thenne, that an 
hethen man, that hath nought receyued this lauure, belongeth to our company, by caufe 
that he hath it nought — muche more thenne, wold it femen fkyle, that he be one of 
ourys, that after he hath nought receyued nought only that lauure, but alfo many other 
geftes and benefaytes, by the hand of grace de dieu, whiche he hath difhoneftly defiled, 
and defpyfed, adrenchyng hym felf, as it were, in worldly vanyte, and gone a wey al 
contrary to that grace dieu hath taught hym, and enformed ; ne neuer dyde ne honour, 
ne reuerence, to thefe that hath alwey be his helper and defendour, whiche now clepith 
hym ' good pylgrym,* when he hath but lytel caufe. For alweye hath he to his lordc 
ben bXs and vntrewe, takyng his name in veyn, clepynge hym felf a Criften man, and 
auantynge that he was of Crifles court, kepyng nought his lawes, ne doyng the dedes 
that (hold be to his plefaunce ; but euer continuelly, day by day, broken his commaunde- 
mentys. Suche one is this forfetour, and alweye hath ben, deformynge in hym felf the 
prent and the fygure that god hath fet in hym, to hys owne refemblaunce and lykenes, 
withouten ony mayme, or fylthe, conformynge hym felf wylfuUy, and counterfetyng in 
hym felf the facyon of my fowle fygure. Who is it that may, or ought dar excufen 
hym ? I afke none other wytnefTe with me, but he that hath alwey ben next of his 
counceyl — his owne confcyence ! That dar nought, ne wil nought lyen in this mater. 
Vpon hym take I record, that fro the tyme that he was firfl markyd with the name of 
the fouerayne kyng, Jhefu, he ne ceffid neuer to offend yn hym, fettyng ful lytel by his 
name. And as he more encrecyd in knowyng, he appeyred in worchyng. Euerydele 
in veyne he here Icrip and burdon, for he ne toke neuer redy weye of vertu, but bypathes 
of fynne and al vnthryftynes. He hath iourneyed by the perylous pas of pr)'de, by the 
malycioust montayne of wrethe, and ennuye ; he hath walked hym felf, and wefshen in 
the lothely lake of curfyd luxury, he hath ben encombred in the golf of glotony. Alfb, 
he hath myfgouerned hym in the contre of couetyfe, and often tyme taken his refl whan 
tyme was befl to trauayle, flepyng and flomeryng in the bed of flouthe ; and moche 
worfe he hath done than euer dyd I, many a fowle forfete, whiche I myght nought per- 
forme in myn owne nature. Whcrfor he hath deferued punyfshement more than haue 
I, ouer at the left to ben punyfshed euen with me ylike, for to me is he ylike, and myn 
is he by ryght. In heuene aboue hath he nought to doo. Doo fafl, therfore, that he 
were delyuered to me, that I may gone hennes to my marches." 

• See " The Pylgrymagc of Man,'* Appendix, iF. vii — x. 

t See ** The Pylgrymage of Man/* Appendix, ff. xxx — ^xl. London : Bafil M. Pickering, 1858. 
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CAPITULO XIIIK 
How the foule was leden to anfwer to this accufement. 

GLORYOUSgod, Jhefu,fo grete drede thenne and heuvynefTe had thonigh 
percyd my herte, foo that I ne wyft what to do, ne faye. But when I fawe 
myn wardeyn holde hym felf ftille, me dredde moche more. He fayde to me 
thenne, that I fliold for my felf anfwere to thefe artycles of myn accufement. 

And yf I couthe, or myght, defende my caufe ; for to me propyrly it was apperty- 
nent : — other elles, yf I couthe nought, ne durfte nought, in myne owne perlbne, I 
fhold clepe me fomme aduocate, that for me myght fpeke in the court. And when I 
herd hym fpeken of an aduocate, I gan to bythenke to me yf euer I had feruyd ony feynt 
whiche at this dyftrefle wold take my caufe on honde ; for wel I wift that aduocates be 
not fo nyce for to pleden ony mannys caufe withouten that it be deferuyd, other elles 
that they ftonde in hope to be rewardyd after. But as for fb poure a man as I, there 
wold none aduocate pleden without wages paid byfore in honde ; for pledours in worldly 
courtes hauen tonges lyke to the languet of the balaunce that draweth hym alwey to the 
more peyfaunt party, that better wyl rewarden. But neuerthelefs the aduocates of 
heuene, when I had al afTayd I fond al of another condycyon ; for furely I fond them 
for the poreft moft redy for to fpeke. But thenne, I bethought me that no thyng had I 
to geuen myne aduocate, ne I ne had in my lyf no feynt feruid in fpecyal, to whome by 
counfeyl of Job I myght tornc my felf to prayen to take my quarel on bond, after thefe 
wordes — Jd aliquem fanSforum conuertere. Thenne, of heuvynefTe that tho diftrcflyd 
me, I made this compleynt. 

CAPITULO XV^ 

The pyteous compleynt of the fowU. 

BLYSSFUL lord on bye, what fhall I doo? 

Or in what place may I my felue hyde ? 

Refute ne wote I none to drawe vnto, 
No doute I mote my jugement abyde. 
My foo is alwey redy by my fyde, 
Me (happyng to appele and accufe ; 
I ne can no word my felue to excufe ! 

I am arryued to a perylous port, 
Ne wote I nought to whome I maye retourne. 
I am areft ; now can I no comfort ; 
Maugre my felf ryght here I mote foiourne, 
Wherefor now I may forowfully morne, 
For in my fcryp now find I no vytayle, 
Ne my burdon ne doth me none auayle. 




II 



" To which of 
the faints wilt 
thou turn ? " 
Job v. i. 
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Burdon ne fcrip may I no lenger here ! 
Myn enemy fo fore ailettyth me, 
I hold it beft, to caft awey this gerc, 
And (hape my felue pryuely to fle. 

blyfsful lord ! y wys it wol nought be ; 
And wel thou woft who that me hath abufed, 
Myn enemy, that hath me now accufed. 

Wherfor, now I brought to Jugement — 
Syth I am falle in mefchyef, and pouerte — 
Ne I ne may to myn accufement 
Ne can nought fey, but after my defert 
And my trefpaas, that knowen is apert ; 
Yf that I {hal my reward vnderfonge, 
Alas ! why haue I fynful be fo longe ? 

But beft it is, yf refon (aye me trouthe. 
That of fomme help I make purueaunce. 
Parde, fome wyght wyl haue vpon me routhe : 
AiTay I (hal ; but, for my fuftenaunce, 
My burdon muft I here, for fuffyfaunce. 
Of myght withouten it ne haue I none, 

1 here it nought — it beryth my perfbne. 

Alias ! but I haue none experyence 
Of wyfedom, how my felue to demene. 
To excufe me haue I none audyence. 
And al my wyt auayleth nought a bene. 
Thus is my hope al difcomfortyd clene. 
I ne can nought done, but cryen, and weyne 
That charyte nought reckyth of my peyne 1 

Why feyth feynt powle that other geftes alle 
Shal faylen here, only but charyte 
Abydyng is — for (he ne may nought felle ? 
Where this be foth — but nay as femyth me — 
He wold thenne myn aduocate be. 
And (bmewhat fey to helpe in my caufe ; 
For I can fpeke neyther word ne clau(e. 

I am adredde left charyte be dede. 
And fleyn in erthe of wycked folkes there 
Withouten heyer, or ylTue of hir feed, 
Left hyr only. Loo 1 this is al my fere. 
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And, yf I wyft that fhe alyue were, 
I wold nought fpare to calle, ne crye, 
If I her myght in ony place afpye. 

charyte ! fo good, and gracyous 
Thou haft ben euer to tho that haue nede 
I, that am in this brecke perylous. 

That in my fckryp my felue for to fede 
Haue I no brede, now of thy alm3rs dede 
Somwhat thou help myn hongre to abate, 
Hanyng reward vnto my poure eftate. 

1 mene thus : — yf ony party of grace 
Referuyd be in trefour ony where. 
That thou for me perueye and purchace 
Woldeft vouchelauf. Grcte wonder but ther were 
Ynow for me. Nought clles I requere. 

Doo fom what, thenne, after thy properte, 
And (hewe why thou art clepyd, ** charyte." 

But now, alias ! ful wel I me record, 
Whyle I had myght, and fpace of tyme ynowe, 
Of this mater ne touchyd I no word, 
Ne to no feynt I my felue drowe, 
That in my nede for me may fpeken nowe. 
As for no feruyfe that I haue hym doo. 
But I not to whome to make my mone to. 

If I to ony faynt in fpecyal 
Had ony thyng enforcyd myn entent, 
With ony feruyfe, other grete, or fmall, 
It wold me haue auayled in prefent. 
But thus haue I be flowe, and neclygent, 
That I no frend haue made, ne feynt yplefyd ; 
Wherfor, as now, fill moche I am dyfefyd. 

To theym I am a ftraungeour, and vnknowe ; 
I not to whome I {hal my feluen dreiTe ! 
To afke help, as I fuppofe, and trowe. 
There is none that wyl doo that beiynefle. 
And nought for thy, this I by bote expreiTe, 
Vnto theym I wyl compleyne, and crye, 
And make my caufe knowen openly. 
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To the, Jhefu, the fone of god aboue, 
That were of Mary veray mayd bore, 
In veray flefshe and bloode, for mans loue — 
To the wyl I appelen now byfore ! 
Syth thou art veray man, and ferthermore 
Oure broder, and a parte of oure kynde ; 
Good ryght it is that we thy fauour fynde. 

This dar I fey, fyth that thou wylfully 
Were done to deth, only for mans (alee, 
And of thy (blue was none enchefon why. 
This wote I wel, thou wylt nought forfake 
That to thy grace wyl al hym felf bytake, 
And a(ke it ; as, ofcen haue I lernyd, 
Was neuer done yet, to whom it was biwemyd. 

This wote I wel, I haue ful (bore oiFendyd 
The magefte — wherof I me repente ! 
Ful late it was or I my lyf amendyd. 
But yet ne come it neuer in myn entent 
To defalowe thy gouernement. 
That lord, ^nd kyng, I haue the clepyd euer ; 
Thy lawes alfo ne forfoke I neuer ! 

My (kryp of feyth ne haue I nought forlete. 
But hole ryght as it was bytaken me 
I haue it kepte, but that no thynges grete. 
This wote I wel. Sufteyned I for the, 
Ne done, that I was bounden, of dewte. 
Yet, wote I wel, (b grete is nought my (ynne. 
As grace, and mercy, is the, Jhefu, withynne ! 

Alweyes, yet nought euery dele that grace 
Dyfpendyd is, that tho in thy perfone 
Was plentyuous, when that fo pale a face 
For me thou penge vpon the cro(re alone. 
But, for we beggyng wretches, euerychone 
Ben procuryng alwey for our purueaunce, 
Thy grace thou woldeft hyde now perchaunce I 

Yet may we by the percyd hooles wel, 
And by tho eke that large ben, and wyde, 
Byholde and fee, that certeyne euery dele 
Not fplcndid is, though that thou woldeft it hide. 
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For though there ranne a Ryuer fro thy iyde 

That all the Worlde hath fully ouerflow. 

Thy grace is hoole — as euery man may knowe ! 

Syth yet thy grace is nought difpendyd al, 
Whiche that thou haft me fhewyd in to prefent^ 
I come, and with the argue thus I (hal ; 
Syth it alwey hath ben affluent, 
Decrecyng nought, ne none appeyrement 
Byiallyth it, though neuer (b largely 
Thou geue it, where the lyft, habundantly, 

Thou oweft to defende me this day, 
Kepyng my caufe, that ftondyth al in doute, 
Ageyne my foo, whiche al, that euer he may. 
Thy grace me to byreuen is aboute. 
And me for to paiTen al withoute. 
Ful ofte he hath me greuyd here byfor, 
And hopeth now, that al I haue forlor ! 

Though that my fpeche be fowyng to folye. 
Yet, blysful lord ! difplefe it nought the. 
That I haue fpolcen of aduocacye, 
Soo that thou (holdeft myn aduocate be. 
That art the Soueragne Juge of equyte ; 
And nought for thy, to them that on the tryft 
Theyr aduocate art, whan that the lyft. 

For Ibthe it is, where (ynne and wretchednefle 
Haboundeth moft, there nedyth mooft of grace : 
To tho that alken the forgueneiTe 
Hit fytteth the nought to wyrc away thy fiicc. 
Thy charyte wyl clayme there his place ; 
But this were foth grete peryl, moft redounde, 
Al mortal folk with mefchyef to confounde. 



Mychael prouofte, on the take I record 
Thy felue dydeft this execucyon. 
Though I my felf wold lye ony word. 
Yet am I nought of this oppynyon. 
To keuere, fo, by excufacyon 
Of his in&me, the malyce of my iynne ; 
This were a foolyfshe purpoos to bygynne ! 



But this put 1 in thy difcrefcyon : — 
That Aiche a fids deformed one as he 
I may refufe by excepcyon, 
That his quarel (hal nought receyued be. 
Here, in this courte, ne to accufe me 
He (hold nought ben admytted, as by ryght i 
But put awey that fowle fals wyght ! 

For why ? fyr prouoft, Mychael gracyous. 
And al the Angels of thy company 
That hym infamed haueth fore juged thus, 
And fals conuy<5te clere and openly, 
And caft hym in to peyn eternally 
In helle fyr to be withouten ende. 
With tho that foo deformed ben in kynde. 

Ful humbly attones I reclame 
You al to do your deuoyr in this caas. 
This curfyd ghooft, whome malyce doth inflame^ 
Here in this courtc his malyce haue no place. 
This alke I yow of ryght and eke of grace. 
That ye his crye and al his booft abate. 
That neuer he noye herafter none eftate. 

Seynt mychael, y f thou reckyft nought al, 
Ne nought rewardyft now myn heuvyneflfe, 
Al maner hope awey is fro me falle 
So am I thenne encombred with dyftrefle ; 
For Danyel the prophete feyth exprefTe, 
That in mefchyef and fuche adueriyte 
He fonde none other helpe but only the ! 

Wherfore, yf I haue difplefyd ought 
Soo that of me thou takeft now none heede 
After this houre I mote with al my thought 
The doo plefaunce the better that I fpede. 
For who that wol ben holpen at his nede 
Ful fyker mote placebo goo byfore, 
As dothe the croiTe in lytel chyldres lore* 



* The parts omitted are adoration of the Virgin Mary and faints. 
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[HAUE nought whome myfelf to torne vnto 
In fpecyal to fpeke, or compleyne, 
That may me only help or (bcour doo 

My iymple caufe to forther or fuftene 

That me fo fore doth arten and conftreyne. 

The hole court of fayntes I appele 

Bytakyng yow my quarel euery dele 

Ye knowe wel ynowe what is my nede, 
Ageyn the malyce of myn enemy, 
That is aboute to noye and myflede 
Me nedy wretche, hclpeth me for thy ! 
Geueth audyence vnto my pyteous crye ! 
And to my kyng now reconcyleth me, 
Shewyng the feruor of your charyte ! 
• • • « 

Seynt Paule hym felue wryteth in this wyfe, 
And feyth that veray parfyte charyte, 
A thyng that may to moche folk fufiyfe — 
She haboundonned nought in properte \ 
Sith it bylongeth than in comynalte 
Among the nedy for to be difpendyd, 
Late myn eftate with fomewhat be amendyd ! 

CAPITULO XVK 
How that Ju/iyce fpeketh ageyne the fely fowle. 

'HAT tyme that I had made this pytous crye not fully yet parfourmed the 
mater of my hye compleynt, there roofe vp foone a lady and enterrupte me of 
my wordcs, and fayde to Saynt Mychacl in this wyfe : " Syr Juge, It is knowen 
thyng to you and to al this court that repentaunce ne prayer may here no place haue, 
ne none aduocate maye be receyued to plede, but only tho that were in erthe bynethe, 
by feruyfe or by penfion witholden for euer, ne here ne may ther none be procured of 
newe ; but, it femeth, that this prefent pylgrym that I here fpeke, ageyne the lawe and 
cuftonnme of this court wolde enforce hym felue with this pyteous crye to excyte and 
ftere al this courtc to fauore of his perfone. To whiche thynge I ne maye nought con- 
fente : namely, iith hit foo is that in tyme of his rather lyf, he had fpace, and fuflyfaunt 
leyfer ynow, for to haue made prayers, and pyteous lamentacyons, and for to haue enfta- 
blyfshed procuratours, that now myght in this prefent court haue promotyd his mater. 
But now is hit to late to make fuch purueance. And (ykerly, though that I wold, and 
perauenture (bmme other, — dame verite, which that I loue, and is myn own fufter, may 
not therto acorde, ne confente. And yf I ihold fulFre fuche fauore in my prefence. 
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fothly hit were vnto my felf a greuous preiudyce whiche that owe for to dreflen the 
balaunce in whiche al merytes owen to be peyfed, and after that to yelde euery wyzt his 
meryte by rygour of veray rigt witneflc of good, other euyl, ryght euen as he in dedely 
lyf deferuyd. Wherfore, in this tyme, ne in this place, no fuche maner of compleyntes, 
ne pledyng for parte, oweth not to be herde : but, only yf it fo is that ony merytes and 
good dedes he hath enftoryd hym with, lete hym put it in the ryzt bacyn of the balaunce.* 
And, in that other fyde, his accufour, what that he hath of euyl, in contrary, he (hal 
alfo putte it to ben peyfed on that other partye of the balaunce. 




CAPITULO XVIK 

The Juge byddeth the foul plede for hym feluen : And how the fowle maketh excepcyon to 

excluden Sathanas froo his accyon, 

NONE ryght here with after the fownyng of a trompet, I herd a voys that 
fayd in this wyfe : " The maner and the vfage of this prefent court wyl that 
the pylgrym geue anfwere for hym felue perfonelly, and pleynly yeldc 
accountes how he hath done his iourney, and other plee ne proceiTe oweth none to be 
herd ne admytted in this place." But when I herd thefe wordys, whiche, as me femyd 
wel, the Juge hym felue fpack, hit lacketh but lytel that I ne had lete falle my burdon of 
hope and vtterly fallen in defpayr ; fpecyally fyth my caufe in hit felf was nought defen- 
fable by ought that I couthe fe. And nought for that, auayle what it myght, I thought 
that I wolde defende my caufe in my beft wyfe. Tho (ayd I to the Juge : 

" Ful gracious and noble Juge, prouoft of heuene, hit femyd me, (auyng youre juge- 
ment, that me oweth nought to anfwere to the accyon of thefe Sathanas, infamed and 
condempned, and by youre owne execucyon chacyd oute of heuene. And namely, alfo, 
fythe that he hath ben alwey my perfonell enemy, and greuoufly purfued in al tliat he 
couthe or myght ley for me in a wayte, and forftallyd in weyes, teldyng nettes, arrayng 
trappes and other engynes, for to take me and deceyue with : and alfo, I may alledge 
that he nys none acceptable perfone that may to this court oblyge hym felf, ne ley cau- 
cyon to purfue forth his accyon, as he that is eternally condempned, by whiche caucyon 
h? myght bynd hym felf for to anfuere me yf that his accyon in dome be defalowyd. 
And forthermore, alfo hit is no thyng vnknowen he is in hym felf and euer hath ben 
found an open Iyer, and autour of al falihede and vntrouthe, euermore redy to do and 
fay the werft." 



m\m 



CAPITULO XVIIP. 

How Sathanas pledyth ageyne^ and clepyth Synderefys to wytneffe, 

HENNE bygan to crye this curfyd Sathanas : " thou (halt nought," quod he, 
" with fuch delayes and excepcyons efcape fo lyghtely as thou wenyft. The 
ryght of heuen is not of fuche maner cuftomme as is the ryght of this mortal 



• Cf. fofi^ C. xxxvii. 
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erth. I haue fefyne of accufement in as moche as my clamour is acceptyd in the Court, 
when that I was affigned by the Juge to purpofe my mater, ftandyng here withoute, 
than myght thou not fey ne excepte ageynft me that I ne fihal be herd of my compleynt. 
And namely iyth wytnes opon trouthe that ther within is prefent, veray fothe it is that 
al that I haue iayd. And all were it (b, that of ryght, other eles by thyn excepcyon, 
myn accyon were auoydyd, that I perfonelly ihold not be herde in thys prefent Court 
for myn vnfufiyfaunce, here fihal as iaft come another whiche thou ne myzt by no wey 
excepte, ne withfeyn. Thou (halt nought be io bold, for he loueth nought to lye ; hit 
is not of his cuftome. he wyl accufe the of moche more than I can telle or feye, for he 
Icnoweth thy Innermoft of thy thoughtes, and foo doo nouzt I, faue only by fygnes of 
thy werkes and of thy wordes withoute forth. And that me fore forthynketh. Come 
forth, thou foule Syndereiys, and fay what thou knoweft of this fals pilgrym, for wel I 
wote thou haft not lernyd for to lye ne (ailen of the trouthe." 




CAPITULO XIX^ 
♦ How that Synderefysy which is clepyd here the worm of confcyence^ accufeth the fowle. 

• 

|H£NN£ come forth by me an old one, that long tyme had hyd hym felf neyhe 
me, whiche byfore that tyme I had not apperceyued. He was wonder 
hydous for to loke vpon, And of fill cruel femblaunt, and iaft he gan to 
grenne and fliewid me hys iowes and his gommes, for teethe had he none, but they were 
al forbroke, forweryd, and for&ren. And whan I had afpyed hym, I was ful ibore 
abafshyd. He was wonder lothely and fowle to loke vpon, for he had vpon hym felf 
no fleishe at al, ne no body had he vnder this hede, but only a tayl whiche femyd the 
tayle of a worme, and was deipytoufly of lengthe and greatnefte. To me this lothely 
beefte ganne for to fpeke, and fayd in this wife : ^' I am come," quod he, ^' for to accufe 
the whiche am not accuftomed for to make fables, ne telle no gabbynges, but in al places 
I am byleuyd of trouthe. I knowe wel apertely al thy thoughtys, thy dedes, and thy 
wordes, fro the fyrft tyme that euer thou haddeft difcrefcyon, and veray vnderftandyng. 
Thou myght ayenft me make none excepcyon, ne ageynfeye me of no word, that am 
fure ynowe. I am foo renommed that I (hal be byleued better than thy felf, here, in 
this court. And fill pryue haue I ben at al tymes with the, fill oftymes haue I warned 
the of thy myfgouernaunce as thylk that loueth the, awaytynge thy profyte, and pro- 
curyng thyn hele. I haue ful oftymes for thy m}rfdedys and mylgouernaunce of wordes, 
and of thoughtes, vndertake the, and ful fore byten the, fo ferforth, that al my teethe 
ben wafted and forbroken \ fo hard and obflynate hath ben thy wykked herte, that for 
no fore bytyng that I couthe fet vpon the, ne myght I not ayene torne the of thyn 
vnthryftynefse. Soo is it ryght that I playne vppon the, and than thou here thy peyne 
as thou haft ryghtwyily deferuyd. Bethynke the nowe ! Whan I faw the in a tyme goo 
to a certeyne place, for to fee and byhold a merueylous beeft, and yafe thy money only 



* See note A. 
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for that iyght, that tyme Ipak I to the, y{ thou now record, and yafe the fuche coun- 
feylle, and fayde, ^ yf that auyfed,' quod I, ' as thou by refon oweft, thou (holdeft goo 
noo fer for to byholde a wonderful beeft, but to thyne owne perfone, and there myght 
thou fee a foul myfshapen monftre of thyne owne fowle, more merueylous than that 
other.* And forther, I faid the, yf that thou haddeft be fubtyle and wife, thou iholdeft 
haue hyed the to the preeft and fliewyd hym that hydous beefte of thyne owne fowle, 
whiche thou haft fo longe tyme kept in pryuete, that foo foule is blemyfshed and deformed 
with thy fynnes, to that ende, that thy preeft for that iyght (hold haue yeuen the ful 
abfolucyon, that ful gladly wyl yeue fuche reward to tho that wylfully haboundoune 
theymfelue to fhewe hym fuche a defguyfe and horryble vyfage." 

CAPITULO XX«, 

Hmx) that the Sowle anjweryth to Synderefys^ And he to the Soule ageyne. 

;H AT arte thou," quod I, " that thus fpekyft to me ? " ♦ " Yf thou haue 
mynde," he fayd, '^ of the lady that made the the fermon, whiche that bare the 
yerd, the beeme, and the maylet, (he made of me remembraunce ; for (he 
told that there was a worm bred and noryfshed within thyn herte whiche that muft be 
broken with labour of fore contrycyon by offyce of this maylet. And thenne fhc 
clepyd me the worm of confeyence, for wel (he knewe and wyft that alwey lyke a 
worm I am woned to byte and to rounge them that wronge theym felue, whiche that 
lyfteth not to fet honde, ne for to touche my venemous tayle, ne for to bryfe ne beten 
it with this forfayd malet. My felf, I am that fame tayle and worm whiche thou haft 
nought fmyten, ne bruyfed as thou (holdeft \ but haft cowardly to thy grete deikuantage 
cheryfshyd it, and fparyd foo that it is woxen now wonder grete, bytterly pryckyng. 
That (halt thou know herafter, for fykerly thou haft made thy confcyence ibo large 
that nedes muft this worm wexen therafter ; and yf that thy confcyence had ben more 
ftreyte, this tayl ne (hold fo be ouer woxen : for, in a place ftreyte of nature, may no 
thyng ouerpa(ren mefure in wexynge." • 

'' Thou feyft," quod I, '' that thou art a worme, and fo thou femyft wel ! I 
wyl ayene the haue (kilfiil excepcyon, foo that in myne accufement thou oweft nought 
be admytted ; for thou that art of fo foule a nature, ne myght not ben acceptyd to 
accufe me, that am the ymage and the lykeneflfe of the fouerayne lord. And fothly 
litel fet this lord by this ymage, yf he fuffred fuche a deformed worm bringe hym in to 
Jugement, and for to haue audyence in his accion ayenft him !" 

Thenne anfwered this tailed worm : ^^ Yf b that thou haddeft kept and gouemed 
that ymage and noble refemblaunce whiche thou receyuedeft of the fouerayne lord, 
other, whan it was blemyfshed by (ynne, haddeft by penaunce haftely reformed it, 
thenne myghteft thou ayenft me haue had a good excepcyon for vnfufiylaunt and 
vnworthy to haue accufed the, ne I myfelf, ne none other (hold, ne myght haue had 



* See " Le P^erinage de rHommey** Appendix, p. xvi. London : B. M. Pickering, 1858. 
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ony cauTe or quarel ageynft the. But thou art al deformed and defygured by many 
foule (ynnes and forfetys, by ful wyched wcrkes, vnthryty and euyl wordys, fowle, 
horryble, and fhamefiil thoughtes of thy wyched herte, whiche thou ne haft not al 
dyfkeuered, ne fhewid in confeffion, as thou fholdeft. And foo by thy fowle, corrupt 
luftes and deiyrous, whiche ben to me fill clerly difcoured, I fee the fynally that thou 
ne myght not ayenfeye me, ne (halt not be (b hardy ne fo bold to make none excepcyon; 
for I ihal proue openly, in prefence of this court, that thou art moche more horryble 
and fowler than am I : for in me is ther no maner of euyl, but that thy felf haft caufyd; 
yf that I am foule, that thou haft made thy felf, that by thyne owne wretchyd myfdedes 
foo oftymes haft troubled me, and defefyd, and brought in grete heuyneiTe and peyne 
an honderd tyme and ofter in the wyke ; for me ne woldeft thou neuer byleue, nouzt 
withftandynge that I haue put al my power, and my tyme dyfpendyd in the that canft 
me no thanke ; fo that I may wel, and haue (kylful caufe to accufe the ; and thou no 
place ne lyberte flialt haue, to make ayenft me none excepcyon at alle." 
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CAPITULO XXP. 

How S at h anas wryteth the accufement by telly ng of Synderefys^ and how thefowle 

anfweryth thereto. 
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HENNE was it cryed as fafte in the courte and fayd in this wyfe : *' This 
court wylle, as is the olde vlage, who that wyl mayntene therein ony juft 
quarel he ne ftial not be refuiyd by no maner of excepcyon, excepte that 
leiyng ihal here haue nought to do." Thenne byganne to crye this curfyd Sathanas, 
and fayde, " thenne am I nought forclofyd oute of this court but that I may frely accufe 
and fey myn auys. But for caufe that I ne knowe not foo moche as doth this fubtyl 
Synderefys, I leue to hym al myn accyon ; and I my felf wyl only be wryter and tabellyon 
of al that he wyl fey, and in this prefent court wyl openly purpofen." Tho this forfayd 
Sathanas fatt for to wryte. 

And Synderefys byganne for to telle, and feyde to the Juge : " Syth tyme that I 
took firft rewarde, or entent to pilgryms iourneys, I ne fawe ne knewe none that more 
vnthriftyly hath hym felf gouerned than hath this fame pilgrym that prefent is by fore yow. 
For fuche day and tyme he dyde thus and thus." And foo he rehercyd in fpecyal al that 
I hadde done fro my youthe, that was not purged with penaunce. " And wyteth wel of cer- 
teyne," quod he, " that I neuer dyd ne thought, pryuc, ne aperte, ne fcyd no thyng that 
fliold be to his harme, or ony dyfauauntage." This, fliortcly for to fey, he told forth his 
tale. Sathan fat wrytyng contynuelly, whiche tale were oucrlong to be rehercyd here, to 
grete ihame and confufyon of my perfone. And euermore alfo, faft as this worm told, as 
&ft wrote alwey this curfid Sathanas in a grete paper. Ful moche myflyked me the 
wordes, and the writyng alfo me plefyd nought : ful grete neceilyte that tyme hadde I 
of an aduocate for to haue fpoken for me, for I ne durfte, ne couthe no thyng feye at 
al, for the grete ftiame that I hadde. Alweyes I was boden by the Juge hym felf that 
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Every imagi- 
nation of the 
thoughts of his 
heart was only 
eyil continu- 
aUy." 

Genesis vi. 5. 



I ihold haue anfwerd, and defended my caufe, yf ony right were where by to defend 
it. But I ne couthe, ne myght than feye none other, but that, as I fuppofed, fothe it 
was wherof I was accufed. Neuerthelefs I was auyfed of fomwhat that I hadde for to 
feye, and hym befought of audyence. " Syre Juge," quod I, '* voucheiauf to haue 
reward vnto my (ympleneiTe, with pyte to ward my perfone in determynyng my caufe 
by youre Jugement, conctderynge al be hit ibo that I haue myfdone, I haue att al tymes 
borne fcrip and burdon, that is fad feyth, and hope ; ne I ne cafte neuer yet my icrip 
fro my fhulder, that that was bitaken me, what tyme that I firfte bygan my pilgremage, 
ne I ne dyde neuer thyng in contempt of my creatour ; but al that I haue forfetyd, and 
my(done, was by inclynacion of naturel frealte that foo deceyued ; for, as the fcripture 
feyth of goddes owne fentence in the book of Genifes, ' The wyttc and the thoughte of 
man is alwey enclyned to fynne, and to corrupcion/ And though it foo be that this 
excuiacion hath none fuflyfance, I adde this therto, that this writer is none acceptable 
tabellyon in fpecial ayenft my perfone. For he is the fame whiche (ithe I had firft 
knowyng of good and euyl, hath be to me fo importune, and feten me (b nye, that I ne 
myght neuer haue good leyfer ne veray free choys to the better parte. But with foo 
many fubtyl deceytes he bilapped the euyll in femblaunce of good, and fomtyme couered 
the good vnder colour of euyl, that I ne couthe nought clerely wyte to whiche I {hold 
fet to my hand. And fo, ful oftentymes ther I nought purpoiid, ne thought vpon euyl 
at the begynnyng, I was caught therinne, er that I myght haue leyfer to byfene my 
felf. 

" Alfo ferthermore, what tyme that I had purpofid to amende me by penaunce, 
anone he put flouthe byfore me, whiche that (b lette me that I ne myght nought 
performe my purpoos ne confeffe me, whyle it was in my mynde. And alwey when I 
was moved with ony good entent, anone he hath putte another in my herte, and 
occupyed foo my wyttes with other thynges for to enpechen this wel bygune purpoos, 
and fufFred me nought in noo weye for to fette hand vppon the maylett of contricion, 
wherwith I fholde haue broken and forbrufed thefe that thus accufe me now, wherof 
fill fore me a thynketh, and not without caufe. Nought for thy as now it wol not be 
amendyd. 

" And alfo, fyr Juge, the wykked world bynethen hath alweyes ben my greuous 
enemy, for he hath me fhewed his rycheiTe, and his vanytees, hys honours, and 
wretchydnefTe, and made my fle(she that now lyeth and roteth, to delyte therynne, foo 
that by my folye, that one of vs, that is to faye the flefshe and the fowle, hath eueryche 
deceyued other. Whyle we were to gyders this fals worlde behyghte vs moche thyng 
whiche that he ne wold nought yeue. And yf it fo were that he had ony tyme per- 
fourmed his promyiTe, no doute fill foone after ageyne he withelde it ; and fothely, of 
fuche nature is he, that ther nys no wyght may demene a fure ne clene lyf, excepte 
fouerayne grace that moche hath to medle therwith. Soo thenne, yf that ony excu- 
facyon myght here auayle, in as moche as al that I haue y done amys, is nought only 
of my felf, but by mouynge and inftaunce of other, I wold gladly, Syr Juge, that it were 
acceptyd.' 
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CAPITULO XXIP. 

Here yuftyce pledyth ageyne thefowle. 

[UT thenne with an hyc voys herd I one (peke to my ful grcte empefshement, 
one that hade fpoken byfore. Juftyce it was. I vnderilood it wel. ^' Syr 
prouoft," quod (he, ^' ye haue here herde and vnderftande that he hath 
confeiTyd, here, openly, in prefence of this Court, al that Sathan and Synderefys haue 
putte vppon hym, ne he can in no wyfe denyen hit ; but now it is come to excufacyon, 
it auayleth nought : witnefTe vpon refon and trouthe, whiche be two worthy ladyes 
afleflburs in this Jugement, and knoweth wel al the old vfages and cuftommes of this 
prefent Court. Wherfor I flial feye, as touchyng this mater, vnder theyr corredlyon, 
fomewhat of myn aduys ; and yf ought be myiTeyd, I wylle that by them it be redreflyd, 
and amendyd. I feye at the begynnyng that this pylgrym oweth nought to be herd of 
his excufacyon. For why ? he knew the lawes in what wife he fihold haue gouerned him 
felf at al tymes, and by what weyes iholde pafTe al good pilgryms to that foueraigne 
cyte. He allegeth for his excufacyon, that his owne flefshe hath deceyued hym, and 
meued hym to euyl ; but this accuiacyon auayleth nought at al ! For why ? this 
myght he ful wel haue amended, yf he had wel gouerned hym felue after the lawe that 
was bytake hym, whiche was clerely ihewyd and taught hym in the ten commande- 
mentes, and alfo in the counfeyles conteyned in the gofpels of Crifte, whiche ben in 
a maner renouellynges of the forfayd pertes ; of whiche ther nys no mortal wyght that 
may ben excufed. On that other iyde, he hath redde and knowen, bothe wordes and 
werkes of the rather feyntes, and in what wyfe they kept goddes lawe ; for kepynge of 
whiche lawe they putte theyr bodyes in ful many greuous diftreflys ; wherfor fome of 
them haue ben flayn, and martyred in many dyuerfe wyfe, whoos peynes and anguyfshes 
no tong fufFyfeth to feye, ne ere for to here, and ony herte may (kylfuUy agryfe for to 
thynke. Some other haue loken them felf within lytel place as reclufes and anachorites; 
fome exyled them felf in wylde heremytages ; fome clofyd and bounden them felf in 
dyuerfe Relygons, and taken vpon them foore afflidyons, and rygour of penaunce, that 
by refon who that hereth it, (hal fill lytel fette by hym felue. He hath alfo herd and red 
theyr lores, and their wrytynges, in what wjrfe a man oweth to fubdue the body to the 
foule, and how al that they wryte and feyde, they perfourmed veryly in theyr owne 
peribnes. In this wyfe, yf he wold, he myght haue done hym felf. But, fothe it is, he 
hath alwey ben flowe and rekeles, and foo cheryfshed his caytyfF careyn, and fbo moche 
fufFred hym for to haue his luftes, and feruyd hym to his plefaunce ; foo ferforth that 
the wretchyd body that oweth to haue ben feruant, hath had the foueraynte and mayftre 
ouer the fowle, that (hold haue be mayfter and fouerayne — ^what excufacyon may hym 
in this caas helpe or auayle for to reherce, whan that grace dieu brought hym to her 
owne place, and ther bytoke hym armoure, and taught hym in that wyfe he fliold haue 
had hym felf ageyn his aduerfayes ? And how he ne appryfed nought hyr do6byne, ne 
dyd no thyng therafter, I fawe hit, and apperceyued wel my felue yet ferthemore, that 
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he ne (hal by no weye excufe hym. It befelle ones when he laye in his bed, cortined 
lyke a lord, this lame noble lady ihe dide hym fo grete honour that (he fend hym her 
own fpecyal lettres, whiche, when he hadde redde, he fette at lytel prys, but caft them 
anone fro hym to the erthe ; but I fought them vp, and haue them here prefent whiche 
I (hal rede in your audyence. And wyteth wel, lyr Prouoft, though he wold denye it, 
(bthely his name is wryten in the begynnyng, he may not deiauowe it ! " Soo thenne 
Juftyce toke oute theie lettres oute of hyr bofom, and they radde the)nn, word (or word, 
wherof this is the veray content. 

This is the Epyftle that grace fendeth to the fyke fowlc : — 



I, Grace, quene and heuenly pryncelTe, 
As depute by the fouerayne kyng eterne 
In erthe alowe, to be tbeyr guydrefTe 
That lyte the redy wcyes for to lerne. 
In pylgrems^e thy felue to gouerne, 
Tretyng with yerd of loue, and difcipline. 
To the that haft and muft ben one of myne. 

Hit is me done to knowe and vnderftande 
That thyike dethes fergeaunt, maladye, 
She hath areft, and haldyth now in hande 
OpprelTyng the, not knowynge the for why 
I wyl, therfore, as for thy remedy 
Ordeync in my beft maner wyfe 
That thou be hoole, and of thy bed aryfe. 

I haue ben with the whan thou knewe it nought, 
Enferchyng loo ! thy pounce of confcyence, 
By whiche I knowe the ynnermoft of thy thought : 
Thou haft thy felue, with veray neclygence, 
And alfo for defaute of dylygence, 
Nought takyng hede vnto thy gouemaunce — 
Thy felue brought in anguyfshe and greuaunce. 



Thou haft with furfet, leuyng (obyrneflTe, 
Ful greuoufly encombred thy courage, 
In luft dyfpendyng al thy befynefle 
Syth that thou were a childe of tender age. 
That now the doth fill grete difauauntage. 
Wherfor, the nature of thy maladye 
Wyl afke (bthely a (lobotomye. 
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Alfo, I fee that ful art thou withynne 
Of corrupt humour, al aboute y fpred. 
That renneth ay bytwene flefshe and fkynne. 
That caufyth that thou kepyft now thy bed. 
Thyne ydlenes and flouthe hath this y bred. 
Thou haft not fwette out of thyn eye a tere, 
Whiche thyng to the ful neceffary were. 

For yf thou myghteft dayes two or thrc 
With mynd vpon thy foule wretchydnefle 
Haue fuch a fwete, it wold auayle the 
For leue it wel, I fey the exprefle. 
But yf thou doo the rather belynefle 
With fuche a fwete, thy felue to amende, 
This maladye wol of the make an ende. 

Take hede now, and to thy felfe conuerte, 
And fee what wretchydnefle is the withynne, 
Er deth take oute thy lyf of thyn herte ! 
Doo, by my red, anone that thou begynne 
To make the clene of al thy fory fynne 
As fer as thou canft thenke, or afpye, 
And wefshe them oute with teres of thyne eye ! 

For yf the deth fodenly the aflayle, 
Byleue it wel he fpareth no peribne ; 
With hym to trete it may no thyng auayle ; 
On the hath he no pyte, though thou grone. 
Compleyntes (bthely he rewardeth none ! 
But bufkyth yow vnto pyttes brynke. 
On this I rede thou befyly bethynke ! 

Take hede, and here how to euery wyght 
Within forth he clepyth pryuely. 
Arayeth yow, and, be al redy dyght. 
For I wyl come ! byleue it fekerly, 
£r ye be ware, parauenture fodenly. 
And me byforne there may no prayer fpede. 
And none wyl I fpare for no mede. 

Byholde, and fee, how his meflagers 
Now in a wayte ben leyde for the ! 



B 



26 



Pylgremage of the Sowle. 



Seeft thou not age with his whyte heres, 

Hath hyd hym felf fill nye ? canft thou not fee ? 

And maladye hath the areft, parde, 

Hereft thou not how they cryen lowde alway ? 

'' What eyleth vs to tary thus al day ? " 

How ofte haue I warned the byfbre, 
Som whyle aperte, fom whyle piyuely, 
That redy iholdeft thou haue be euermore. 
Witnefle vpon thy felf, I (aye the, why 
Thou myght the not excufe vtterly. 
Synderefys, (he knoweth euery dele 
She wyl be thyn accufer ; wy te it wele. 

Anentz me that alwey wold the throwe 
Ful folyly thou haft thy felf myftake ; 
For thou byhete, this wotteft thou wel ynowe, 
That al thy foly woldeft thou haue foriake, 
And woldeft thy felue very clene make, 
Puttyng thy flefshe vnder fubie£lyon 
To be gouerned after good refon. 

But, (ykerly, euery dele reuerfe, 
Vfurped hath byr owne lady ryght 
By her delyte, and luftes ful dyuerfe ; 
Oppreflyng hyr with al hyr mayn and myght. 
A foole is he, as femyth in myn fyght. 
That by lore ne wylle his frend yknowe, 
Tyl that he in mefchyef be ouerthrow ! 

But now, I rede, take good entent, and kepe 
Puttyng awey thy flomber and thy flouthe. 
A foole is he that leyth hym felf to flepe, 
To whome is yfprunge veray fterre of trouth ! 
How ofte haft thou reftifed, fro thy youthe. 
To here me ; and fone haft thou foiyete 
My lufty ibnges veiy hony fwete. 

Now fey me, by thy feyth, where thou be he 
Alone of woman in this world ybore 
So clene of wem, that no thyng nedeth the 
To weyle, ne to wepe thy finnes fore f 
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Nay, (ykerly ! and me forthynketh fore 
That thou ne canft nought thy wretchednefle 
Thy fynne, thy furfet, and vnthrytynefle. 

An hard confly£le of bataylle the withynne 
Thou fele myght ; but, yf thou be vnwife 
How that thy fowle aiayled is with fynne 
And vndercraft, thou art of his malyce ; 
And fubiefl: thou haft made thy felf to vyce, 
Whiche that of god Juge omnipotent, 
G^ndempnyd is, withouten iugement. 

A ihame hath he that at the cheker pleyeth. 
Whan that a pown feyith to the kyng, chekmate ! 
And (hame it is whan that the ghooft obeyeth 
Vnto thy flefshe, that ihold obey algate 
Vnto thy ghooft ; and now though it be late 
Yet help thy felf, and caft hyr vnder foote 
Or thou art loft ; ther is none other bote ! 

In batayl, as it often hath betyd, 
A myghty man to falle hit is no fliame 
The fyrft tyme, the fecond, and the thyrd. 
And ryfeth wel : this hold I but a game. 
But hugely me thynketh he is to blame, 
And worthy as a foole to be repreuyd. 
That nought enforcyd hym to be releuyd. 

Now youthe may no lenger the excufe. 
For age is come, and chalengeth his place 
Yeld thy promyfle, I wyl it nought refiife ! 
A foole is he that dyfobeyeth grace. 
And is to me ward fallen in trefpace. 
And caftyth hym nought amendys to make. 
Suche one what wonder is though I forfake ? 

Ful longe haue I byden, and fufteyned 
To haue amendys of the forfeture ; 
And ere this tyme I haue me not compleyned, 
I may nomore thy wretchednes endure. 
I rede the, doo thy beiynefle, and cure. 
Amende thy felfe ; it is ynow to me : 
That is the amendys that I afke of the. 



Now chefe thy port at whiche thou wilt arriue* 
But two ther ben of folace and dyftrefle ; 
At one thou myght thy feluen kepe alyue, 
And euer abyde in ioye and luftynefTe. 
That other port is care, and wretchednefle. 
Here cometh deth, and yf that he the fmyte 
There nys no leche that may thy lyf refpyte. 

See now thy felf, that thou haft no defenfe : 
Aboue thy hede, the fwerd is redy drawe. 
I rede that thou loke thy confcyence, 
How thou haft lyued ayenft thy lordys lawe. 
And after this another wey thou drawe, 
That al thy tyme in foly haft dyfpendyd, 
Yet at the laft lete it be amendyd. 

How oftyme haue I the told, and taught 
The worthyneffe of vertu, and the mede ; 
How ofte haue I the fro the clothes caught 
Of Sathanas, yet tokeft thou none hede ! 
But now beware, and nought withouten nede. 
For (ykerly the bowe is bent full fore. 
To fmyte the : thenne may I doo nomore. 

The byrd that (yngeth on the braunche on hye. 
And flieweth hym felf a lufty iolyuet, 
Vnto the deth is fmyten fodeynly, 
Er he be ware, or taken with a net. 
I haue the fayd how deth the hath aflett. 
And wel nye vndermyned is thy wal. 
But thou beware, ful greuous is thy foil ! 

Alias ! what thynkeft thou ? what wylt thou feyne 
On thylke day of anger and of drede 
Vnto the hye Juge ibuereyne f 
What doeft thou, man, why takeft thou none hede ? 
Yf thou wylt be releuyd in thy nede 
What helpyth it thus for to telle and preche i 
But fliewe thy fore to me that am thy leche. 

And I the flial auoyde of thy fylthe, 
Receynynge the anone vnder my cure. 
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I ihal the brynge, of redynefle, the tylth, 
Soo that thou (halt thy felue wel aflure 
That, whan thy flefshe is leyd in fepulture, 
Thou (halt be lyft vp in to heuen blyflfe, 
Eternal myrthes (halt thou neuer my(re ! 




CAPITULO XXIIIK 
Here fuftyce exceptyth ageyne al excufaciom. 

'HAT tyme that Juftyce had red this letter, (he fayde vnto the Juge, — " By- 
holde, fyre prouoft, how grete honour and wor(hyp hath grace dieu (hewyd 
to this pylgrym, what chere (he made hym by content of this letter, hym 
techy ng and enformyng how for to faue hym felf ; fo that by my wil he ne (hal nought 
be herd of his excufacyon. And ouer this, to grete (hame and confuiyon of his owne 
perfbne, I fay ferthermore, that he hath redde bokes of moralyte whiche that techen 
kyndely how that vertu (hold be loued, and what wey a trewe pylgrym owed for to take, 
and not for to myftorne to one iyde, ne to other. But he, as a fool, hath lachcflled, and 
loft his tyme in veray vanyte. He auauntith hym alfo of his (kryp and burdon, whiche, 
as he feyth, he ne left neuer. But what fuppofe ye yf he had ben in the cruel tyme of 
Nero, other in the felle tyrauntes tyme Dyoclecyane, and of other perilous purfuers of 
the feyth, whiche in that tyme enforcyd them for myfcryppe pylgryms, with al theyr 
be(yne(re, and elles, with importable peynes, put them to the deth ? I fuppofe that ful 
fmartely he wold haue voydyd his fcrippe, for al this grete auante ! Outher of the 
perylous Heretyke Arryus, outher other of his k&t had met with hym, I drede that ful 
foone he wold haue byrafte hym that fcrip, and broken his burdon, of ke'pyng of whiche 
now he auanteth hym. Wherfore, there is nought why that now he make his bofte, 
wher by he may excufen hym. He feyth al(b, that Sathan hath hym deceyued, excytyng 
hym to al euyl werkes in whiche he hath furfetyd, and that he hath withdrawen hym 
fro werkes of penaunce ; of whiche mater it wold more auaylen for to hold his pees. 
For why ? Yf he had vfed the armure that grace dieu had delyuered hym, Sathan (hold 
but lytel myght or none haue had ayenft his perfbne ; for ther is neuer man ouercomen 
by hym, but only of his owne confent. In the felue wyfe it ftandeth of the world ; for 
he that feeth and byholdeth hit, ftandeth euer in perylle, but he that clofyth his (yght, 
that he ne fee not vanyte, the wycked world may haue no myght ayenft him. But this 
foole hath had alwey his fyght open therto, and abandouned hym felf therto, withouten 
drede of perylle ; receyued the yeftes, and the luftes therof with grete ioye, and glad- 
neflfe of hert, as oftentymes as it was profered hym. And more ouer, at fome tyme 
with grete cours hath he purfued, and trauayled for to haue it ; (bo that this excufacyon 
is of no valure. Wherfore, yf refon and trouthe wil confenten, (kil it is, fire Juge, that 
ye yeue the fentence." 
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«* The wicked 
walk on every 
fide." — ^PsALM 
xii. 8. 
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CAPITULO xxv^ 

Refon pledetb ageyne the fely fiwle. 

HENNE biganne refon for to fpeke, whome I had as yctt not herde fpeke 
bifore. " There is none/' quod flie, " that maye agene feye that Jufticc 
hath purpofid ful wel hadde grace dieu (hewed the right weye to this pilgrim. 
Ful clerely hath (he told hym bifore, that his owne flefshe was his owne enemy, and he 
wold deceiue him, but he kepte hym felue. She taught him fiJ pleynly how that he 
(hold faue and defend hym felf in efchewng of the places and (hares of his enemye. As 
touchyng the world alfo, and al his vanyte, I fey in this wyfe : that yf ye had wel and 
thryftely kepte his fyue wyttes, clofyng them and byndyng with double and treble 
boundes, and croflfyd his fpyrit with good, deuote prayer, as he that (awe hym felue in 
his daunger, he myght ful well haue anoyed his grete mefchyef, and perylous dyfefe. I 
can nought fee by no thyng that here is feyd att this tyme that he ne hath deferuyd the 
deth. Now, trouthe," quod (he, " feyth what you femyth in this mater?" 



W3i: 




HENNE anfuerid trouthe and (ayd in this wife : ^^ Al that ye haue (aid it is 
ful trewe, and rightwys ; for, (bthely, exculacion maye hym none auaile. 
For why ? Yf he had his myfdede (hewde to his lady, dame Penytance, and 
tolde hir of his eftate, foo that (he hadde bathyd hym, bowkid hym, and ftrongly weishen 
hym, than myght hym nought haue failed of (kilfiil excufacyon, and fo (hold he haue 
founden favour in this iugement. But, fothe it is, though it fo be that he hath at fom- 
tyme prefented hym felf to that lady, he hath fill litel tyme abiden in hir bathe, withoute 
teris of his eye,, or hertely contricion. And litel fauour hath he had therinne, but feined 
contenaunce, ne failed nought left he were repreuyd, and markyd of the peple. He 
hath alfo done his enioynte withouten ony peyn, or enforcyng of forowful herte, with- 
oute withdrawynge fro his euyl cuftommes, in purpoos, at the doyng of his penaunce, 
for to retorne to his rather foly. And fuche maner of penaunce that tometh and re- 
torneth, maye wel be refembled to the whele of a mylle, that lyghtly torneth alwey to 
ther that he bygan : For thy on hym is falle the fentence of the (auter in circuitu 
impti ambulant^ * the wycked goth alwey in compas,' retornyng fro fynne to penaunce, 
and eft fro theyr penaunce to fynne ageyne. And fuch manere of penaunce is nought 
but fcornyng of penaunce, ne hath but wrong his name. Wherfor this pilgrym hath 
deferuyd his deth by ryghtwys jugement." 




CAPITULO XXVP. 

Here Satbanas axeth yugement, 

ATHANAS thenne bygan for to crye, " Loo Mychael," quod he, '* now 
myght thou noo lenger dyflymylen the fentence, that thou ne muft by juge- 
ment delyuere me my pryfoner ! Wherfore I requyre the, fyth that al myn 
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artycles, and many moo than I couthe remembre, ben here in this court alledged, and 
proued by fuffifaunt record, and alfo by his owne confefTyon, that thou yeue the fen- 
tence, as therto bilongeth, delyueryng me myn aflcyng. And ful foone he (hal be 
brought in torment, and peyne eternal, perdurable." Whan I had herde thefe wordes, 
I felle (bdeynly in fwounyng for caufe of grete heuvynefle and drede, that I had no 
word, ne myght I fpeke, ne wyft what to (ay. And, as me thought, and verayly 
fuppofyd, the Juge made hym felue redy, femyng by his chere for to yeue the fentence 
of my dampnacyon. Sodeynly come that worthy lady whiche that byfore hand had 
buryed my body, that was clepyd dame Mifericorde, and fpekyng to the prouoft ihe 
iayd in this wife. 

CAPITULO XXVIP. 

Here Mercy pledyth for thefiwle, 

|YRE prouoft," quod ihe, ^^ I haue wel herde and fene how that Reafon, 
Trouthe, and Juftyce, haue fpoken in this mater, and haue ententyfly herk- 
ened to theyr wordes ; wherfor I requyre you that I alio wel may haue wilful 
audyence for the poure partye. For, yf I dyde not my deuoyre and myn offyce, fothly 
my name that am clepeth, as ye wele knoweth wele, Mizericord, I here it but in .veyn. 
Good flcyle it is that Juftyce and Trouthe att al tymes be feruyd. And fothely Reaibn 
wylle, that I, with my fwetnefle, modefye and amende the rygoure of rightwyfenefle. 
Ye knowe wel. Sire Juge, that by the weye that men mote nedes pafle ther nys no pyl- 
grym that goth fo redyly but that oftymes he mote foruoyen ; and (bmtyme he mufte 
pafle by fbule weyes, neuertheles, fbmme more, and fomme lefTe, &yleth in this wyfe. 
And eueryche knoweth wel that here is now prefent, there was neuer yet no pylgrym 
fo hooly ne parfyte, that he hath oftymes erryd and &yled in his weye, — excepte the 
fouerayne lord, that ones bycome a trauaylour, and a pylgrym, to teche men the weye. 
For er the tyme that he hadde done this, there was neuer pylgrym that acheuyd parfytely 
the ende of his iourne. At whiche tyme it is not her vnknowen Dame Juftice, that 
now is here prefent, withfaid me ful fore, and let me ful long of my purpoos, nought 
for thy at the lafte we felle at acord : and foo hope I at thys tyme that we (hal alio here, 
in your prefence, of thynges that I ihal feye ageynft hir rigour, whiche is (bmwhat ou^r 
ftraite bent vpon this mater. Sith it foo is that this bleffid lord Jhefu Crift fomtime (bo 
ferforth remitted his rigour, deicending downe to the erthe oute of his heuenly trone, to 
helpe wefshe and relue his peple whiche the wretchyd horrible owle of helle had drawen 
out of theyr neft, hit femyth me that good reafon wylle that tho whiche ben fubgettes to 
this fouerayne lord owen for to drawe hym after his example. You felue, thenne, that 
fytteth here as iuge in this prefent afTyfe oweth, as me femeth, holde and fewe the maner 
and the guyfe of this noble lorde, namely, in youre Jugementes. Alfb ye owe for to 
helpe and defende fro this curiyd owle pryncipally al tho that here* fkrypp and burdon. 



• See " Le P^lerinage de rHomme," p. 15. London : B. M. Pickering, 1858, 
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and haue kept it manfully to theyr weyes ende. Now apperceyue I wel that it ftandeth 
thus, that this prefent pylgrym hath done his deuoyr duely at al tymes in kepynge his 
fcrip and his burdone. And alfo, be it that he hath at fomtyme erryd and my%one, and 
ben empechyd in his forfeyde iourney, as it is knowen in this court ; yet hath he douteles 
done fome maner of penaunce and withdrawen hym often fro euyl, for loue of his crea- 
tour, — and al fomme tyme the enlamples of other feyntes, though it (bo be that he ne 
hath rought done as they dyde, that whylome were feruent in the loue of Crift, by vertue 
of his paflyon, and of his bleflyd blood, that al thylk tyme was yet newe (hed, al fmokyng 
hoote. For ryght as fyre warmeth and efchaufeth tho that ftonde nye, welmore than 
other that ftonde after, ryght foo thylke hooly men that were nye that tyme hadde more 
enchefon and more heuenly receyued by vertu of this precyous bloode, than thefe that 
now ben come (b long tyme therafter ; al be it that the vertu of his paffion nouther 
paflyth, ne difpendyth. For why ? though this pylgrym haue nought gouerned (b hym, 
ne wonder I nought ! This feye I not in purpoos to excufe hym, for wel I wote as 
muche is he byhalden to his lord, as though that (hedde for hym al theyr herte blood, 
and diyde for his fake. Wherfor, I kyt to my purpoos that this forfayd pylgrym oweth 
nought to be furclofyd fro the grete grace whiche oure lord Jhefus dyde to iynful men, 
what tyme that he fufFred dethe for their redempcyon, whiche grace withouten ony fayle 
fhal endure for euer." 




CAPITULO XXIX». 
Jufiyce fpeketh ageyne Mercy. 

VSTYCE thenne fpak and feid in this maner: " Certes," quod (he, " fyre 
Prouoft, wonder grete grace did that blysful lord goddes fone Jhefu to the 
kynd of man. Ful (yth it is he ne dyde them nought that grace for occafyon 
and lyberte of fynne, but his purpoos and entencyon was this, that they (hold, after 
receyuyng of that grace, be more befy and tend re aboute the kepyng of them felf, 
difpofyng them in goodly wyfe to entre in to paradyfe by veray paiTage of vertu, whiche 
palFage byfore that tyme was fo faft cloiyd and wardyd, that though they had them felue 
neuer fo wel gouerned and dyfpofyd yet ther come noone within in to that tyme of grace. 
And wel I wote what proufyte or auauntage that man hath therby, yet is hit ibthe that 
Jhefus Cryft neuer ne fufFred deth in mayntenaunce of fynnes : but only to theym it 
fhal auayle that haue forfake her (ynnes, as ferforth as they myght ; for fykerly that 
blisfiil lord hade made, as me femyth, a fymple marchaundyfe yf he (hold haue taken his 
deth for tho that neuer wold konne hym no thank, ne neuer wolde amende them of 
theyr fynnes. The deth of Jhefu Cryfte may helpe and auayle only to thefe whiche 
that retourne fro their errour wilfully. Nought that this was eftablifshed by me but 
dene ayenfte my law— by purchace of this prefent lady dame Miferycord, to whome I 
mote at fomtyme affent. And elles, fothely, it myght not haue ben fufFred. For a fill 
huge merueyle it is in my fyght, for to faue thefe that fo greuoufly myftaken agenfl hym." 

• ••••• 
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CAPITULO xxx^ 

Here Mercy with certeine demandes axyng ofyufiice^ induceth a Conclujion that Mercy e 

muft haue place. 

YSERICORD thenne fpak, and faid to the Juge in this wife : ^^ Sire pro- 
uoft,*' quod fhe, ^^ as it is to your felue clerely knowen, thyng witnefle vpon 
al wife clerkes of whiche many one that here is now prefent haue redde the 
bokes, and trouth her felue wil record the ibthe, that euery clerke oweth to be con- 
fidered in jugement after the ende and the pryncipal purpos that ony wight is inne, yf 
it maye be knowen. But the principal purpoos and entent of this pilgrym was alweye 
to perfourme his iourneye, as it wel femeth, by that he ne lefte neuer pilgrymes habite, 
that is fcrip and burdon, al were it foo that he was many dyuerfe tymes empechyd in 
his weye, and put oute theroi^ ne he entendyd neuer vtterly to forlete his iourneye ; as 
it clerely is preuyd. And alfo, notwithftandyn al his errour, in his lafte ende he was 
founde contrite of in wyll, to amende and (atysfy for his trefpaas of al that he had myi^ 
done ayenft god and man ; euen forth his power. Confeffion alio he hadde, al be it 
that not fo clerely and openly in fpecyal as it had ben nedeflil of euery iynguler dede, 
yet neuertheles that general knowlege of al his fynnes, in that he yeld him felf fynally 
ayenft god gylty, is fuflfyfaunt record for hym that he forfoke his fynne. Neuerthelefle, 
by lycence of the Juge, to yow, fufter Juftice, I haue for to fpeke. Ye ben, as me 
femyth, fomwhat ouer (harp and rygorous ageynft Pilgryms more than it nedyd. But 
wyl ye vouchefauf to anfwere me to, a fewe demaundes that I (hal afke of you?" 
Quod Juftice, ** as ye lyfte." " Syth it foo is," quod Mercy, *' that no thyng is done, 
ne neuer was, ne fhal, of god, oure ibuerayne lorde, withouten (kilfiil caufe, as refon hyr 
felue wyl recorde, to what ende or for what encheibn was man made for to ben chyef 
and pryncipal of erthely creatures \ " Her to anfwerd Juftyce, and (aid in this wyfe, 
^^ Man was made chyef of erthely creatures for to receyue the feruyfe of al other lower 
creatures, and hym felue to feme and obeye his creatour, yeldyng to hym, and retomyng 
by thankyng and prefyng and by his other good obferuaunces al the feruyfe that he 
receyued of thefe other creatures, and foo by his feruyfe al creatures (hal be knyt in 
compas to hyr fyrft maker.'* 

" Ful (bthe it is," quod Mercy, " and therfore is he partyner of bothe two kyndes, 
hauynge bodely matere of the erthe, and forme fubftancial fro heuen, that ryght as the 
eyez that of nature is hoote, and moyft, knettith to geders fyre and water, as parteyner of 
bothe tho kyndes, ryght (b man, of heuenly nature and erdely very partyner, knytteth 
to geders bothe heuen and erthe. Yet ferthermore," quod Mercy, ^^ to what ende was 
lawe made and ordeyned of god, and taken to Moyfes in the montayne ? and whether 
alle other lawes ordeyned of man be not fubalternal for to ferue the lawe of oure lord ? " 
" Thenne," faid Ju(lice, " the lawe that oure lord wrote in the two tables ben only ten 
heftes, and al the remenaunt of the lawe ne were not but obfervaunces and menes 
neceflfary for the tyme to kepynge of thefe heftes ; whiche obferuaunces, Crift, at his 



34 



Pylgremage of the Sowle. 



Ifai. xxviii. 19. 



comyng, auoydyd, as than nought neceflary. But the courfe of the law he renoueled in 
his gofpel by his fubtyle and neceflary counceyles. The caufe of the ordeynaunce of this 
lawe was for to teche the rude peple in what wife they ihold ferue theyr creatour, and obeye 
to his plefaunce : with refbnable werkes doyng, and vnfkylful werkes forberyng. And 
al other worldy lawes ben, as ye feyn, fubalterned to gods lawe, in enforcyng ther of, 
for to compelle vnbuxom men to kepynge of this lawe," ** Syth it fo is thenne," quod 
Mercy, ^^ that bothe by goddes lawe, and mannes, ben ordeyned peynes and puny&he- 
mentes, in to what were they fyrft deuyfed ? " *' In chaftyfyng," quod Juftyce, " of 
mifdoers and brekers of goddes lawe, for to drawe theyr hertes by dreede and felynge of 
peynes fro myfrewled afFedlions, and fo for to make them for to thynke theye forfet and 
compelle them by fuche wyfe to kepe goddes lawe; for to fuche folk, as ieyth the 
wyfeman. Sola vexacio dabit intelle£fum^ tribulacion and anguyishe only maketh fuch 
men vnderfland that al is nougt leeful that lufteth." " This is fill fothe," quod 
Mercy, '' but I wolde wyte of yow, in to what ende was ordeyned Jugement of deth 
both bodely, and ghooftely ? " *' Sothely," quod Juftyce, '' Jugement of deth was 
ordeyned for tho that ben obftynate, and rebelle, and vrylle by no weye obeye to goddes 
lawe, lefte they (hold with theyr malyce drawe many other to the fame maner of myf- 
gouernaunce, and fo deftroublen the rewle and the ordre of al the wnyuerfyte, that god 
and his creatures ihold not be knette to geders by due feruyfe and obeilaunce done to 
hym felue \ fo that by the drede of deth, poteft vltimum terribilium^ the laft and moft 
dredefiil thing, other ihold be chaftifed and withdrawen fro forfet. Alfo the iugement 
of eternal peyn was made for al tho that fynally rebellyth ayene gods wil." " Yet put 
I this cas," quod Mercy, ^^ that that a certeyn lord hath bouzt and payed for hym his 
raunfon, in purpos for to haue hym for his feruaunt perpetuel, and therto he is afTured ; 
this lord chargith him vpon peyn of fore puniihement that he hail him to his own court, 
ther to done hym feruyfe. This feruaunt thus bouzt and raunfond is lettid by the wey, 
fomwhat by foly of hym felf, fomwhat by other that defire his (eruyfe, fo that he taryeth 
fro his lord dayes and yeres, yet at the laft he breketh out of thefe malicious mennes 
handes, and comyth to hys lord, fubmyttyng hym lowely to his grace, and ofFrith hym 
felf redy to his feruyfe, fo as he can or may, whether (hal the lord refiife this foraunt, 
and delyuer hym to thylk that haue withalden him, either els he (hal receyue hym in to 
his own feruyfe ?" ** By myn auys," quod Juftyce, '* he (hal be punifshed proporcion* 
ably after the tyme of his abfence, and (ithen receiued in to his feruyce at his lordes wil, 
ne to tho that witholden hym he ne (hal not be delyuerd." " Thenne," quod Mercy, 
*' the punyfshement (halle nought execute by thought that empechyd hym." " No 
(bthly," quod Juftyce, ^^ ftandyng that he hath thus lowely fubmytted hym to his lordes 
feruyfe," " Yet alke I ferthermore," quod Mercy, ** whether a feruaunt thus bought 
maye make ony teftament ? " *' Sothly," quod Juftyce, '* he may make none withouten 
his lordes leue, as for to alyene ony goodes out of his lordes bond." ^^ What ? " quod 



(he, " yf he byquethe al his good to his owne lord, ftandyth the teftament ? " *' Why 
(hold it not ?" quod (he, " as veray ftrengthyng of the lordes lyght !" " Thenne," 
quod Mercy, ** who that enforcen for to byreuen this lord that feruaunt, or ony of his 
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goodes, by that fame feruauntes lyf, or after his deth, wrongeth the lord in the dede." 
In certeyne," quod Juftyce, '' this is ful fothe.' 
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CAPITULO XXXI^ 

Here Mercy concludeth vpon thefe anfwers, 

|HENNE fayd Mercy thus to Juftyce : " Sothly, fufter," quod (he, " fauyng 
your reuerence, your rygoure, by youre owne Jugement, is fomwhat vnme- 
furable, withoute that ye be gouerned fomwhat by me. And ye that oweth 
to yelde eueryche that to his ryght bylongeth, me thinketh that ye iayle of youre ofFyce, 
but yf ye demene your felf in this caas after my counceylle, and I (hal feye yow why. 
Sith it fb is that man was made, as ye fey, fynally to this entent and ende, to be goddes 
feruaunt, and for to knette to god al erthely creatures by retorne of His feruyce, then ne 
wrongeth ye the fbuerayn lord that befyeth about to alyene this feruaunt, and forclofen 
fro that oftyce that he was ordeyned fore. Alfo, fyth the lawe wryten of god bytaken 
to Moyfes, and alfo the lawe of the Gofpel yeuen by Cryft hym felue, and pra£fyfed in 
his owne perfone, entendyth no thyng elles, as ye fey, with fubalternacion of al other 
refbnable lawes, but for to teche the peple, and holde them vnder gouernaunce for to 
make them obeye to his feruyfe, by what (kyle may thenne ony wyght withdrawe this 
pilgrym fro his lordes feruyce, by defordeyne lygour of ryghtwyfnes, for to exclude hym, 
and fchytte hym fro this deute ? But herto ye feyn that he oweth to be punyfshed : for 
that he hath myfdone ; but, by your own fentence, punyfshement was deuifed for to 
drawe pertes of men ft'o foule afFe£l:ion, and for to chaftife them for that they haue 
mildone ; which chaftifement is a maner medicin to purge thafFediion of man. Thenne 
femith it wel alfo (bone as thafFe6lion is clenftd by hertely forthinkyng in ftil wil and 
purpos to kepe gods law, the punifshement fhold cefTe, and this feruant refbrte to his 
lordes feruyce ; namely, fith it fo is that this feruyce is of more value infynytely than is 
ye punifshement ; for a very fool may he be clepid that leith a plaifter corofyf to a 
wounde, after that he is purged — for it (hal thenne noyen, and no thyng auayle to hele. 
And worldly lawe alfo vfeth this condicion, that yf a man hath done trefpas to another, 
either oiFendyd his lord in ony thynge, for whiche he (hal be punyfshed ; alfo (bne as he 
knowlecheth the trefpaas, and maketh amendys, byndyng hym felue neuer after to o(Fende, 
thenne (hal he be receuyd of his punyfshement, and al that is done ouer this, may rather 
be clepyd cruelte than ryghtwyfnes. Al be it (b that this pylgrym hath greuoufly tref- 
pacid, yet at his paflyng oute of the world he ftode in this plyte : wherfore, he oweth 
not to be putte in eternal peyne, how euer it be of other punyfshement. For why ? as 
ye haue fayd your felf, * Jugement of deth and eternal peyne was ordeyned only for tho 
that ben rebelle and obftynate ageynft gods lawe, left they (hold be malycious excityng 
to bryng many other to the fame mjr(gouernaunce foo that the ordre of vnyuerfyte (hold 
be deftroubled.' But fothe it is nouther this pylgrym is obftynate, ne purpodth not to 
dyftrouble the vnyuerfal ordre, ne euyl example may he none yeue after this tyme to 
noo creature. Wherfor he oweth not to be delyuerd to eternal peyne. Thenne con- 
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dude I thus by youre Jugement, that this pilgrym, Criftes feruaunt, bought and raun- 
foned with his precious blood, al though he haue by malyce of his enemyes be taryed 
fro his lordes feruyfe, yett at the lafte he brake oute of theyr handes, and come to his 
lord, fubmyttyng hym to his grace, ofFryng hym felf lowely to his feruyce he ne oweth 
not be delyuerd to his enemyes, though that he (hal be punyfshed for the trefpace : 
but he oweth at the lordes wil be taken to his grace, and after flcilfiil puny&hement ben 
admytted to his lordes feruife. This is youre oune fentence ! how thenne wil ye 
acquyte yow in this mater that by rygour of punyfshement wolde haue this man delyuerd 
to his enemy and alyened fro his lordes feruyce, to grete wrpng and amenufyng of his 
worfliyp?" 

^^ And alfo, as ye fey your felf, the teftament that he maketh in yeuyng al that he 
hath to his lord (hal ftonde in efFe£l: in ful record of his lordes ryght. And who that 
procureth ony fuche alyenacion he wrongeth the lord. Why thenne be ye ib befy to 
delyuer this man, out of the lordes feruyce that hath by teftament yeuen hym felf euer- 
laftyng to the &me lord \ This was his laft wil, and who that withftandith the laft wil 
offendith the lawe. Wherfor, fufter, ye ben ouer rigorous, as me femythJ 
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CAPITULO XXXIP. 

Refon confentith to Mercy and the iuge biddeth arayen the balaunce. 

[T this word dame Reafon made a iygne to Juftyce, as though (he wolde feye 
this is very (kylftil that Mercy hath fpoke. And thenne anone the Juge com- 
maundyd Juftyce for to take hyr balaunce, and fet it in fuche a place that it 
myght openly be fene, and fayd to hyr thus : ^' In decylyon aud ftyntyng of al maner 
of ftryf, take al the merytees and good dedes of this prefent pylgrym, and put them in 
that one parte of the balaunce, and in that other (yde al the forfetys, and trefpaces that 
Sathanas can bryng forth by record of Synderefys — the pylgryms vpon the ryght fyde, 
and that other vpon the lyft fyde ; and foone it (hal appere whiche hath the better partye, 
ne mercy flial no fufpecion haue toward me that I haue ought receyued of yeftes, ne 
take no mede of nouther parte. The balaunce wylle nought lye, but withoute fauour 
iuge the trouthe.*' 

CAPITULO XXXIIK 

How Juftyce apoynted hyr balaunce^ Refon and Trouth Jlandyng in eyther fyde ; and how 
the pylgrym leyd in the fkryp and burdon^ and Synderefys with Sathanas bylle weyed 
in that other fyde,* 
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HENNE, vpon a (kafibld on hye, aboue this corteyne. Dame Juftyce (hewed 
hyr felf, and apoynted hyr balaunce that both partyes weyed lyke faeuy. 
This lady was gyrd with a fwerd with a thwong, al with gold apparaylled. 

* See Coloured drawing No. ii. Plates in. and iv. and Note A. 
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Hyr femed wel a lady of fill huge eftate as duchefle, or pryncefle, ne none was that 
(awe hyr that he ne tremblyd for drede. 

Reibn aUb was with hyr whoos eyen fliyned bryghter than the fonne fo ferforth that 
hyr fyght percyd al maner of obie£lys aboute in euery fyde : I lawe alio the thyrd that 
had the mouthe al clene bumyd gold. And it was me certyfyed of other that knewe 
hyr perfone that hyr name was Trouthe. But whan I fawe thefe thre gone to geders, 
whiche hadde, as me femyd, long taryed me with theyr parlement, defyryng my damp- 
nacion, I was ryght moche defmayed, namely iyth that in theyr balaunce my merytes 
iholde be peyfed, wherupon had I no maner of trufte ; for none other thyng had I for 
to leye therin but only my fcrip and my burdon, that peyfed but lytel, as I fawe wel 
afterward. Neuertheles, in the balaunce I leyd it. And there ayeyne myn enemy 
leyde in his accufement, wryten in the bylle by tellyng of Synderefys. There was neuer 
notary, ne tabellyon, that me fo fore agryfed ; for that bylle whan it was leyd in the 
balaunce peyfed fo fore, that fmartely that other fyde aroos as nought hadde ben therin ; 
and yet that me greued moche wors, by caufe that the peis ihold be the more Synderefis 
hym felue ftyrte in to the balaunce. Thenne bygan Sathan for to cryen with a lowde 
voys and feyd : ^^ Now," quod he, ^^ thou lady on the fkaiFold, thou feeft wel how it is ; 
make now this prouoft, that foo long hath taryed me, for to yeue Jugement as faft ! " 




CAPITULO XXXIIIP. 

Haw that Mercy taryed the Court ^ whyle Jhe tvente to heuen and purcbacyd a chartre 

of pardon, 

jUT thenne herde I how humbely dame Mifericord gan to prayen for me, and 
faid in this wyfe : " Now dere Mychael," quod flie, *' wylle ye vouchlaue 
a whyle for to tarye in youre Jugement ? I haue a ly tel thyng to doo aboue 
in heuen : I thynke ther to purchace a grace that no thyng (hall be to your preiudyce." 
Then fayd the prouoft : ^^ It lyketh me ryght wel at your requeft for to abyde tyl that 
ye be retomed. I pray yow tarye nought." Soo then was the Jugement fufpendyd in 
to the tyme that Mercy had ben in heuene ; and finartely, withouten taryeng, (he had 
done hyr deuoyre, and was defcended doune vpon the fkafFold. And fothely fo (awe I 
wel (he was that (eluen fayre fwete, that bare hir breft alwey redy oute of hyr bofome 
which had me before hand in my flefihely lyf fill often tyme comfortid. And now ihe 
dyde me moche more comfort, what tidynges that fhe brought. In her bond fhe brought 
a (kypet, and neyeng toward the balaunce with the hede enclyned, (he fayd to the 
balauncer : " How is it," quod (he, ** in oure partye ? " '' Sothely," quod Juftice, 
'^ had ye nought taryed this Court, fill long tyme paiTyd, this pilgrym had be foriuged ; 
witnefs vpon Trouthe and Reafon ! " 

** Now thenne," quod Myfericord, " (hal I telle wherfore I haue trauayled." And 
(he took forth the Charter, and fayd, ^^ I haue ben in prefence of oure lord Jhefu Cryft, 
and his bleflyd moder, and byfore all the companye of feyntes aiTembled to geders for 
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helpe of this pilgrym. And (b haue I here of owe lordes graunt and chartre of pardon 
which I (hal rede to fore yow ; whereof who that wylle ihal haue the Copy.'* Thenne 
tooke ihe forth a fayre chartre aflelyd with gold, and redde it openly, word for word, 
whereof this is the fentence. 

The Chartre of Mercy. 

HESU kyng of hye heuen aboue. 

To Mychael my chyef lyeutenaunt 

And al thyn afleflburs which I loue. 
That in my feruyfe ben perfeueraunt, 
Haue euermore, and to me fill plefaunt. 
My gretyng, and vpon the peyne of drede 
Unto this prefent chartre taketh hede. 

Me hath befought this prefent lady here 
Myferycord.* • • • 

• • • • 

Ther ben pylgryms, as they certyfye, 
That toward me theyr weyes hadde take 
Whiche haue mylgone, and erryd folyly 
By ftyryng of the fowie fendes blake. 
That fbmme of them theyr iourney had for&ke ; 
And efte theyr iourney had ayene begonne. 
But fodenly hath fayled them the fonne. 

Some haue be lette by fowle temptacion. 
And ftyryng of theyr flefshely wretchydnefTe ; 
Somme, by dyfefe and tribulacion, 
And fidlen in to huge heuvynefle ; 
And (bmme alio the worldes befynefTe 
Soo greuoufly theyr hertes ouerfett. 
Of theyr iourney foo that they haue be let. 

But than they haue repentyd wonder fore, 
Some of them but ryght at theyr lyues ende. 
And fomme of them a lytel what before 
Bygonne theyr lyues (bmwhat to amende. 
In wylle therafter neuer to ofFende 
Haue ihryue them of al theyr old trefpace. 
And put them felue holly in my grace. 



* The interceifion of the Virgin Maiy is introduced here and in the other parts which have been omitted. 
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This grace I graunt them of my Regalye 
That I (hal them receyue vnto my pees 
Of helle peyne I graunt them ful relees. 

Soo that they haue me, Jhefu, mercy ! cryed 
Or that the brethe oute of the body yede. 
And al theyr ful luftes haue defyed 
In veray feyth, as techeth them the Crede. 
Soo that ye ihal ayenft them nought procede, 
As to foriuge them to belle peyne ; 
But that in this Rygour ye refreyne ! 

To mercy here I haue bytake 
Of the trefbur of my bytter paflyon 



To counterpeyfe ageynft the fendes part, 
Soo that he £iyle of his entencion 
To bringe them fo with his fubtyle art-; * 
To haue them juged to dampnacion ; 
For that hath ben his occupacion, 
With curfidneflfe of al the (ynnes feuene 
Syth tyme that he was chacyd oute of heuene. 

And nought for thy this is not myn entent ; 
Ne, for this caufe my blood ne (hed I nought 
That ony wyght in mifgouernement 
Abyde (hold, and trufte in his thought 
That hym this chartre (hold auayle ought, 
And of this pardon be partynere, 
Or of this grace that 1 haue grauntyd here. 

Therfore, oute of this chartre I except 
Tho alle whiche in to theyr lyues ende 
Haue euermore in curfyd fynnes flept, 
Purpoiing nought theyr lyues to amende, 
Vpon the tryft them felue to defende 
Fro helle peyne by this prefent grace. 
Alle tho (hal be exyled fro my face. 

And thefe alfo, whiche that ben obftynate. 
And neuer wylle to my lawe obeye. 
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Thefe alfo, that ben veray defperate, 
That wylle no grace ne no mercy preye^ 
But ryght foo in theyr curiyd fynnes deye. 
So thenne is dewe the hoote fyre of helle 
With Sathanas eternally to dwelle. 

Wherfor, no man (bo bold ne hardy be 
Tryftyng vppon this prefent pardonaunce 
To forfette, or to fynne in no degre 
Vpon the trift of fynal repentaunce, 
Which is my yeft ; and after my pleiaunce 
I yeve it them that ihal my mercy haue, 
Withoute whiche no wyght ne wyl I haue. 




CAPITULO XXXVP. 

How Juftyce by fore the Juge pUdydayene the chartre^ affyrmynge it infuffyfaunt as for 

the forfayd fowU* 

HAT tyme that this chartre was redde Juftice fomwhat egrely loked vpon 
Mifericord, and fayd to hyr thus : ^^ Syfter," quod ihe, *^ ye haue ful wel 
purchacyd for fomme of pylgryms ; but for this prefent pylgrym, thy laboure 
but lytel auayleth, as femyng is to me." Thenne Reafon and Trouth feyden to Juftyce, 
^^ Syth it foo is that this maundement is dyre£ted pryncipally to the prouoft, as lyeute- 
naunt and Juge at this tyme, and fythe, fecondly, to vs that ben his afleflburs, prynci- 
pally to hym this mater apperteyneth. Wherfore in deciiyon of ftryf go we &ft to hym, 
and fee what he feyth to this chartre ^ and, as he wylle that flial be done, we fiial 
applye vs fully withoute ayenfeynge." Soo thenne at this poynt they ben acordyd, 
and wente to the Prouoft, and toke hym this chartre. Thenne fayd Juftyce to the 
prouoft thus : ^^ Syre prouoft," quod flie, ^' I doo yow to vnderftande that this lady 
Mifericord, fauynge hyr iyfterhede, hath caufed in this Courte grete annoye in taryenge 
of oure Jugementes in this prefent aflyfe, by caufe of purchacyng of this letter, which 
ye fee your felf of what it flial auayle — it ftandeth at youre pleiaunce. But, me femyth 
forfothe, that (bmme poyntes conteyned theryime ben not to be receyued ; for they 
femyn geten and purchacyd by furreptyon, and importune prayer, whiche the fouerayne 
kyng of his debonayrte he can, ne may nought werne. But it bylongeth to yow, that 
ben his lyeutenaunt, for to doo rizt and equyte. For why? the ofience is wonder 
grete ayenft that lord, that euer is perdurable, whoos lordfliyp and foueraynte is with- 
oute ende, and mefure. Yf fo is thenne, that this prefent pilgrym fliold haue peyne 
determyned, enduryng for a tyme, I can not fe wherof herafter fliold ferue my balaunce." 
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CAPITULO XXXVIP. 

How after a longe counfeylle holden bytwene the fuge and his ajjij/ours^ the balaunce was 
lyft vp^ and the forfet with merytes was put to peyfen ayenji the fendes partye. 



m^: 



HENNE, after the fownynge of a trompette, the Prouofte lete make a grete 
conuocacion, and thus I herd hym feye : *^ Cherubyn, dere broder, at this 
prefent nede I preye yow that ye helpe. Ye alfo, Juftyce, Reafon, and 
Trouthe, and ye alfo, Peter, porter of heuen, and al other whiche of ryght oweth to be 
prefent, yeueth now good counceylle what beft is in this mater ! Loo ! here cometh 
this reuerent lady, dame Myfericord, whiche hath brought a letter to our fouereyne lord, 
to me, and to yow alfo, for this prefent pylgrym ; whiche letter, by caufe it is to yow 
vnknowe, now hereth it redde byfore yow." Thenne held they a counceyl fo fofte and 
fo ftylle that I nomore herd for a good fpace. And thenne I bethought me vpon that 
fylence, that feynt John fpeketh of in his apocalips, whiche iylence was made in heuen, 
what tyme that Sathanas was chacyd fro thennes in to the pytte of helle. Soo hoped I 
thenne Ibmme tydynges for to here ageyne the malyce of my peryllous accufour, whiche 
that abode my Jugement. So whan that this counceyl had dured a long fpace, at the 
laft I herde cryed with a lowde voys, that anon the balaunce ihold be take, and the Juge 
ihold yeue Jugement.* Anone this lady Juftyce took this balaunce by the rynge, and 
bygan to reyfe hit vp, that one bacyn henge al doune to ground, and that other was 
reyfed alofte, wherein femyd ful litel. And that other that was alowe femyd fo fill ther 
myght nomore be in. Thenne (ayd this balauncer, whiche I fond euermore fyers 
ayenft me, ** Syre prouoft," quod ihe, '^ byholde how it ftandeth, and, of all the reme- 
naunt doo as lyketh yow, for I haue done my deuvoyre, tyme is it that ye doo yours. I 
haue nomore to feye." 

Thenne faid Mifericord : — ^^ Syre prouoft," quod flie, ** ye haue wel fene and vnder- 
ftande what grace oure lord Jhefu Cryft hath graunted this pilgrym by this prefent 
chartre whiche ye haue redde and fene with your counceyl. And, as it femyth me, al 
your counceyl is wel confentyng to, and loo here the foifet, whiche by your lycence I 
haue fette in heuene,lete put it in the balaunce, and thenne ihal we fee how it wyl goo, 
and how this balaunce, wyll here it felue vpon bothe partyes." Thenne was this forfet 
put in the bacyn on the ryght fyde, whiche peyfed anone fo myghteley, that notwith- 
ftandyn al that was in that other, yet was it peyfed vp fodenly as nouzt had be therynne. 
And thenne fayd mercy thus : — " Syre prouoft ye fee by the grace that I haue brought, 
how oure parte peyfeth. Doth now youre deuoyre as the grace afketh." 



* Sec Plate 11. and Note B. 
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CAPITULO XXXVIIP. 
Here is yeuen the yugement of Saluacyon of the fewle^fendyng hym to purgatory. 



mm 



HENNE beganne the Prouoft fpcke to me, and fayd in this maner : — ^ Pyl- 
giym/'quod he, " takehedewhat I ihalfeytothe. Thou hafthere inthisCourte 
many grete frendys whos names I telle the nought at this tyme, thou flialt 
wcl knowen whiche they ben here after. But how moche this worthy lady Myiericord 
hath laboured for thy faluacion in parte thou knoweft. And fothely had nought ben 
that grace whiche that (he purchacyd for the, and for other of oure lord Jhefu whiche 
ihe wanne, and got with ful grete labour, that now {he hath leyd in the balaunce, thou 
haddeft be dampned to endeles deth, euer, withoute ende ! Soo now ihal I telle the what 
thou mote nedes do. Thou (halt take ageyne thy fcrippe, and thy burdon, whiche thou 
haddeft byfore. And here to dame Juftyce I yeue in ful charge that ihe trufTe thy fardel 
of al thy wretchyd fynnes, whiche Sathanas hath putt in the balaunce. This fardel 
ihalt thou here in to purgatorye, and there ihalt thou brenne it, and foo longe muft thou 
there abyde tyl it be al wafted, and thou clene purged of al thy fowle fynnes. Thus 
{halt thou make thy gree with Juftyce, that Mercy and fhe be fynally acorded ; whiche 
acord may neuer be brozt to an ende, but yf thy myfdedes be punyfshed at the left, for 
a certeyne tyme. And to this fhe hath goodly agreed hyr felue, flakyng hyr ryghtwys 
rygour at the inftaunce of Myfericord. And elles fhe was auyfed that thou fholdeft haue 
had eternal punyfsfhement, of whiche thou art relecyd : fpecyally by vertue of thy chartre 
of pardon, and the lytel forfet of Trefour, whiche mercy brought from heuene. And 
thynke not thy felue lytel holden to Juflyce by caufe fhe hath fo befyly purfewed 
ageyne the: for, fothely, the good lord grauntyd neuer grace in preiudyce of hir 
balaunce, ne none may be (aued withoute hyr afTent. So is fhe at this tyme afTentyd to 
thy faluacion, in this maner wyfe as I haue told the here. This is thy fentence and thy 
Jugement ; fpede the faft hennes, that this were perfourmed ryght as I haue the feyde ! " 



CAPITULO XXXIX^ 

How Sathanas maketh protejlacion ofapelefro this Jugement, 

|VT this ne fufFryd nought eafyly this curfyd Sathanas, but hydoufly began to 
crye, and fayd : — ** Mychael," quod he, ** thou doft here no ryght, but grete 
wrong and veray fals trefon, that thou fendift here this wretchyd pylgrym in 
to peyne temporel, that dureth but a fpace only, for the prayer of this vnthryfty fals 
confpyratryce Myfericord ! Myfchaunce mote fhe haue ! for this &ls buUe whiche fhe 
hath traytourfly hyr feluen counterfeted, outher elles by fals fuggeftion fubtylly pur- 
chacyd, fholde lyghtely haue be withfeyd, yf I muft haue hadde tyme and place of 
audyence. And no doubte yf Juftyce muft haue trauayled therefore, fhe wold ful foone 
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haue purchacyd a buUe in contrary. Outher, yf I myght haue gone, I wold my felf haue 
done it ; and wyte it wel, yf my counfeyl wyl it, I fhal appele fro thy fentence, as for 
veray fels and very open wrong, though I the dyfplefe yet fpare ne wyl I nought, and to 
the fouerayne Juge wyl I bryng this caufe at the laft day of general aflyfe ; and yf ther 
may be founden in thy Jugement ony poynt of errour, he fhalle fpoylen the thy worfliyp 
and of thy prouoftry with grete fhame and fhendefhyp. And certeynly, yf I wyft that it 
{hold be plefaunt to Lucefer, my lord, and al the grete counceyl of hell, anon withouten 
taryeng I wold openly appelle. Wherfor I make proteftacyon in prefence of this court, 
that within ten dayes I Ihal make myn appelle, yf foo is that my counceyl aflfente therto. 
And wyte it wel, forfothe, that this pylgrym flial no weye paflfen that I nyl doo my 
befyneffe to greuen hym yf I may •, and euer wylle I ben his enemy euen forth my 
power." Ful forrowful was this Sathanas when he fawe that he ne myght nought 
acheuen hys defyre j and grete anguyfshe he hath, when ony pylgrym efcapeth hym fo 
by Jugement. 



HERE ENDETH THE FYRST BOOKE OF THE PYLGRYMAGE 

OF THE SOWLE. 
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Here begynneth the fecond book. 

CAPITULO XL'. 

Hnv tht fivjle was brought to purgatory, 

IS[HAN I hadde herd the fentence of my Jugement, I was wonder gbd, by 
> caule of my fekyrnefTe that I {hold be faued. So thenne, withoute moche 
I tarycng, ful fmartcly had Jullyce arrayed my iardel by commandement of 
, the prouoft, and in this mene tymc fill merueylous thynges I bothe lawe 
and herd. There come an huge company of pylgiyms fyngynge with a ioyeful tone, 
eucryche of them more bryght fliynyng than the fonne at myddaye, hauynge with them 
eueriche his owne Angel, that led them by theyr handes. And this was the noble Ibnge 
that I. herd them fynge : — 

|ONOURED be thou, biyfsfiil lord on hye ! 
' That of the blelTed mayden was y bore, 
And with thy deth vs boughteft myghtcly j 
Thyne owne flcfshe and blood thou yafe vs fore. 
And for vs fuffred peynes wondre fore, 
Bothe foetc and hand nayled to the roode. 
And bleddeft al thy veray hertes blood. 

Honoured thou be, Ikder foueraync, 
That vouchefauf fuche raunfon for to fende, 
Thyne owne loued Tone to TufFre payne, 
Oure myfefe and our mcfchyef to amende. 
Thou, holy ghooft, that art withouten ende 
With fader and fonne one god in Trynyte 
For cucr honoured be thy magefte ! " 
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How the angils anjivered. 

What tyme that thefe pylgiyms had fongen in this Wyfe, theyr Aungels that ledden 
them anfwerd another fong ful fwete, and ful delycious, and feyden as it fbloweth : — 



The Angels' Song. 

Almyghty lord, our blyfsful Kyng Jhefu, 
Thou Myrour of the faders magefti, 
In whom is fene his myghte and vertu ! 
The Welle of Wytte and Wifedom is in the. 
To whoos prefence now we retourned be 
With the pylgryms which we to the bryngeth. 
To thyn honoure ful joyeful fyngeth. 

Towardes the ful long they haue trauayled. 
Thou woteft thy felf, how they haue be diftreffid. 
The fals fende, ful fore hath them aflailed. 
And greuoufly dyfefyd, and oppreflyd, 
But of thy grace his malyce was repreflyd. 
And of thy mercy wel they ben releuyd. 
And their entent fully they haue acheuyd. 

What labour and anguyihe haue we had, 
Syth that we took them in our gouernaunce, 
Jhefu, thou woft ; and now we ben ful glad 
Of all that we haue done to thy plefaunce, 
Wher for thou wylt with reward vs auance 
Suche as the lyft, aboue in thy blyfTe 
There abyde in ioye euer withouten myfTe. 

Lo ! we prefentyn to thy hand ageyne 
Almighty Lord, that thou to vs bytake. 
Honoured be thou, Jhefu, fouerayne, 
Of all that we haue laboured for thy fake ! 
Of this laboure amende now thou make. 
Thy creatures vnto thy prefence 
Receyue them, of thyn hye benyuolence. 

For though they haue ought erryd or myfwcnt. 
They haue abought it wonder hard and fore 
Ypurged with grete paynes, and torment. 
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As duely was aiuged them ; ther fore, 
Al though they had deferuyd moche more, 
The remenaunt is relecyd of thy grace : 
In heuen on hye afligned is theyr place ! 




CAPITULO XLP. 

How thefefowles left fcrtp and burdon^ entrynge in to heuene, 

'ND thus, rehercyng this delecStable fong I fawe thefe pylgrymes paffe within 
the corteyn,* theyr aungels goyng byfore. And of one thynge tooke I good 
reward, that al thefe forfayd pylgrymes leften withoute the corteyn bothe 
fcrippe, and burdon. For good fkyle it is as it femyd me, when that I hadde aperceyued 
it, that fyth theyr labour and theyr iourney was fully adertermyned, and theyr vyage 
endyd, that they (hold leue the haby te a fygne of trauaylours. And fbo alfo foone as they 
were entred within, I herd another company within, forth that fongen a fong withouten 
comparyfon more lufty than I had herd bifore. And though it paiTe my wytte, and 
myn abylete, for to counterfeten it in veray trouthe of lykelyhede, yet fomewhat as I 
can fympelly reporten I fhall it now rehercen. 

The Angels Songe within Heuen. 

'L worihyp, Wyfedom, Welthe, and Worthyneffe, 
Al bounte, beaute, joye, and blysfulhede, 
Al honoure, vertu, and almyghtynefTe, 

Al grace, and thankyng unto thy godhede. 

Fro whome al grace and mercy doth procede ! 

Ay preyfed be thou, lord in Trynite, 

And euer honoured be thy magefte. 

That by mankynde our nombre is encrecyd 
Of thefe that long haue ben in pylgremage ; 
And now is al theyr noious labour fecyd 
That was bygonne theyr fyrft dayes age j 
Here is the porte of fyker arryuage. 
Honoured be thou, worthy lord on hye ! 
And welcome be ye to oure companye ! 

Now paflfyd ben youre peryllous auenture. 
And al youre trauayl hath an ende y take, 
Ryght welcome be ye, bleflyd creatures, 
Tyme is that fcrip and burdon ye forfake ! 




• Cf. anle^ Lib. i. Cap. iv. 
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For now ye that no lengcr journey make. 
And after labour tyme is of quyete, 
Al heuynefle and anguifshe is foryete. 

For ye haue done a noble vyftory, 
And al your labour nobelly difpendyd, 
That fo ageyne youre treuble enemy 
Yow feluen haue myghtely defendyd. 
And that ye haue myfdone, it is amendyd 
By fufFeraunce of purgatory peyne. 
Y thanked be thou, Jhefu, Souereyne ! 

In heuen blyflfe here fhalye ben, with us, 
Unto the day of fynal Jugement ! 
To which day ye fhal abyden thus, 
And preyfen god with your hole entent, 
Whyle that youre bodyfe by afEgnement 
Of god, is torned to corrupcion. 
And fully fhal haue his purgacion. 

For refon wylle, and alfo goddes lawe. 
That he, whiche hath done al his befyne/Te 
For goddes loue youre luftes to withdrawe, 
Encombrynge now with moche unthryftyneiTe, 
That fto that foul and woful wretchydnefs 
Hit purged be, and al renewed clene. 
That maner wey your flefshe is that we mene. 

Soo, at the laft day, they fhal aryfe. 
And come byfore the Juge fouerayne 
To yow conioyned in a wonder wyfe 
In good acord, withouten ony payne. 
And in this ioye eternally remayne. 
What ioye is here ye ihalle aiTaye and fee. 
Honoured be thou lord in thy magefte ! 




CAPITULO XLIP. 

How an holy fiwle was brought to blyjfe with moche melody e of Angels. 

N this poynt I herde, in that other fyde, comynge a lufty melodye of wonder 
fwete fonge, and inftrumentes (bwnyng. And I byhelde, and fawe where 
come with grete folempnyte a pylgrym al vnlyke, more clere, and bryght 
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ihynyng than thefe other were, and was brought forth with an huge multitude of angels, 
eueryche hauing on hand fomme lufty inftrument, as Harp, Organs, Sawtrjr, and many 
moo of other whiche I knewe nought, ne couthe nought then defcrynen. And ib was 
he ledde among that companye, his own Aungel hauynge hym by the honde, that ibnge 
wonder lyke to this that I ihalle now rehercen. 

The Angels Songe. 

ONOURED be thou, blysful lord Jhefu ! 
And preyfed muft thou ben in euery place. 
So ful of myght, of mercy, and vertue. 

Of blyffe, of bounte, pyte, and of grace ! 

Whoos honoure may no maner thyng de&ce. 

Who is it that withftanden may thy myght ? 

But feruen the of fors mote euery wyght. 

Honoured be thou, Jhefu, heuen king ! 
Thou haft bytake vnto my gouemaunce 
Suche one that haft aboue al other thyng 
Alowed.the with lowely obey&unce. 
And loued the with fad perfeuerance. 
Thy counceyl, and thyn bye commandement 
Obferuynge, with his hertely hole entent. 

He hath nought walked in the weyes large 
That to the fleishe foo lufty ben, and grene. 
But he hath ben ententyf to thy charge 
Fro dedely iynne to kepe hym feluen clene. 
And gone the wey of trauayle, and of cene. 
Of penaunce, and of tribulacion. 
In greuous ftormes of temptacion. 

So hath he hadde in erthe his purgatorye, 
Whiche that he hath fufteyned wylfuUy. 
Wherfor, now receyue hym to thy glorye. 
And take hym vp in to thy blyfle on bye 
With the to ben in ioye eternally ; 
In what degree that to hym is condygne, 
Ryght as thy feluen lyketh to affigne. 

Honoured be thou, Jhefu gracious ! 
Thou man bycome thy felfe, for mannes nede. 
And man thou taughteft to be vertuous, 
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To feruen the by veriy loue and drede, 
Rewardyng them with blyfse for theyr mede 
That done theyre deuoyrc as they may, or can. 
Now thanked be thou, Jhefu, god and man ! 
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CAPITULO XLIIIo. 

Here ben rehercyd the excepcions of Mercy ^ and the Jugement yeuen vpon fynful fowles, 

OO thenne was this Pylgryme with grete folempnyte ledde fawe I nought 
where. But of al this ioye this curfyd Sathanas ne fawe no thyng at al, for 
he was fallen grouelynge gretyng and cryenge with a lothely voys, byholdyng 
doune in to erthe. Ful oftymes wyfshed I that he neuer muft arrife, ne fhewe his foule 
face ; but foone after this, al other wife it befelle. For Juftyce, that hadde me bitake 
my fbrry fardelet, as I haue feyd, ihe fteyh vppon the fcaiFold, and (aid in this wife : 
^' Cometh forth, ye creatures that hauen long abyden your Jugementes, and hereth 
your fentence : for many ther be of you for which Myfericord hath nought at al pur- 
chacyd, though ibo that fhe hath here a chartre of pardonne generall graunted here of 
the Soueraigne lord ! — in whiche Chartre is contyned an excepcion as touchynge 
dyuerfe poyntes which ben thefe in fpecialle : 

*^ Al they, that wilfully and wyttyngly hauen contynued in fynne to theyr lyues 
ende, paufen withoute hertely repentaunce. 

^^ And al tho that hauen been obftynate to the lawes of oure lord God, fcornynge, 
blasfemynge, and defpyfynge tho that lowely and fympelly obeyfaunt ben therto, and 
hauen nought amended theym with wylfiil repentaunce. 

'' Alle tho that wylfuUy and wyttyngly breken Goddes heftes, dyfclaundrynge tho 
that repentyn them therof. 

^^ Alle fals pilgrymes, that hauen lefte the iharp weye of penaunce, and vertue, and 
hauen gone by pathes of luftes, and of alle vnthryfty vyces, as been forfworen Wretchys 
Falfe Renegates, Traytours, Manfleers, Morderers, Theues, Glotons, Confpyratoures ; 
and alle other that wylfuUy haue applyed them feluen to wycked fynnes, that (halle nought 
been rehercyd. And al tho that haue fewyd theyr owne vycyous wylle, withdrawynge 
theyre hertes froo the wylle of oure lord god. Alfo alle Heretykes, and Scyfmatikes, 
that prefumptuoufly peruertyn hooly Scrypture by fals vnderftandynge, glofynge, cuttynge, 
kouerynge, and cloutynge with vycyous adinuencyons the lawe of Cryftes GofpeL 
And alle tho that hauen receyued ordre, ofiyce, or eftate, to mayntene Cryftes lawes, 
and they wretchydly, and cowardely, withdrewen theym to wordly luftes, nought doynge 
theyr deuoyrc in (hewynge and techynge the lawe of oure lord, ne in chaftyfynge of 
myfdoers, but only for couetyfe of wordly goodes. And alle tho that fuche eftates, 
ordres, or ofiyce, yeuen or receyuen by fymony, or fuche vnloful menes, and nought to 
the entent to proufyte 6f .theyr ofiyce, but only to be magnyfyed and maad ryche, and 
for to lede theyr lyues in luftes and delyces. Alle thylke alfo, that vppon the tryfte of 
mercy haue leyn in theyr luftes to theyr lyues ende, and hauen nought hadde veray 
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repentaunce of theyr fowle errour. And thefe and many other whiche that hauen thc]rr 
accufours here redy befydes theym, whiche ihalle haue place and audyence to appelen 
them of many other poyntes in fpecialle, whiche that ben exceptyd froo the pardon con- 
teyned in this forfaid Chartre ; for mercy hath for none fuche purchacyd no pardon at 
al, the balaunce iheweth the foothe." Soo thenne, by ordre they wente to the balaunce, 
thefe accufours with theyr empechementes, but theyr pryibnners hadden nought for to 
leyen in that other parte. And though they ought hadde, it was of no weyght. Somme 
other alfo there were, for whoos parte was leyde the forfet with the treibure. 

And they anon were aiSgned with their fiurdels to gone to purgatorye ryght as I was. 
To alle the remenaunt after, Juftyce fentencyally feyd in this wyfe: — 

'^ In the name of oure foueraygne lorde and Juge, Jhefu cryfte, goddes fone 
omnypotent, by fentence of Mychael, the prouofte of Paradys, and lyeutenaunt of oure 
blysful lord, goo, al ye condempnyd and foriuged to brenne withynn^ the fyre of Helle, 
withouten hope or trufte euer to be reluyd I 

^^ And ferthermore I aiSgne yow to comen byfore the ibuerayne Juge efte ageyne, 
clothyd in youre curfyd bodyes, receywynge youre fynal Jugement, body and foule at 
ones, of endeles dampnacion. This day loke that ye kepe whanne Gabryell (halle 
blowen with his dredeful trompe. Hyeth yow fafte hennes as the Prouoft yow hoteth, 
and commaundeth withoute ony taryenge ! '* 
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CAPITULO XLIIIP. 

Here Satbanas feafed his pry former % and hyrafte tbeymfcrippe and burden. 

HENNE lyft hym vp this curfyd Sathanas, And byganne to crye, " Hyder, 
hyder, faft cometh on with me, For alle to longe haue we taryed here 
abydynge this Jugement; and that me fore annoyeth!*' Thenne come 
there dauncynge forth a lothely companye with fowle defourmed vyiages, and grifely of 
theyr perlbnnes ; they flouted, and they taberd ; they yellyd, and they cryed, ioyinge in 
theyr maner, as femyd, by theyr femblaunt ; but foothly vnto me, and other of my 
companye, hit was the mooft peyneful ioye, and the moofte encomberous melodye that 
euer I herde byfore. 

Soo come they to theyr Pylgiymes, and faydeh to theym thus : ** Cafteth aweye 
fro yow thefe fcrippes, and thefe burdons, for of youre pylgrymage ye haue made an 
ende ; youre wardeynes ben flowen theyr weyes, of them gette ye no more comforte \ 
but we wyl done with you ryght as lyketh vs. Goo we faft in to helle : there (hal we 
fynde a warm duellynge place. 

** Now, wepeth, yellyth, cryeth, brayeth, as befyly as ye can j there is none other 
bote, and lete this be youre dyte and youre fonge : 

** * Alas ! the careful tyme that euer we were conceyued or in this World, y bore for 
to come to fo moche forowe as we ben now to war. Now auayleth nought vs oure 
terys, ne our wepyng ; for oute of this peynfiil mefchyef maye neuer be redempcion, ne 
no manere of comforte.* " 
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CAPITULO XLV^ 
Here how wretchyd fowles ben defourmyd thorugh dedely fynne, 

I OWE flialle I faye yowe, how this earful companye fodeynly was defourmed, 
that it was a gryfely fyghte to beholde vppon theytn, Somme of them were 
homed, as hoolys ; fomme of them tothyd as boores ; fomme, theyr eyen 
femyd hangynge vppon theyr chekes ; fomme hadden longe hoked clawes, lyke as they 
had ben lyons.* « « » « * 

And whanne I fawe this horryble fyghte, my herte tremblyd for drede, and I beganne 
ful pytoufly to beholde myn Aungel, to afke hym of this thynge. . Thenne fayd he to 
me in this maner wyfe : — " A wondre huge grace hafte thou founden in oure lorde 
Jhefu Cryfte, whanne he delyuered the froo this vnthrifty companye, that dampned is, 
and foo hydoufly defourmed by caufe of theyr (ynnes. Thefe that ben horned ben 
prowde men, and defdeynous, that fettyn att nought al other men, and holdyth al other 
vnwyfe, but only them feluen j and now for theyr fyers condycions of prowde auauncynge 
they ben cafte a bak in to endeles dampnacion. Thefe other whos eyen hangen doune 
vpon their chekes, that ben fuche caytyfs, that by enuyous lokyng and beholdyng on 
other mennes profperite, euer had theyr ioye of other mennes mefchyef, and peyne of 
theyr welthes ; wherfore theyr eyen be Men oute of theyr hedes. What tyme that 
thou fomtyme or this mettift with enuye, that loked afquynt, ihe enfourmed the plenerly 
of al her fowle condicion thou haft not yet foryeten. Thefe other, that ben tothyd lyke 
to hydous bores, they haue be manfleers, and morderers, in wylle or in dede, wretched 
foike and irous, fill of venym, of rancour, and of hate, neyhe to whoos company no man 
maye endure by caufe of their teeth, foo bytterly they byten. Thefe that hauen theyr 
nayles hoked, and cotchyng, they be coueytous men, that euer ben beiy by many dyuerfe 
wyfe by falihede, fleyth, and by extorcion to gaderen to them feluen other mennes goodes; 
wherof enfourmed the couetyfe when that thou mettift with her.* 



^* Now byholde, and fee with goode auyfement vpon thefe folkes that thus ben 
defourmed, and loke where thou were fiiyre and femely, what tyme that thou were in 
fuche array, what tyme that thou pailydeft in thy pilgremage. ^ What feye ye ? ' quod 
I, ' thenne I was neuer, as I trowe, of fuche facyon dyfiygured in this wyfe/ ^ Soo 
foule,' quod myn Aungel, ^ what is hit that thou feyft ? what is hit thenne that thou 
beryft foo trufted in thy fardel ? Cafte a doune fafte, for hit ihal be vnbounden, and 
thou (halt wel wyte that I haue nought lyed of nought that I haue fayd/ " Anone he 
vntruiTed my fardel, and foone was I taught that footh was that he feyde. 

For therynne fawe I greete homes longe, hokyd nayles, and defpytous fharpe teethe, 
and ynoughe of fuche other fylthe, the that ihame is to rehercen ; with whiche harnoys 
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had I ben arrayed, as thefe other were, I hade ben as fowle, and parauenture fouler, than 
ony of them alle that I had fene byfore. 

** A ! " quod I to myne owne dere aungel, ** mercy, lete me byndc agene this 
vnthrifty fardel, for I haue (poken folyly, by caufe that I knewe nought my felf. Grete 
foly it is, and huge difauauntage that al thefe pilgrims, that paiTen by the world in thylk 
dedely lyf, ne wylle not byholde, and euery daye befene their owne felf in a good 
myrrour, foo that he myght voyden the fowle fpottys, and wonderful defourmytees 
whiche he (hold apperceyuen in his owne perfone." *' Ful foth it is," quod he, " that 
thou haft feyd me now, and wel I am remembryd when ther come fome tyme to the a 
marchaunt with a myrrour,* whiche, when thou haddeft beholden, and faweft thyne 
owne fylthe, anone withouten more thow cafte it ageyne in the panere." " I haue it 
wel in mynd," quod I, *' and now hold I my felf a wretche, and a caytyf, that I fo foone 
forfoke it !" " Now here after," quod he, " foryete it nomore, but thynke how moche 
thou art holden to thy lord god, that of his grete grace hath thus lete bynde thy fylthe, 
and hyd it in thy fardel, that they maye be brente nought vpon thy perfone, as thefe 
other wretches whiche thou haft fene before the, dampned in to helle." 




CAPITULO XLVP. 
Here dampned fowles ben led to helle, 

lUT now to my purpoos. Thefe fowle fendes ledden thefe foriayd fowles 
with fuche folempnyte as they ben woned to vfen toward the fyre of helle, 
the fely fowles wepyng, and them feluen yellyng with a earful melodye. 
Grete horrour and heuvyneffe was it for to here. And fo they departyd fro my fyght. 
I fawe nomore of them, faue only my Sathanas was euer abydynge me, beholdyng alwey 
what wey that I wold take. For wel had he herd my Jugement, wherof hym ne lyked 
neuer a dele at al. Soo at the lafte, this fardel was trufTed on my necke, my fcrip and 
my burdon was ne bytake ageyne, and thenne myn aungel fayd to me thus : ^^ Come 
on," quod he, ^^ thou muft to purgatory. I haue hadde for the in to this tyme grete 
heuvyneffe, and laboure ; for thou woldeft not be rewlyd after me whyle thou myghteft 
chefe. But nowe myghte thou none other chefe, but go there, as thou art affigned, in 
to the tyme of thy ful purgacion. Long tyme haue I be taryed fro the fouerayne blyfTe 
by caufe of thy my(gouernaunce, for al though I haue prefently before me the iyght of 
the fouerayne fader, yet is my ioye in fo moche dyftra6led that thou art not ther. Thou 
fholdeft be on hye in ful felycyte." 

Thenne Sathanas auancyd hym felf byfore, thretyng me, and feyd : " withouten me 
thou ne fhalt paflen." And fo alwey he wente, kepyng and cofteyng after, as he durft, 
for drede of myn Aungel, to whome he wold not neyghen. But with ful heuy chere I 
neyhed to the fyre, whiche I (awe byfore me al black, and hydous, enflammed al aboute. 
But alweys it femyd tranfparaunt that I myght fee thorugh, as it had ben a glas. There 
fawe I alfo mony other pylgryms, that fuffred greuous tormentes of this brennyng fyr, 

• See " Booke of the Pylgremage of Man," Appendix, p. xxxiv. 
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that was wonder iharp, as femyd me ; for, therein was I caft with my wretchid fardel ; 
wherof me lyked but lytel. 

O Iwete crift ! who is it that may bethynke or feye the tormentes, and the peynes, 
that I there fuffred and that I fawe other alfo fuffren in that fyre ? there is no tonge may 
tellen, ne wryter defcryue, ne none ere of man fufFyfeth for to here, ne herte to con- 
ceyue, ne vtterly to byleue it may no creature, but yf he had aflfayed as I and other 
dyde. In euery parte, and in euery fide, the fire was bote brennynge within, and with- 
oute, ne ther is no mortal creature that wolde fuppofe, or trowen, that ony fyre myght 
be half fo hote. For iykerly, al this erdely fyre is but thyng depeyntyd in regard of that 
other, and that ihal he conceyuen that hath bothe afTayed. In this fyre I was abydynge 
ful longe, as me thoughte, about for to brenne this vnthrifty &rdel, wherwith I myfelf 
alfb brente contynuelly. Hit femyd me fothely, that I was in that peyne paffynge a 
thoufand yere. And ouer al my grete and greuous peyns it dyfplefyd me mofl in parte, 
the prefence of this Sathanas, that alweye continuelly fhewid me fo vnthrifty femblaunt, 
that dyd me a grete difcomfort, for &yne he wold haue neyed me yf he myght ; yet it 
nedith noo thynge : for I felte ynowe of that that I fuffred vpon myn owne perfone, al 
wtthoute hym. And fothely to me ne myght he not neyhen, ne done none difefe as to 
my owne propre perfone, myn Angel alweye fbo befily defended me fro his malice, and 
often tyme comfortid me, abiding euer before me, ful neye to my perfone. And elles 
(hold I nought as me femed neuer haue endured the tenthe parte of the peyne. And 
oftyme thus faid he to me : ^^ loo ! now myght thou by this wel vnderflande, and fee, 
how moche hit harmeth and annoyeth a pylgrym, for to leue the ryzt wey, and the 
trew path, that oure lord god hath ihewed to pylgrymes, bothe in the olde lawe, and alfo 
newe late eflablyfshed : in the newe, fo that for as moche as thou hafl erryd, and myf- 
went, now arte thou thus in peynes that greuen the I wote wel, wonderly fore : and foo 
thou hafl ful ryghtwifly defenied. And noo doute had not the hye mercy of oure lord 
god fparid the, and forborne, thou haddefl yet deferuid moche more. 

*' Wherfore, ne be thou nought difmayed ; for when thou art full purged of thy fylthe, 
and dyfcharged of thy fardel, foo that hit be wafled vtterly, and euery dele forbrent, 
thenne fhalt thou be fynally deliuered oute of thefe peynes, after thy defire. For, wyte 
it wel, ful heuy is to me fo long iourneyng out of my ioyeful felaufhyp, and wonder &yne 
wold I be fro hennes. But foothly, fith I haue thus fer brought the on thy wey, I wyl 
not departe fro the tyl that thy felf be purged, and thou go euen flreyght with me in to 
the hye blyfTe : for I abyde nought elles but only thy perfone."* 




CAPITULO LP. 

TVhy the fend trauayleth for to deflroyen fowles, 
HENNE fayd I to myn Angel : " I am," quod I, " hugely abafshed of this 
cruel Sathanas, that fo fowle grenneth vppon me, as it were thretyng me with 
more greuous peynes, ne it fufFyfeth nought to his malyce the peynes that we 
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fuffre, I wonder moche, and wold fayne wyte, yf he ought wynneth ther by, or may 
winne herafter ; and alio I wold wyte yf he may thus enduren within the fyre withoute 
hete or brennynge, as yow felf dothe/* ** Soothly/' quod he, '* al the cure and befy- 
nefTe that thefe Sathan doth for to greue pylgrymes is only of enuy ; for he is wonder 
forowful that the place fro whiche he was caft out, is granted them. Therefore alweye 
he occupyeth his malyce to ben auengid, yf he myghte, ne neuer hath be ynough, ne 
neuer ihalle, of fuche malycious and curfyd occupacyon. 

** For, vppon tho that ben dampned he befyeth hym contynuelly to tormente and 
dyfefe them. And no doute he wynneth nought theron, ne kepeth none other yefte, ne 
wynnyng, but that the wretchyd fowles be greuoufly peyned. And wyteth wel, when 
he feeth ony pylgrym efcapen, that he may nought tormenten hym, ne dyiefen, he hath 
an huge (browe. And trowe thou nought that he is withoute torment and peyne : fer 
alwey withouten ceflyng he is in the bote fire, contynuelly brennyng ; ther is no parte 
of hym that nys with the fyre peyned, and tormented. The caufe loo ! is this : he is 
entatched with iynne irremyffyble, ne he may haue no redempcion, for as moche as he 
fynned withouten fuggeflion of ony entycement of withoute, ageynfl hym that was his 
ibuerayne, almyghty lord of heuen. And by caufe of his fymplenes of nature he myght 
not be chaunged fro that fowle affection of pryde, and enuye. And duryng that fowle 
afFedlion he myght not» ne neuer maye, ne fhal here after to grace be refourmed. But, 
for caufe that man is of double nature, both he hath occafion of fynne by his flefshely 
kynde, and alfo chaungeabylyte of wylle, and of zSt&ion fro euvyl to good, and fro good 
to euyl. And loke ! what is his afFecStion at the departyng of thefe two natures, the 
ghoofl that is fymple, ne may neuer forleten it. So, haddefl thou departed fro thy body 
with afFedion of ony maner of fynne, withouten repentaunce, and forthynkynge of thy 
rather forfet, no doute hit had ben impoffible that euer thou iholdeft haue be laued, but 
iholdefl eternally haue ben felawe with the fende of helle. But, for as moche as the fynne 
that thou haft done was by fals entycyng of the curfyd fende, by drawyng and inclynacion 
of the freel flefshe, and not by very malyce engyncd of withynne ; — therfbre, whan the 
wyll chaungeth, the fwete lord receyueth the to his grace. For why ? he that is by 
another deceyued, by another he may be refourmed \ but he that wylfiilly decejrued hym 
felf, who may hym releue of myfchyef ? ** 



CAPITULO LIK 

The Sowle axeth why fowles hen dampned eternally^ and the Angel anfwerith, 

ND why,*' quod I, " ben they dampned to eternall peyne that were fo de- 
ceyued by the deuyl and by their owne flefshely febylyte ? And why may 
they not be reluyd by other, which that by other were falfely begyled?" 
" For caufe," quod he, " that they haue done wors, and in maner more ben to blame 
than the fend hym felf. For why ? Alfo fone as Sathan had fynned he was confermyd 
in malyce by fymplenes of his nature, ne he myght not be refourmyd by caufe of his 
vnchangeabylyte. But thefe that ben dampned, no doute they hadden lyberte of choys 
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and refbnable fpace for to amende them. And yf the fende haue myfconceyfed them, 
they hadden alio counceyll in that other fide, which that defcouered to them the venym 
and the malyce that was hyd in his fals fuggeftion. And fkylful menes they hadde alfo, 
how they (hold auoyden it, and plenly was it (hewed them the mefchyef, and the foly, 
with his counceyll ; and in that other fyde, the medeful reward, and excellent ioye, that 
was ordeyned for them that myztely withftandeth his fuggeftion. Some of them haue 
redde, and herd in fcriptures, approued examples of many good pylgrymes, how they 
haue gone and wel acheued theyr iourney ; but al this haue they fet at nought, and 
better loued theyr enemy, that drewe them to myfchyef» than theyr frendes, whiche that 
enforced to faue them ther fro. And (bo they dyden euen contrary to that they hadde 
lemed. And notwithftandynge al that myfgouernaunce, when grace was profered them, 
and mercy of al that was myfdone, yf that they wold torne theyr fowle afFedion, they 
refufed it, and wold nought therof. Wherfore I fey, and wel maye, that a creature that 
hath hadde good counceylle and vtterly refufeth it, is moche more to blame than he 
whiche neuer had counceyl, ne grace profered hym, after hys myfdede. Sythen thenne 
that thefe dampned (bules haue ben euer adherent to the fendes counceyl, obftynat to 
grace, and rebelle to al good enformacion, with a peruerted wil, and malicious herte, 
good ikyle it is, that they with hym be peyned, and tormented endeles perdurable." 




CAPITULO LVIK 

Here the fowle neybed to his dede body. 

|F fiich maner thynges I fawe many mo than I haue tyme to telle in al a moneth 
fpace, though I nought elles dyd. And thus myn Angel ledde me al aboute, 
and ihewed me, as I haue fayd, many wonder thynges, whiche I wold for no 
mannes word neuer haue beleuyd, lyuyng here in this mortal erthe, but yf I hadde fene hit 
and proued hit by myn experyence * * As me thought myn Aungel ledde me forthe, 
as though I (hold entre in to the erthe, where I felte anone a wonder greuous ftynke. 
And foo I ftent a whyle for to byhold, and fee what maner thyng hit was, that hadde 
fuche a wykked fauour. Thenne iawe I lyggyng in a pleyne many dede bodyes, 
among the whiche I apperceyued myn owne bones, whiche I knewe ftd wel. And of 
that lame it was that 1 felt fuch a fowle fente. But notwithftandynge al this fowle 
fauour, I myght not ben in pees tyl I had with that body a fpeche, by caufe of old falau- 
ihyp. " Art thou there," quod I, " thou wretched body, foo horryble, and fo fowle, 
ftynkyng wormes mete, and noryfshyng of corrupcion ? where is now thy pryde, and 
thy fyers herte ? in what lewed pleye were thou, and how haft thou loft al thy queyntyfe ? 
Sothly, as me femeth, I fawe neuer a fowler defourmed fygure. And certes, wel is 
worthy ! for I myght neuer haue ben fully venged vpon the ; for while that thou and I 
were coupled to geders, thou madeft me to lede a Ail vnthryfty lyf, and madeft me to 
lefe many a dayes labour in foleyeng, and in tyme waftyng by crooked weyes ; for thou 
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foughteft alwey thyne owne efe, and thyne owne ple&unce, and madeft me languyfshe 
with thy myfgouernaunce, alwey contraryeng to that that (hold haue ben to myn auaunt- 
age ; wher by I was brought in ful grete dyfefe and heuvynes, and haft made me ynowe 
to doo for many a day herafter. But, yf the mercy of god abredge in diftrefle, but nought 
for thy, bleffid be his grace that hath me putte me in fylcernes, oute of the perylle that 
thou haddeft me brought ynne. And had nought ben that grace, I had be loft and 
dampned by thy purueaunce." 



Ezekiel xxxvii. 
1—14. 



mw: 



CAPITULO LVIIK 

The body fpeketh to tbefowle, 

HENNE lyft he vp a lytel his foule lothely vyfage, and beganne to opene his 
horryble mouthe, feyng in this wyfe : '* What feift thou ? " quod he, " Euel 
comen be thou ! that now begynneft thus to defpyfen me, that oweft for to 
comforten me as moche as were in the. Ne thynkeft thou nought that thou fomtyme 
were mayfter, and governour of my flefshe, and that thou ftialt in that fame flefehe come 
to jugement, at the general refurrexion of me, and of al other dede. Haft thou not 
vnderftanden here bifore the wordes of Ezechyel, that fomtyme was here in the fame feld, 
and in this fame place, feynge in this wyfe, ' the drye bones here ye the word of god,' att 
whiche voys euery bone went to other, ioynynge them felf in theyr propre places, and 
fewyngly the fpyrites repayred to the bones, foo that they ftoden vp, as men, in the (ame 
perfones, ryght as they were byfore, withouten ony fpot or vylonye ? Wherfor, thou 
oweft nought fo fowle to defpyfe me, ne (bo rudely for to blame me ; for, fothly, this 
fyght that Ezechyel fawe in fpyryte, it flial be fulfylled at the day of Jugement, veryly 
and bodely, withouten ony doute. Therfor iholdeft thou not foo (hortely fette me at 
nought, for caufe that I am now thus fowle deformed, and thus greuoufly tormentid 
amonges wormes and al fowle corrupcion. For thou haft better ryght to blame thy felf, 
than to pleyne on me ; for of al my fowle horribilite thy felf art the caufe. What refon 
hath the fyre to pleyne vpon the wode, whiche when hit hath caught, hit brenneth in to 
afshes ? why Ihold thefe afshes be blamed, or rebuked for theyr vnthryftyneffe ? " *' Noo 
caufe," quod I, ^* of (kyle hath no wyght for to blame the afshes ; but bytwene the and 
me this maner of lykenes is not comparable." " Sothly," quod this body, '' this lykenes 
is accordaunt. Vnderftandift thou not that when I was departid fro my moder wombe 
with me thou were ? And after that tyme alweyes occupyedft me til I was thus vtterly 
wafted, and when thou fbndeft in me nomore for to wafte, thou forfbke me, and lefteft 
me lyke vnto afshes ? And I fuppofe wel that yf thou haddeft lefte me fodenly in my 
helthe, or els that thou haddeft by vyolence be caft oute fro me, thenne woldeft thou 
nought haue defpyfed me as afties, but parauenture called me black forbrent coles." 
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CAPITULO LIX^ 

The fowle to the dede body. 

PUTTE caas," quod I, ** that al this were fothe : yet muft I nedes blamen 
the, and forowen and compleynen that euer I come in thy companye ; for I 
was in my nature as clere as is the pure element of fyre, withouten ony cor- 
rupcion. And ryght as the fyre taketh fmoke, and derkenefle of the mater to whiche 
he is conioyned, ryght (bo toke I of the, what tyme that I approchid the, and medled 
with thy company, fuche fowle derkenes and fmoke whiche thou cafteft oute fro the, 
by thy foule, vnclene, and ftynkyng vapours." 

CAPITULO LXo. 
The body to the fowle. 

|UL wel," quod the body, ** may I anfwere to this, thou were in me aftyf as 
fire is in the wood, and I in to the paiTyf as woode is in the fyre. I ne myght 
not hyde myn humours in (bo pryue place that thou ne foughteft them oute, 
and drofe them oute fro me, whether I wold or no, fbo that I ne left nought myn 
humours by myn owne afTent, but only compellyd for to fufFre the to doo what the lyft, 
by as moche as thyne was the a£tion, and I nought but abyl for to fufFre, whether I 
wold, or no. Wherfore, yef hit fo is that in the is ony fylthe, or vnclennes, infe£Ud by my 
vapours, as thou berefl on bond, fbothe it is, fyth that thyne is the adion in me, as in 
the mater that haft thou procured thy felf, and on thy felf is only the defaute, I was 
bytaken the that thou iholdeft me gouerne, and teche in the beft wyfe. My maifter 
were thou ordeyned ; and yf I haue difbbeyed the, I trowe thou putteft on me but litel 
difciplyne wherby that I myght haue ben holden vnder fubie£tion. What that I defired 
thou grauntedeft me, and fo moche thou entendeft to my plefaunce, that I was encom- 
bred ful oftyme of our bothe ryote. So hafte thou, that iholdeft haue ben fouerayne, 
made me thy mayfter, that fholde haue ben fubget. Al that I haue defyred was but 
only of naturell inclinacion to the countre whiche I come of, that was this wretchid 
crthe. Wherfore in erthe I lye rotid, hauyng here my veray purgatory, but thou that 
art of that fouerayne countre, and the noble werke of the bye Trynyte, thou (holdeft 
haue drawe me to the with thy good gouernaunce after goddes lawe, to the countre 
which that thbu come fro. Therfore was I betaken to be vnder thy reule, and thy gouern- 
ment. But, fothely, al otherwyfe haft thou done, nought confentyng to myn vnrewly 
luftes, but moreouer ful oftymes thou haft excyted me to fynne, and moche vnthryf- 
tynes, techynge me for to cafte fleyghtes and cauteles, whiche that ne come me neuer 
of nature, ne but only by thy techyng I had neuer knowen them. And for to fpeke 
more propyrly of my defautes, thy feluen arte to blame as caufe of euery dele ; for 
withoute the myzt I not parforme no maner of defire, neither good, ne euyl. And ther 
that thou haft me cleped fowle, and ftynkynge, yf thou reward to Refon, and wel auyfe 
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thy felf, of the come all my ftynke ; for wele thou woft, that of wexe, ne of matche 
that is clofe withynne, al be it hempe, or coton, ther cometh neuer ftynke, but yf that 
it be fyrft enflammed with fyre, yf that this fyre be quenchid, thenne cometh of this 
mater fowle fmoke, and ftynke. I a(ke the, thenne, that haft lerned of Ariftotiles the 
caufes of corrupcion, wherof cometh this wycked (auour, and fmoke of the torteys when 
the fyre is oute ? Whether is it of the matche, or only of the wex ? fith it (b is that 
neyther ftynketh of theyr propre nature." 



CAPITULO LXP. 

The fowle to the body, 

OTHELY," quod I, "as I vnderftande, that fowle vnholfome lauour co- 
meth of the corrupcion whiche the fire hath caufed in the torche, what tyme 
that the fire is withdrawen hym by vyolence, or elles in maner of compleynt 
he cafteth oute foule vapours and fmoke whiche ben, as it were, terys of wepyng, by caufe 
of the harme that the fire hath done theryn in waflyng of his fubftaunce. And, as me 
femyth, the more noble that the mater is, the fowler is the fauour when it is thus cor- 
rupt, as it Is preued clerely by wax, that fmelleth wors after it is quenchid, than doth 
ony talowe." 




mm 



CAPITULO LXIP. 

The body to the fowle, 

HIS anfwere," quod the body, **fuffifeth to myn entente; for that thynge 
only that is corrupt, ftynketh, and is of euil fauour ; foo that bothe the waxe, 
and the matche, haue toke corrupcion only of that fyre that both alterate the 
mater, and appeyred hit, fpecially at the forletynge of that lame mater. For why ? thou 
haft no caufe to repreue me by caufe that I ftynke \ for in me haft thou ben as fyre in 
the wax, and me thou haft corruptyd and caufed that I ftynke; in as moche as thou 
haft thus forleten me, thou oweft of right more to be blamed than I. And more caufe 
haue I to compleyne on the, than thou haft on me. And femyth wel by the fowle 
fauour that thou felyft, whiche afcendith fro me, to the compleynyng of the corrupcion 
whiche that thou thy felf haft caufed in me. The flynke that thou felyft in me is 
nought elles but thyne owne fynne. And I feye the ferthermore, that there ben many 
one lyeng on this place al bote, withouten ony corrupcion in theyr fepulture, wherof 
the caufe is nought elles but that they were wel taught, and difciplyned, and kepte oute 
of fynne, and gouerned in a ful gracious fcole, vnder a full good and gracious mayfter, 
that had them vnder gouernaunce. And yf thou haddeft alfb holden me (hort, I had 
nought now fo fowle be corrupt ; for only by thy fynnes it is that I am fo lothely, and 
of fo fowle fauour." 
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CAPITULO LXIIP. 

Thefowle to the body, 

HENNE faid I thus, " Who that is put in a narowe fack, bounden faft with- 
out, he hath not the mayftry, ne the gouernaunce of the (ack, but the fack 
hath the mayftry of hym whom that he holdeth fo enclofid. Now this 
knoweft thou wel, that holdeft me enclofed within the, and kepteft me ful derworthly, 
that I went nought fro the, ne that I myght not doo myn own plefaunce ; fo that by 
the is it that I haue be let fro gracious gouernaunce, and thou art caufe of my forfet and 
of al my foly/' 

CAPITULO LXIIIK 

The body to the fowle. 

OW quod that other, " now argueft thou folyly ; for thy relbn is more to my 
purpos than it is to thyne. For he that is clodd in a fack hath more myght 
and power than hath the dede fack, that kepeth hym enclofid, namely, fith 
that the fack is of grete largefTe, (bo that his wyttes.mowe vfen theyr jugementes with- 
outen ony lettyng. Sothly the (ack it felf may nought meue to, ne fro, but yf he that 
is facked, meue hit of his owne myght. I haue ben nought els but, as it were, thy 
(ack, whome thou haft caryed whyder that the lyft. Thou haddeft within me large 
fpace ynowe, and al thy myght myghteft thou v(e atte thyne owne ple(ance, (bo that 
thou ne woldeft nought departe, ne fuffiren thy fack for to be vnbounden, ne difclofid 
by thy wylle," 

CAPITULO LXV^ 
The Angel endetb this parlement. 

[YN Aungel thenne auanced hym before me, and faid, *^ what, haft thou,*' 
quod he, ^^ founden caufe of Ryotyng ? Hit is ful hye tyme that the difcen- 
cion of you bothe ftynte, and take an ende ; for it is nought to youre hele 
auaylynge, bitwene tho fuche maner of ftryf and wordes (hold be meuyed, whiche that 
ben perpetuelly dampned in to the peyne of helle ; but ye that ben predeftynate to (al- 
uacion, and ftial herafter be reioyned as frendes, ye oweth nought for to ftryue, but ye 
ftiolde ben of acord } and foo wylle I that ye be, and that ye foo departen." 

Thenne my fowle body bigan to hold hym ftill, and fpak no word. And I alfo 
held my pees, and wold no more feye, faue only that I bad hym adyeu ; ^' And god 
graunte," quod I, ^^ that I maye be with the herafter in the fouerayne ioye !" 
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The Third Book gives long defcripliens ofthepainsfuferedin hell, and the Fourth Book 
begins with a veryfancifvl defcriftion called " the greene tree and the drye" containing a 
comparifon between the fall of Adam and the Redemption ofChriJl. 

Then follows an account " of two wonderful ymages one armed and the other naked 
whiche the fowle fatui" 

CAPITULO XXIX'. 

S ANY fuchc thyngcs toldc mc this wyfc lady whiche I haue now to rehercen. 
, Soo theime wcnte we fbrthe, myn Aungel and I, and at the laft I fxw 
I before me a wonder machynament, and meruaylous ! Two ymages huge, 
' of difparayl fburme, were fet in hyhe place, that one ymage was lykc to a 
lufty Icnyght lyttynge vppon horfbacfe, fliewynge firft by manere of bis contenaunce, and 
fcmyd al redy for to wage bataylle. 

That other ymage was wonderful!, as I flial flicwe herafter. And nought ne wyft 
I what hit wold mcne ; but as I aflced of myn Aungel. Neuerthclcs, I mc remembrid 
of the Aatua which Nabugodonofor fomtyme fawe in his feueuenynge. And foo was 
this refemblcd thcrto by text of the Scripture. 

This ymage was huge of quantite, and gryfly to behold j and had the hcdc of lyn 
gold, the annes and the brefte of clcne pured lyluer, the thyes of bras, the Icgges al of 
yrcn and of enhe. Thcnne ^uine I to behold toward myn Aungel, in purpoos to alken 
hym what this (ygnyfyed. *' Full well," quod he, " haft thou long tyme paffid leen 
them, and rcdde in the book of Danyel, how that Nabugodonofor fomtyme laye thynk- 
ynge in his bedde, bow that his Royamme and his peple myght he gouemed, treted, and 
demened, foo that it myght be to his own benes refte, and woHhyp to withouten. Soo 
was hit Ihewed hym in his flepe, of the lordes grace, by Interpretacion of the prophcte 
Danyel, to knowe how that it VtooA for the tyme prefent, and hit fhold ftandcn after his 
dayes ; how that bis Reame fhold be wafled, and deftroyed, what cnde it fliold take, 
and in to whoos handes it fliold bycome. The facione, and the fourme of this foriaid 
ymage baft thou fene thy lelf, in this prefent ftatua, and by the delaradon of the hooly 
prophete. Or this ymage flginylyed the lame kynge Nabugodonofor, wbicbe hadde an 
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heede of gold, to that ende that alle kynges, and emperours, and al that hauen eflate of 
gouemaunce therof, (holden taken theyr enfamples to vfen good gouernment. Take 
good heede now, what I Ihalle fejre to the, as I haue lerned and herd feyen byfore, this 
word ftatua, whiche that we tranfumen in to Englyfshe, that is to mene an Image, hit 
Cometh of this latyn word * ftatuo : * that is as moch to feyn, as for to ordeyne, fetten, 
or ftablyfshe a thynge to be nought remeuyd oute of his place, but for to ftanden ftedfaftly, 
alwey permanable. And therof ordynaunces of pryuate lawes in Reames and in comyn- 
altees ben cleped ^ ftatutes,' for they fholde be ftabelly kepte, and obferued, euer with- 
outen chaungyng. 

^* Hit was fomtyme ordeyned, and eftablyfshed to that ende that a kyng (hold ben 
in remembraunce to alle tho that were his lyeges, that ther (hold be made an Image alfo 
nyhe refemblynge to the kyng of the Countre, as ony crafty man couthe caft, or coun- 
terfeten ; that, for as moche as the kyng myght nought in alle places be prefent, ne his 
perfbne myght come to the fyght of comyn peple, they (hold bihold that Image : by 
whiche fyght they fholden be adred for to difobeyen, or rebellen ageynft the lawes. And 
this ymage {hold reprefenten the kynges eftate to euery man's herte, as though he faid 
to them in this maner wyfe : — ' Suche is your kyng, this is his land : beware ! for he 
wylle be wfoken of his enemyes, and tho that difobeyen hym/ And trewely, ful fothe 
it is, that the mofte parte of kynges, and gouernours, that haue ben in oure dayes, ben 
lyke to the dede ymages, as to ony comforte or help of the peple, and trewe maynte- 
naunce of the juft lawes. They fkren right as done weryels of ymages made of clothe, 
flopped with ftrawe, that holdith in his hand a bowe, bent to fere awey the fowles oute 
of the come j but, foothly, they (heten neuer {hotte, ne they done none execucion vpon 
extorcioners, ne tyrauntes, that falfely opprefsyn his peple, ne nought els he rewardeth, 
but only that his perfone be mayntened myghtely in honour, and woHhyp. 

^* And who that ought feith, or doth that therto repugneth, he nys but dethe's mete. 
But the wyfe kyng Salamon, in his book Ecclefiafticus, writeth and faith ryght thus : 
the gouernaunce of the wyfe man is euer ferme, and flable ; fuche as is the Juge, fuch 
ben his Jugementes \ fuche as is the kyng, eyther lord of the qrte, fuche is the peple. 
An vnwyfe kyng or gouernour, leflth his people ; but by the wytte of a fuflyfaunt foue- 
rayne, the peple is faued, and defended. Wherfore, I feye, the werkes of a gouernour 
ben properly his ' flatua,' or his ymage fourmed and depeynted to his lykenefTe, by 
maner of his gouernaunce, whiche mufl nedes be open to al his peple, be it one, or 
other ; ne he ne fhalle nought ben of power be he neuer fb myghty for to werne the 
peple jugen his ymage pryuely, amonges them, and for to defcryuen to the vttermofl, 
be it good, or badde. Of this flatua, or ymage it is, that men of hyhe power ben 
cleped * men of eflate,' for they flanden alwey open to the people by maner of theyr 
gouernaunce, that they vfen better or werfe. And euery perfone of eflate fhold ryght- 
wyfly here that name of eflate, by flablenes of his gouernaunce. And yf he be nought 
flable, but varyaunt, and flyttyng fro veray fledfaflnes, thenne bereth he the name of 
eflate after * flatua' — ^that is an ydole, or an ymage, that nothynge auaileth. Of fuche a 
perfone or gouernour fpeketh the prophete Yfeye in repreuyng his vnthriftynefTe, and 
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feyth * O paftor et ydolum domus Ifrael ; ' ' O thou wretchyd herd and fids feder of the 
hows Ifrael, that arte clothed with gold, and fette in huge arraye ; alle foike the alouteth, 
and obeyeth, and thou arte veyne, and voyde of al maner of vertue, ryght as an Image 
that nought hath of manlyhede, but only of lykenefle, by maner of fhap withouten.' 

*' Wherfore, fuche perfones of eftate (hold here theyr name of ftabylnefTe, and al 
that they (ayde or dyde fhold be of fuche delyberacion, that it myght be taken for autoryte 
of lawe, right as a ftatute, ordeyned and fette to rewle the people. And, yf fo be that 
a kynges wordes and werkes, be of fuche (adnes, and lawes keped ftably withoute ony 
cauyllacions, or fals fiiuoure of perfones, or Couetyfe of propre lucre, — thenne is thilk 
eftate trewely deryued of this latyn word * fto,' that is to feyne, ' ftand,' and ftably abide 
euer in one, by veray conftaunce of his free courage ; and thenne is this ftatua able to 
be honoured, and dred of the peple. In this maner of ftabilite ftood neuer Nabugodo- 
nofor, ne neuer had his ymage fuche honour, ne worfliip, but yf it were of Japers and 
flaterers. But, fiiortely for to fpeke, by the ftablenes of the ftatutes of a kynge, or 
prynce, wel kepte, and mayntened to gouernaunce of the peple, the gouernour is knowen, 
and in contynuel remembraunce many dayes after, and leueth, as it were, behynd hym 
a ftatua, or an ymage his allowable and fadde condicions. Wherfore, euery kynge and 
gouernoure, hath grete mater and caufe that their ftatua be foo well portreyed, by their 
good maners and fadnes of gouernaunce, that it may be loued, and honoured of the peple ; 
for no doute he ftandeth in (bo open place, that euery man full ofte cafteth to hym his 
eye, beholdyng thervpon, preifinge it, or blamyng in his herte, after that hym femeth 
he duely hath deferued. 

^' The Emperour Conftantyn fomtyme faid in this wife, as touchyng this mater: 
^ In the more heyhe place of eftate that we ben fet amonges other men, the more clerely 
be we fene, and apperceiued of euery mans eye ; wherfore all thyng that we feyen, or 
done, ftiold ben att al tymes good, and commendable, that noo repreef were founden 
therin.' This Conftantyn by this maner of feyeng, fith he had foo hye eftate as Em- 
perour, and cheef of the world, in temporel gouernaunce, he wold eftablifshe (bo hym 
feluen and his lawes, that no man iynde in hym noo manere of de(aute ; but that euery 
wight preifed and bleifid, both hym, and his lawes. 

" For why ? euery good kynge is preifed by the exampler, figure, or ftatua of his 
good condicion, and knowen therby, ryght as a man is knowen by his vifage. And 
therfor, this haue I faid, and yet kyt : that a kyng, or prynce, that hath a Reaume to 
rewle, and to gouerne, he may no belter fliewe hym felf to his peple, ne putt him felf 
in knowledge, than by his good and vertuous gouernement, by the whiche he (hall be 
honoured, and worftiiped, either els by his euyll gouernement, be blamed, and difpreifed. 
If he be a Tyraunt he ftialle ben hated, and defpifed ; if he be lachefTe of his lawes, men 
will fcorne hym, as a'dede ymage, that of nought ne feruyth."* 

« « « « ♦ 



gd/' 



* The next eight chapters contain " a defcripcion of this ymage in fpeciall/' given by the " Aon- 
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CAPITULO XXXVIIK 
Here be telletb of the Chaumpyon of liberalyte. 

;F the knight," quod I, ^^that ftondeth befydes thisymage yet haue ye feid me 
no thynge at al." " Ful foothe it is ;" quod myn Aungel, " but ful foone I 
(halle feye the fomwhat therof. There was fbmtyme a noble kynge that hyght 
Poeticus, of grete power, and wonder grete renoume. To this kynge by caufe of his 
worfhyp and alfo for his worthynefle, knowen into full ferre countrees, ther come 
knyghtes and foudyours of many dyuerfe codes, for to fee, worfhyp, and alfo for to done 
hym feruyfe, in what that hym nedid ; fuppo(yng therby for to geten honoure and fame, 
where that they (hold come after. For why ? foo grete and worthy name had this kyng 
neuer none had gretter fith the world bigan, fbo that his loos and his fame fpred euery- 
where in to ferre countre, by long tyme withouten admenuiynge, or lefynge ought of his 
renoune. Soo, after a grete whyle, there come to his Courte a knyght of a flraunge 
countre, for to feken worfhip, for as moche as he had herd fpeke of the worthynes of 
this noble kynge. And as it happed, the tyme of his comyng there was no meyne 
walkyng ne flerynge in the Court, ne no wyght founde whome to fpeken to, in fpedynge 
of his purpoos. Soo walked he forth tylle he come to the entre of a lytel gardeyn, 
where he fawe fyttyng vnder an ympe in an herber, a wonder fayre damoyfel, of pafTynge 
beaute, that ful bitterly wept, grete doel and pyte was hit to byholde. He falewed hyr 
goodly, and fhe welcomed hym ful connyngly, as fhe wel couthe. The knyght thenne 
afked of hyr, why fhe wepte fo f But fhe wold nought tellen hym, but faid it was for 
a thynge nought hym for to know; fo left this knyght to afke ony more of that mater, 
but he enquyred of hyr, where the kynge was. But thenne began fhe to wepe wel 
fafler than byfore. * Now worthy knyght,' quod fhe, * I preye yow of youre gen- 
tilnes, and for the loue of god, yf ye lyfl for to fee hym abydeth for to morowen, and 
thenne cometh, and ye fhalle me fynden in this fame place ; and I enfure you feyth- 
fiiUy, I fhalle brynge yow to a place where ye fhalle fene hym all youre hertes fylle.' 
Then fayd this knyght, ' I wylle, with ryght gode herte, doo by youre counceylle. 
But, parauenture, whan I am retorned I fynde yow nought here, ne knowe nought 
youre name, thenne fholde I hold my feluen as deceyued, and fayle of my purpoos.' 
* I am,' quod fhe, ' by my ryght name clepid " Lyberalyte," and here fhalle ye fynde 
me to morne at this tyme. Afketh of me now no moo demaundes, I praye you. I am 
foo full of forow, and of heuynes, that I haue no herte to fpeke to yow, ne to doo yow 
fuche chere as to youre eflate bylongeth.' The knyght fbo departid, and vpon the mo- 
rowe he come thyder ageyne, right as he was affigned, this damoyfel was redy, and 
honeflly receyued hym, and took hym by the hande, and foo ledde hym forthe in to the 
paleys, where the kyng was that tyme with full lytell meyny of noblefTe, or of worthy 
perfones ; but he found in his prefence an old vnfemely one. I ne can nought calle hyr 
lady, ne wyl nought difhonouren the honefle of wymmen with fo fowle a name as fhe 
femyd worthy. She was ryght fowle, disfigured with a lothely mouthe, whiche that fat 
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al a wry in ful difhoneft wife. This fame of whome I fpeke, pletid and held parlement 
fill vnwomanly bifore the kynges prefence, and bare hyr feluen boldely, right as (he were 
mayftrefTe, and hadde alle the gouernement of the kyng, and his houfhold. What tyme 
that this worthy knyght (awe this maner of doyng, he helde hym (elf abafshed, and def- 
mayed, and anone retourned hym withouten ony ipeche, feyeng to this damoyfell, whiche 
had brought hym there : * What is this/ quod he, ' that I am comen to feken oute of 
(b ferre countre ? Sothly, I am deceyued, and that wonder foule, of this kynge that I 
haue now fene ; for I haue herd all otherwyfe fpeken of his perfone, than I fee at this 
tyme prefent, with myn eye. But feye me,' quod he, 'gentil damoifell, what meneth al 
this ? and what is this old one, that (bo befily pletith in the kynges prefence ?' ^ O !' 
quod this damoifelle, ^ my dere, gentil knyght, for thefe fame it is that I am thus in 
anguyfshe, and dyfefe ; for I was woned to be loued of the kyng more than ony other, 
and euer in his companye. And that tyme was he lyke to a lord, and euery man hym 
loued, and recommendid ; thenne he hadde pryce, and renome, wel more than euer 
hadde Salamon. But now, alias ! with fbrowfuU herte, that I (hall ought (eye, other 
than worfhyp by hym that I haue founden (bo noble a lord ! For now hath he had 
newe counceylle, of folke newe comen, whiche haue brought hym fro bynethen the 
erthe this old one, that ye feeth, and dryuen me oute of his prefence. 

^* ^ And foothe it is, he is ful wery of hyr, fauynge that he dare not ofFende thefe 
counceylours, they ben (b wonder wyfe, and ben as ful of eyen as euer was Argus, that 
had a thoufand eyen ; the beeftes that feynt Johan (awe, that were (b full of eyen byfore 
and behynd (awe not half fo clerely. Wherfore hath he graunted, and eftablyfshed, that 
alle thynge ordeyned and deuyfed by theyr counceylle, (hall be holde, and kepte of alle 
men, be they more, or le(re. And fothely, the kynge ne thynketh none other, as I fup- 
pofe, but that all theyr ordynaunce is to his hye honoure, and worihip. And yf he wyft 
the contrary, withouten doubte he wold not long fufFre them ; he wold rather dye \ for 
wyte it wel, (yre knyght, theyr ordynaunces whiche they maken, is to grete greuance, 
and oppre(rynge of the poure peple. Ful foothe it is that Pharao put the children of 
I(rael in to grete feniage, and in to grete afflidions. But no wonder was it, for they 
were ftraunge foreyners, nought of his propre peple. Wherfore, though that he put 
them in trauaile, and diftre(re, it was not moche merueyle, ne (bo moch myftoke hym 
not, as yf he hadde thus oppre(ryd his owne kyndely peple of his owne countre. But 
here is it otherwife. For nought only ftraungeours, but alfo the kyndely borne men of 
this (ame land, ben troubled, and dyfefed, by counceylle of thefe fals deceyuours. Soo 
they leden the kynge at theyr owne luft, lyght as tutours and curatours, for to ordeyne 
and gouerne hym, ryght as he were to yonge within age, and couthe nought goueme hym 
feluen.* ' But wote ye euer,' quod the knyght, ' yf the kyng take ony grete auauntage 
by thefe folkes gouernaunce ?' ^ Soothly,' quod this damoifel, ^ neuer a dele at al ; 
but it torneth euen contrary. But they hauen the auauntage, and he moche harme. 
Hit is wel feene in theyr howfes ; for they hauen gold ynowe to bye, and purchace grete 
londes and rentes. They haue plente of jeweles, and of filuer ve(rel ; but the kyng hath 
nought wherof to paye for his mete, but of white ftikkes that no thyng auailen ; wherof 
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hit is grete pitc for to knowe and here. Thus is the kynge of his people waryed, and 
curfid, foo that mefchyef and myfauenture mote ncdes falle at the lafte ; bothe he and 
his Court tome to nought, and vtterly be deftroyed. For foothely, alle his trewe fer- 
uauntes ben departid fro hym, for drede of the old deuel, that hath hym vnder hande. 
But whyle that he was woned to haue me in his company, and we lyued to geders in 
ioye, and gladnefle of herte, thenne was the kynge moche preyfed, and woHhypped in 
alle the world aboute. Wherfore, fithe I fee this fowle, monftruous old one, brought in 
to his companye, for to fordone his noble Renome, and I am caft oute fro hym, to his 
grete diflionoure — no wonder though I dye for forowe. And yet weyle I more the 
lefyng of the kynges woHhip, than of myn own dyfefe ; for he had more worfhypp by 
me, than euer I had by hym, or may haue herafter.' 

" Thenne faid the knyght : * Now gentil damoyfel, ceffe of thy wepyng ; for wel I 
fee that thou art to the kyng ftedfaft, and trewe, and loueft hym hertely. But kyt me, 
what wolt thou yeue me, yf I make thy pees, (o that the kynge put awey that foule, 
mysfarynge old one, and take the to his companye ageyne ?' ^ Certes,' quod (he, 
' ther flialle neuer be that day that ye ihalle fayle of my loue. And yf I may els doo 
that may be to youre worfhip, and myn, I (halle hit done ful gladly, with all my dyly- 
gence.' * Now, by feynt george,' quod this knyght, ^ I fhal ^eke to the kyng ; I 
wol no longer tarye.* * Syre kyng,* quod he, * god yeue yow moche worftiyp ! With 
hugefuU peyne, and laboure, I am comen fro ful ferre countre, for to vifite, and fee 
youre Ryal eftate, and for to honouren yow, after my iymple power — for as moche as I 
haue herd fpeke of youre full excellent, and noble peribne ; of whiche the renome is 
fpred in all the world about Soo haue I, fyth come in to youre land, founden the 
ibothe, that ye ben fiill worfliipfiilly gouerned with Juftice in youre jugementes, and in 
your aflyfes al your ofiycers in the countre, done wel theyr deuoyre, that moche plefith 
my herte. Wherfore ye ben moche to preyfe, and commende. But of another thyng 
haue I herd fpeke of iythe I come to countre, by which youre loos and worfhip moche 
empeyreth. I haue founden a damoifell &yre, and gracious, ne were nought here 
importable forowes, that (he maketh hyr teres, and hyr pytous wepynge, whiche ye were 
woned to cherifshen, and to loue, right as youre owne peramoure. And ftandynge (bo 
that fhe hath nought myftaken hyr, ne no thyng myfdone, but moche honour and wor- 
fliip haue ye had by hir, ye haue caft hyr oute, for an vnthrifty, and vnfemely tyraunt, 
whiche ye haue take in hyr ftede ; for whiche thyng al folke prayfeth yow the lefle, and 
lefle wylle herafter, whyle that flie is with yow in companye. Wherfore, by my coun- 
ceylle, cafteth hyr fro yow, and take to yow that other, as it better byfemeth youre 
honourable peribne, and alfo your worihypfull and Royall eftate.* * Fayr fyre,' quod 
the kynge, ' ye fpeketh of a thjmge wherof ye knoweth lytell. The Damoyfel, that ye 
fpeketh of, haue I not put awey, ne taken this other : but my counceylle hath done hit, 
for my greete profite, and worfliyp. I muft nedes trowe my counceylle, and be 
gouerned after them, as euery kynge mote, yf he wylle iauen his honoure ; foo that I 
nyl not caft awey this olde, ne receyue the yong, but yf I doo it by the counceylle of 
them that brought me to that gouernaunce. But therto fuppofe I nought that they wylle 
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confenten.' * And how wyllc ye/ quod this knyght, * fuffren them thus bytrayen 
yow, withdrawynge youre worfliyppe, and your fame, by fuche maner of gouemaunce V 

* I wote nought,' quod the kynge, * but I byleue fully they done hit for my worfhyp, 
and my profyte.' ^ Soothly/ quod this knyght, ^ and I ihalle anone, right bifore yow, 
prouen the contrary, and (hewen yow openly, that tho whiche yaue yow this counceyll, 
haue done aweye the worfhip of youre name ; and &lfely is it done, and traitourly, of 
whofo euer it be. And of trefon I appele them here in prefence of you, and of alle 
youre baronage ! And here I wage my gloue, to proue this vppon their perfones, with 
my right hand. Make them to come in to youre prefence ; for I am redy for to take 
this bataille, be there neuer foo many ; therfore wille I not fpare. Soo moche I trifte 
in the trouth of my quarell, and foo moche trefon I knowe in their perfones ! Soo that 
I wille not leue them, till I haue made them for to crye you mercy, and knowleche 
their treaibn, that they haue fidfely and wickedly put liberalite oute of youre prefence, 
and brought in Couetyfe. Wherfore, fire kynge, doth me right as touchynge this 
appele. For ye maye nought with worfhip werne me myn afkyng, ye knoweth well 
you feluen.' * Soothly,* quod the kyng, *I graunt yow this bataill, for to be done in 
the playn ordeyned therfore, the eighte daye after this daye prefent.' 

** * And I accepte this ioumeye,' quod the knyght, ^ with ful gladde chere, al redy 
anone right in this fame houre.' ^ And I fhall,' quod the kynge, ^ fitten prefent as 
juge. And in this eighte dayes I enquere whiche of them alle is mooft able to defende 
this quarel, and take hit on hand.' Soo thenne, at the eighte daye, the feld was 
arrayed ; the kynge fet in his tente redy for to fee this bataylle. Forth cometh this 
knyght, ful thriftely armed, and entred the feld. And whan that the Heraudes hadde 
made theyr proclamacion, hym feluen of hye courage byganne to cryen and feyde : — 

* Cometh forth, ye curfid traitours, that haue bytrayd youre lyege lord, youre kynge, 
byreuynge hym his good fame, and honourable loos. Cometh forthe ! I defye you as 
fals and vntrewe! I fhal (hewen the trefon openly, whiche ye haue withyn yow 
pryucly counceyled. Cometh forth oute, and fhewe yowre feluen prefent !' Soo this 
knyght abode a wonder long tyme, appelynge thefe traytours, but none was fo bold, ne 
fo hardy for to (hewe hym felue : wherfore the peple that there was aflembled, and had 
longe abyden, were annoyed gretely. 

** The kynge thenne, fyttynge in his tente abydynge this bataylle, lete cryen pees, that 
he myzt haue audyence to fpeke to this knyght. Soo was this knyght clepid to the 
kyngcs prefence, and he vnhelmed hym, and come before the kynge, to whome the 
Igmge faid : ' Fayre fire,' quod he, ' I hold the for a worthy, and a valyaunt knyght, 
ful able to moche wor(hippe, and worthy for to here the figne of knyghthode, and of 
worthyneffe ; for thou haft manfully purfewed thyn appele, and haft deferued viSorye 
of thyne aduerfaryes. And in as moche as they wol nought apperen, I deme them cul- 
pable. I wol neuer truften them herafter, but they flialle haue their peynes, as to fuche 
fals traitours belongeth. And the I yeue the worftiip of the felde, as thou haft wel 
deferued ; and my felf I abandoune to be gouerned after thy counceill. Wherfor make 
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come to me the damoifelle, for whome thou tooke this batail. And this other olde 
one, I will that ihe be voided as iaft, withouten ony taryeng.' 

^^ And fo was the damoifel liberalite brought to the kynge, and that other put oute 
of his prefence ; by the which thynge the kynge recouered fuche honoure, and preifing 
of the peple, fb that al folk loued hym entyerly, as they owed their lyege lord, with al 
their hoole hertes. And here myght thou fee the courage and manfiilhede of a good 
knyght. Here myght thou fee the mefchyef of vntrewe counceylle, that made this 
gentil Lyberalite priibnd, and put oute of preefence, and curfid Couetife clepid in to 
Court, and coupled to foo hye a peribne of eftate as is the kynge hym felue. Cafte, 
and ymagyne, euery man his lufte. Worihip and couetyfe acordeth not to geders, but 
they ben euen contrary. Who that loueth that one, he voydeth that other, withouten 
ony doute* Now I feye the that this worthy kyng, for the grete courage of knyght- 
hode, and trewe counceylle, that he fond in this noble knyght, he lete grauen his ymage, 
and fet it here in this open place, for to be had in contynuel remembraunce ; and to 
that ende that euery kynge therafter (hold take enfample to kepen hym feluen fro 
vntrewe counceylle. And this is thynge wel knowen to all tho that dwellen nyhe the 
place, where this ftatua ftandeth here in open fyght." 



HERE ENDETH THE FOURTH BOOKE OF THE PYLGREMAGE 

OF THE SOWLE. 



Liber Quintus. 

Here begynneth the fyfthe book. 



Hew thtfewU was Uke out of purgatory and led vp thorough the heuinlyfperis toward 
the bUffe. 
2FTER this parlement of thefe two ymages, I retourne me ageyne to mjr 
[ fyiHt purpoos. And, Ibothly, me femyd that wonder Ijtel or nought my 
I peynes were abredged in all this mcnc tyme. And certcyne, yf it had be 
) pleafaunt to grace <lieu, me thought it had ben tyme that Ibmwhat bad ben 
leffid of my peyne, and that I had ben brought to another more reftfull place. And 
lykerly, after this, fill longc there I boode in my torment and peyne that I fufired, foo 
that alwey it dccrecyd by a litel and a litcl. And foo long I there abode that I nc felte 
no more peyne at aJ, and that my fardel was wafted and torned to nought, I fawe no 
more therof. Thcnne femyd I to my felf fo lyght, that I bygan to flee withoute ony 
lettynge, and To lawe I in to heuene, whiche was thenne to mc difclofid and open, fo 
that I law thenne the thynges whiche I baue before hand feyde were corteyned fro 
my light, that is to (eye, the hye prouoft of heuene, feynt MychacI, littyng as Juge, and 
alle thefe other that (hold make jugements of all dyuerfe peples. The grete clcrncs 
that there was within, Ibynyng al aboute, made me haue fo grete ioye, and comfort, 
that I ne felte no maner of dyfefe. Myn Angel oftymc flowe vp to that place, and 
oftyme retomed ayene, and badde me that I fliolde a whyle abyde, and be of good cherc ; 
for within a lytel tyme I Qiold be brought in to hye heuene. 

" Ful foone," quod he, ** flialle I lede the thyder, for I haue leue of the prouoft, 
and alle his aiTcflbun, that there ben prefent with hym. For now ben Mifericord, and 
Juflyce acordcd to geders j and foo ben as well Refon, Trouthe, and Equyte, withoutc 
ageyne feyng ; all they ben one, and of one wylle." When I thus had abyden a whyle, 
and fene many thynges, that is to faye, the elementes, and al that was within. Angels 
alfo I lawe fleen to and fro, and Sathanas, ful bclyly, by fee and land, and in the eycr 
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abouen. I iawe hym ful ofte fle hyder and thyder, for to efpye pylgrymes, by pathes, 
and by weyes. Soo, at the lafte, myn Aungel took me by the hand, and fyngynge, he 
faid to me thus : *' Now goo we vp in to that fouerayne Cyte, withouten more abydyng; 
for now ben ended the peynes, and tormentes, and fiilly adetermyned. Now fynge we, 
mounte we, fle we vpward, as faft as we may ! for full nyhe is the ioye whiche that 
we abyden ; we ben full nyhe to that refte that we haue longe defired, that neuer Ihalle 
failen, ne be ended !" And thus fyngynge, he ledde me forth, and (hewed me the fyrma- 
ment. But in this poynt I fewe grete foyfon of byrdes, in euery fide aboute, that fonge 
in the eyer, no thyng els feyng but euer '* Jhefu ! Jhefu !" withoute ony ceflyng. 
" What may this be ?" quod I to myn Angel, " where haue thefe byrdes lernyd thus to 
fynge fo redyly, and luftely to nempne this blyfsful name Jhefu ? It is grete ioye, and 
folace to here them, and for to fee them alfo it is a plefaunt thynge." '' Certes," quod 
myn Angel, '' thou fholdeft nought ben abafshed, for thou haft fene them er this, but 
thou art not auyfed therof, now at this tyme, ne haft bifore this tyme taken but litel hede 
of their fwete fonge ; and that hath hyndered the gretely. And grete dole hit is when 
that mortal folk taketh none hede to theyr owne auauntage. Thefe ben the byrdes 
that god almyghty maad, to that entent, that mortal folke fliold take theyr example, to 
done as they done, Thefe ben cleped larkes, whiche that in latyn haue the name of 
preifing, and of worfliyppyng, and ben cleped ' alaude,' nought withouten caufe. For 
why ? they ryfen, and mounten ferre fro the erthe, and fpreydyn theyr wynges, preyfen 
god with theyr mery fonge 5 and alle theyr difport and pley, is to fyngen ' Jhefu.* And 
no byrd is in erthe whoos werke and occupacion is haluendele fo iayre. They ben the 
fygure and the patron, by very lykelyhede, of the ioye of paradys of angels, and bleiTed 
fpyrytes, that there contynuelly worlhipen theyr creatoure, with grete reuerence, and 
honoure. And they alfo haue take enfample of contemplatif men, conuerfaunt in erth, 
that hauen contynuelly Jhefu in theyr mouthe ; therof they maken all their fong and 
folace, fpredde and extendyd with cryft on the crofs, by compaffion of hert prefynge 
hym alwey, withoute ony ftyntynge. And thus for to done, nought only morta Ifolke, 
but alle thynges fourmed of god, counceyled the three children in danyels book. And 
Dauyd in the ende of his (awter clepith alle creatures for to preyfen god. * Preyfeth 
god of heuene firft ye blysfiill angels, for ye haue gretteft caufe. Preyfeth god bothe 
fonne, and mone, fterres, and alle that yeueth lyght. Preyfyth god, ye hyhe heuens, 
and waters that ben abouen in the fyrmament, preyfith the name of the hyhe lord ! for 
only his name is, and oweth for to be, exaltid, and prefyd of alle creatures ! ' And wyte 
it wel, for fothe there is no thynge that it ne dothe his deuoyre, but only mortal man, 
whiche that is abouen alle creatures bounden mooft therto. Soo, haddeft thou fomtyme 
(bo done thy deuoyre, lyke to thefe larkes, thou haddeft not (bo longe be lette fro this 
ioye, but euer now here after this ihalle be thyn occupacion, when thou arte in heuene. 
That ftialle be ful haftely ; goo we faft thyderward, for we ben loked after !" 

Thus, thenne, myn Aungel ledde forthe, and ftiewed me the fyrmament, whiche 
with his tornynge aboute made a wonder Armonye, foo melodyous, and (b full of fwete- 
nes, that alle erthely Inftrumentes that euer haue ben, or ben at this tyme ordeyned by 
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deuys of mayftres of mufyk, Ihold be fctt at no reputacyon of hym that had herd that 
iblace, and that myrthe. The caufe of this melodye is the merueylous mouyng, and 
wonderful! tornyng of the fpyeres, whiche I faw tornen, and wenden, eueriche within 
other, by contrarious mouyng, and by embelif, tornynge fo fwetely, they entercounted 
to geders in their circute about the erth, and alle other eleofientes, withouten ony tyme 
ceflyng, or reftyng. Two greete fpyeres faw I tourne, that one within that other ; in 
the Innermore of whiche, the fterres were faftned bryght, and clere fhynynge, (bmme 
more, and fomme lefle, as it lyketh to the fouerayne maker. This nether fpyere, after 
the wordes of tholome,* fo contraryeth contynuelly the mouynge of that other, that in 
a honderd yere ne hyndereth a degree, fro there he was beforne. And thou {halt vnder- 
ftande, that in the hole compas of the fpyere ben of fuch degrees thre honderd and fyxty. 
Within this Innermoft fpyere, I fawe feuen other fpyeres, moche lefle than thefe other 
two, of whiche feuen eueriche was lefle than other, as nedes muft the lefle be con- 
teyned within the more. And within eueryche of theie fperes, there was a Cercle, 
embelyfyng fom what, and thwartyng the thycknes of the fpyere ; whiche Cercle clepeth 
the different. In the circumference of eueriche of thefe cercles, was fette a lytel 
Cercle, whoos compas ne pafEd nought the forfaid thyckenes ; which Cercle is cleped 
of Aftronomyens the Epicikle. This Epicicle was foo wonderful fet vpon this diflPer- 
ence, (bo that it abood not euer in one poynt, but moued vpon this Cercle by ordre, 
and procefle^ fro place to place, about this forfaid different. 

In eueriche of thefe Epycikles was fitched one of the feuene name couthe planetes, 
that ben cleped of clerkes ilerres erratiks ; faue only, that the fbnne was withouten 
epycykle, fitched euer in circumference of his different. Thefe epycycles beren aboute 
merueyloufly the bodyes of the planetes, fbmtyme forthward, fomtyme backward ; (bm- 
tyme abouen, fomtyme bynethen, fo that who fo hadde playnly fene the mouynge of 
them euerichone at ones, hym ihold wel haue femyd, that they hadden pleyed and made 
grete ioye, namely, for to here the merueylous melodye whiche that they maden in theyr * 
mouynge. As I thus beheld this merueylous tornyng of thefe forfaid fpyeres, that moch 
delyted me, myn Angel ledde me heyer ; and abouen al thefe fpyeres he (hewed me a 
water, whiche that beclypped them in compas al aboute. Soo clere it was, and pure in 
hit felf, that nature (hold haue ben abafshed in the beholdynge. For, as to my juge- 
ment, (he made neuer fuche an other. For clerely faw I through oute this water, alle 
thyng that I had fene byfore, bothe erthe, and fee, and alle other elementes, with all 
thefe forfaid fpyeres enclofid within. Forth pafTed we thenne, thorugh another fpyere, 
that femyd all of Criftall. And forthe I behelde, and fawe far abouen me, the prouofl 
of heuen, whiche as me femed, I had fene bynethen ; and there I fawe al the Court 
fyttynge, with the fame perfbnes as is bifore feid, alle but Sathanas, and the peple abyd- 
yng jugement ; for them ne fawe I nought. 

" What maye this be deere Wardeyn ? ** quod I. " Me thynketh that I faw many 
yere ago this fame prouoft, fyttyng in his aflTyfes in another place, whyder ye hadde 
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brought me for to anfwere to Sathanas, myn aduer(ary, of myn olde errour.** Thenne 
beganne this Aungel foftely to fmylen, and faid in this wyfe : " Haft thou nought 
mynde," quod he, ** vpon the black corteyne that was drawen bytwene the and the 
prouoft, what tyme that thou were abydyng thy jugement ?" " Certes," quod I, " ful 
wel I remembre therby," Quod this angel, " thou mufte vnderftanden that the fyrma- 
ment was but as a corteyn, bytwene thy fyght, and that thou feeft now prefently. And 
moche more clerely fhall thou fene herafter, what tyme that thou arte pafGd fomwhat. 
Ouermore, this corteyn femyd black, by caufe of the fyght that deceyued the, that fo 
fowle waSy infedl with filth of thy iynne. Alfo, it was nought well apertynent, that 
thou haddeft that tyme (eyen ony thynge that (hold haue gladed the, or caufed ony ioye 
in thy herte. Ful foothe it is, that for a lytel moment that corteyn was withdrawen, to 
that ende that thou fholdeft fee how fowle thou were deceyued, that thou, thorugh thy 
foly, haddeft lorne (bo moche blyfshe. If that this Court femyd the lowe at that tyme, 
and not here, on hyhe, as thou feeft now, in foothnes, yet was it not fo in very trouthe; 
but this (ame place it was, that now thou feeft it inne. But to fynfiil wretches this 
Court femeth lowe, and nyhe to theyr fyght, for the more peyne and drede that they 
(hold haue therof. What tyme that thou were alowe at thy jugement, thou faweft this 
Court nyhe the, for as moche as thou haddeft deferuyd the dethe of endeles damp- 
nacion; but now, thou art efcaped by the grete grace that god hath done to the. 
The femyth that the Court hath chaunged his place ; neuertheles, in (bothe, hit is no 
thynge fo, as thou fhalt knowen clerely when thou art pafled the corteyn, of whiche 
thou art now fulle nyhe. The entre, that is, the Cryftallyn, that yett is not ouer- 
paiTed; this (ame hit is which that thou clepedft the Corteyn.'* ^^ Sootehly," quod I, 
^^ foo am I furpryfed of the Joye of this Countreye, that I not what to afken, ne wherof 
for to fpeke." ** Seye, or afke,** quod he, *' what that the lyketh. The grete com- 
forte, and folace, of this Countre, is (b moche merueylous, and the perdurable ioyes fo 
blysfuU, and glorious, that herte may not thynke, ne no tong telle. This is Jerufalem, 
the noble, Royall Cyte ; to whiche thou were excited for to trauaylen, fomtyme in thy 
youthe. This is the ende of thy iourney, and the fynall refte of alle thy pylgremage." 
Thus this Aungel talkynge to me, and ledynge me forth thorugh the criftallyn, I come 
where he made me to behold, and loken al aboute. There fawe I foo grete lyght, and 
clerte, that it myghte not fall in no mans mynde fully to defcryuen it. And though 
that the fonne were feuen fyches clerer than it is now, it fufiyceth nought to (hewen 
hym felf in prefence of that lyght, that was fo excellent. 

Ful foothe it is, that oure blysful lord Jhefu (aid in his Go(peI, that in his faders hous 
were many dyuerfe manfiouns. And this found I veryly trewe ; for this hows is chyef 
and pryncipalle of alle other howfes. And to this hows all other ben fubget, and fer- 
uantes, whether they wylle or noo. And for to vnderftande fhortly the manere of this 
hows, the largenes therof may not be comprehended by thought of mannes wytte ; for 
it is Infynyte. Now fhall I feye yow of thefe manfions, and of the grete dwellyng 
places that ben in that noble Cyte, after my power, and after that I myght fene hit my 
felf; for foothly, I fawe therof not the hondred part, ne no part proporcionable, as 
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to regard of .alle the hole cyte. For why ? this cyte is fb large, that hit is enddes, 
bothe in lengthe, and brede ; and of endeles thynge maye no proporcion be lymyted, 
ne accounted. And no doute the grete heuen, with the fterres, in regard of whiche, 
the erthe hath no proporcion fenfible, that may ben ai&gned at certeyne, and yet it is 
nought endeles, ne infynyte, as clerkes knowen wel, ne may nought enclofen within it 
felf foo many fmalle pelotes, of the quantite of a fmall pefe, as this noble cyte may 
enclofen within it feluen, of fuch worldes as we fene, and dwellen in, acountyng the 
world for as moche as is enclofid within the fterred heuene. And yet {hold it femen 
neuer the fuller. For a thynge that is infynyte maye not be fulfilled. Wherfore, I may 
full well feyn, and afFermen, that I ne fawe not the hondred parte of Royal habitacions 
that weren in that cyte. And euery habytacion yet femyd me as moche, and no doute 
wel more, than alle this wyde world. 

But alle thefe forfaide manfions weere cleere, and tranfparaunt, foo that I myght fene 
clerely thorugh oute them alle, as ferre as me lyfl. Thefe manfions fb wonderly were 
difpofid, that euerichone enuyronned and enclofid this world that we ben inne. Hie 
centre of the myddes of this Cyte, was oure lord hym feluen, fulfyllynge alle this huge, 
noble, and merueylous cyte ; but the boundes, or the bordures of this cjrte, ne mowe 
nought be founde. The beaute of this manfion ne maye no man telle, ne diifyne the 
ioye, and the grete arraye, the enhabitours of the places, the ordynaunce of theyr dwel- 
lyng, theyr ioyefiill occupacion, the fwote lufly fmelle, the glorious difportes ; the 
fwete and lufly fbwnes, and delicious (bnges, maden alle heuynes fully to be fbrgeten, 
and for to conceyue a ioye, and a gladnes withouten ony ende, contynuelly, with grete 
reuerence, to worihipe, preyfen, and honouren oure bleffid (aueour ! In the place next 
to this Cryflallyn, was put this Comyn peple that come fro purgatory, and they conty- 
nuelly anfwered to them that fongen aboue. Ful often was rehercyd this word ^' ianc- 
tus," and ful deuoutely (bngen aboue, and bynethen, there was ne tune of mufik that 
ther was forgeten : the fayre dyapente, the fwete Dyapafon, and ofte, amonges other, the 
lufly Dyatefleron felle in theyr fonges. And who that had herd the (bng that was among 
the Angels, by wonderfuU entermellynge, and full fwete accord, he myght wel haue 
£ude that there was a fefle, difparayle to alle fefles that euer he (awe before. Thenne 
was feynt Poule, of whom that I had redde in his owne fcripture, that he was rauyfshed 
in to the thyrd heuene, and there he fawe fecretes wherof he wold not (peke, feyenge 
that no man ne owed, ne durfl fpeke therof. And fayne I wold haue wyfl whiche 
that he cleped the thyrdde heuene, fithe hit (bo was that I fawe foo moche merueylous 
clerte and ioye, that ther is no creature in this erthely Regyon that myght thynken or 
conceyue foo moche as I faw. 

Thenne faid me myn Aungel : " Of the AppofUe paule, I iaythe for certe]me, that 
he hath his heuen above, as many other feyntes haue ; but he was rauy&hed in to a 
full hyhe place, where that was fhewed hym moche of goddes pryuytees, whiche that 
were fhewed to none but to tho that were fully bylouyd; whiche pryuytees, were 
nought to be tolde to them that dwellen alowe in erthe, for they wold not byleuen hit. 
Soo fholde they neuer be the better thouz that it were told them. On that other fide. 
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thefe priuitees were fb grete, and merueilous, that he held hym felf vnable and vnworthy 
to (peken ought therof. And foothe hit is, that he ne myght nought feye hit ; for hit 
pafTed his wytte. Thenne mufte hit nedes paflen the power of his fpeche. And alio, 
no doute, euery man is holde for to kepen pryue the counceylle of his lord, but yf he 
haue commaundement, or leue, at the left for to telle hit forthe. But, in as moche as 
faynt powle was cleped of god a veflel of ele6lion, and fhold ben excellent in the pryn- 
cipal merites, for which merytes he (hold deferue the treuble Aureole, that is to fey for 
mayden hode, for prechyng of goddes lawe,and for martirdom, fhedynge his bloode for 
the loue of Crift — therfore was he rauyfshed through oute the two, in to the thirdde 
and hyeft, that is martirdom. In the fyrft heuen of vyrgynte, that firft is in worchynge, 
and firft his deferuyd, he was taught in the lore that bylongeth to maydens, and alfo to 
them that ben maryed wherof he fpeketh in his Epyftel to the Corynthes where he feith 
De virginibus. In the fecond, was (hewed hym the fourme of Criftes feithe, and alle 
the hoole gofpel, ryght as he fhold prechen it after. Soo thus he feythe hym felf, notum 
vobis facto euangelium^ I make knowen to yow, to wyte, that the gofpel prechid of me 
I had never of man, but only by reuelacion of oure lord Jhefu. In the thyrd heuen, 
was (hewed hym the mede, and the reward, that he (holde receyue, yf he dyd his de- 
uoyre, to that ende that he (holde be the more afcerward, for to done his befynefs in ful 
hope, and truft, for to receyuen that noble reward, whichetonge maye not telle, ne herte 
thynke, ne no creature maye veryly, ne worthy ly, deferue, but only of the grete good- 
nes of our blef&d lord, as hym felf feith : non funt condigne pajftones huius temporisy all 
the paffiones and peynes of his lyf ne ben nought condigne, ne euen worthy, to the ioye 
and blyiTe, that fhalle be fhewed in vs. Now fhall thou vnderftande, that what tyme 
faynt powle hadde ben ther abouen, and was retorned ageyne in to the world, he 
coniydered and was wel auyfed of thefe worldes that he fawe abouen in that blyfTe, and 
faid in this wife : Regi feculorum^ to the kynge of worldes, immortall, and inuyfyble, to 
hym only god, honoure, and glorye in the world of worldes ! 

<< Holy chirche alfo feith, as oftymes as (he prayeth god of helpe, or of grace, or dothe 
hym ony worfhippe, hit is nought foiyete but that he feith euen in the ende that his 
regne dureth by worldes infynyte. And therof prophecyed Dauyd and fayd ryght thus : 
Regnum tuutn regnum omnium feculorum^ thy regne and thyn empire is the reame of alle 
worldes." ^* Here nedeth hit,'* quod I, ^^ that thou me anfwere to a lytel doute whiche 
that I am inne. I here yow well fpeken here of many worldes, but in latyn the world 
hath twoo names; for it is cleped y^r«/»m, and hit is cleped alfo mundus; nought 
for thy it is not al one in clere vnderftandynge, though we, for defaute of langage, take 
one for another. For well I conceyue that mundus is the material world, but fecu" 
lumj is taken for the endurynge of the world. Neuertheles, the competifter in the 
Craft of the Kalendar, he cleped feculum the * tyme of an honderd yeere,* and ye 
clepe feculum the world here abouen. What mene ye wold I wyte, by this 
equyocacion of that name ? " ^^ Sothly," quod this Aungel, ^^ he that made this 
compute, and the kalendre, ne faw neuer thefe worldes, only the world bynethen he 
faw, for his tyme fuppofyng that there were no moo, ne none other. And, for as moche 
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as mannes age pafSth but feld the place of an honderd yere, therefore, he cleped that 
fpzce feculum, that is the tyme of durynge of a man's world ; foo wold he thenne, by 
diftribucion of many honderd yeres fewynge by fuccefSon, eueryche after other, fhewen 
the pluralite of worldes : wherof the fcripture maketh fo ofte mencion. And ryght as 
the world bynethen is made of many honderd yeres, and fo of many worldes whiche 
though the nombre be vnknowen to man, yet it is atermyned at a certeyne ende in the 
fizt of god ; rizt fo is this fouerayn world made of Infinyte, fuch hole worldes, withoute 
ony nombre lymyted euer to be endyd. So feith holy chirche, pre(ynge oure lorde, 
that he regneth and (halle regne by worldes Iniynyte. And that thou trowe me the 
better of this that I fey, what tyme that hooly chirche maketh mencion of the Trinite, 
in the vers Gloria patrsy that ofte is reherced, he feith in this wyfe : ^ woHhip, and 
ioye, to the fader, fone, and holy ghoft, as was in the begynnyng, now, and euer (halle 
be, in to the world of worldes/ Ne it fufficeth not to fetten this word femper that 
is ^ euer,' but yf he adde therto in fecula feculorum whiche wordes no man may 
conceyue, but yf he haue hoole vnderftandynge. For this word femper enclofith 
nomore but al the tymes of the world binethen, whiche fhalle haue an ende : but by this 
word fewynge in fecula feculorum^ wherby is vnderftonde this world her aboue, that 
conteyneth fuche worldes withoute nombre infynyte, that ne euer (hall ben atermyned. 
Yet fliall I feye the ferthermore : oure lorde god that in hym felf is Infynyte, iythe that 
his grete power maye nought be comprehendyd, no doute his werkes ben infynyte alio ; 
fo that none entendement ne may them vnderilande. For why ? he werketh and 
maketh as many werkes as better ben made, than vnmade. And no doute there is noo 
good thynge vnmade, that he ne may make. And there is no good thynge that he may 
make, that he ne hath made, maketh now, or fhal make herafter. For he is the welle 
of all manere of goodnes ; and he hym feluen is fbuerayne bounte. Therfore, hit is 
conuenyent that his goodnes be (hewed and fpred aboute among alle his creatures. He 
muft nedes contynuelly flowen oute his bounte ; for there is nothyng that may therof 
empefchen hym. How thenne durft ony wyght trowen, or fuppofen that he wold 
leuen his regne that is infinite, vngarnyfed of his werkes, as a thyng deferte, and was 
as thynge that were forfake ? 

^* But, fithe he is almyghty that he wolde anone fulfille hit with his creatures i for 
hit is wel fyttynge to eueryche that may doo wel, that he (holde doo hit, wherof he 
may nought faile that may doo what he wylle. Wherfore, when thou hereft fpeken of 
worldes infynyte, ne be thou nought abafshed ; for, fith hym feluen is infynyte, his 
werkes muft of refon be endeles ; for he maye nought be voyde, ne ydell for to werken 
thynges that ben profitable, belongynge to his worfhip.'' 
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CAPITULO IK 

Thefowle axeth a quejiion of the manfyons ofheuene, 

lYTH ye haue," quod I/* faid me thus moche, yet wyll I afcen a lytell what 
more, yf hit lyke yow for to feye me, of that I couete to knowe. Of thefe 
worldes, and thefe wonder manfions, in whiche the feyntes of heuen dwellyn, 
fomewhat I fee, but fayne wold I yet knowe a lytel what more, for to vnderftande better 
that I haue herd before." " O fwete god," quod he, " what feift thou ? haft thou not 
lyued in erthe more than fourty wynter ? and yet, for al thy peyne and befynes that thou 
hafte put to lernynge, with labour of thy wyttes, yet knoweft thou but lytel of the 
world in regard of alle ! And now thou arte comen hyder thou woldeft knowe anon al 
that there is merueylous, ordynaunces that ben withoute nombre ; but, certes, that 
(halt thou neuer knowe in to the tyme that thou haue beholde in the mirrour of the 
fouerayne deyte, that is god hym feluen, wherin thou (halt fee clerely all that thou canft 
defire. I fee nought but that I will gladly telle thee fomme thynges in fpeciall, of whiche 
thou haft mooft defire to knowe. For yf I (hold fpeke of all, I (hold neuer make an 
ende. So feye me thenne wherof thou haft lieueft for to here." ** Of eyghte worldes," 
quod I, ^^ wherof thre ben corowned with flowres of difparayle kynde and coloure 
eueryche fro other ; herof wold I here tydyng with right grete defire. One of them is 
corowned with feire rede rofys, that other with rodys, and the thyrd with lufty 
prymerofys and lylyes entermellyd, and gracioufly arrayed. Of thefe thre worldes, and 
of the other fyve, I hadde leuer here fpeke, than ony thynge elles, for caufe of the grete 
Joye that I fee therynne. Ther is none herte that he ne muft be rauyfshed with the 
defire of ibo hyhe, and excellent gladnes of this rial cyte, whiche that I am ynne, 
thanked be the lord of his grace ! " * 
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CAPITULO V\ 

Of the eyghte mancion^ that is of the godhede. 

HE eyghte worlde, whiche thou feeft hyheft of alle, theryn fytteth the hyghe 
kynge, and in myddes therof is fette his royal throne, that is wondre precious, 
and fill clere polyfshed. And it is full lyke to the fonne, but his was moche 
more reede, and alfo moche more fhynynge bryghter in it feluen. 

" There he yeueth his blefsynge in euery parte aboute, to them that hym feruen, 
and obeyen, as to their fouerayne lord. Abouten hym is that ioye with whiche he is 
corowned, more lufty and fayre hit myght nought be deuyfed. And this corowne is ful 
fowen of precious ftones ful bryght Ihynynge, of merueylous beaute. 



* Chapters III. and IV. contain detailed defcriptions of the " feven corowned manfions/* and of their 
occupation by faints, martyrs, &;c. 



76 



Pylgremage of the Sowle. 



^' Among the whiche ben fette, wonder fubtylly, fterres of huge light, wonderfully 
fparkelyng, and caftyngoute hemes of huge bryghtynes, and pafSng clerte.'* 

In this poynte I ganne to byhold in to the hyhe heuene, that euerydele fhyned as 
bryght bornyfhed gold. And there I (awe a merueylous cerkie, of (yngulere gretnefle, 
conteynynge within it felf wonder grete fpace, and a full circuite hit made, the gretenes 
therof ne couthe I not gefle, nor acounte. 

This Cercle entred in to that one fide of that golden heuen, and come oute in that 
other, in maner of a Reynbowe. This Cercle in his bordure was, as me femyd, of 
mefurable brede of coloure, faphyiyn, and was redyly lyned by ordre, and fet full of 
fterres, wonder bryght fhynynge, and clerely flammynge, whiche were fette by thyrty, 
and by thyrty, in fuche a maner wyfe, that in euery thyrty was fette a grete fbnne, as 
me femyd, as large as the bordure of this Cercle. 

Abouen this Cercle Aungels fbngen, and maden moche melodye with many dyuerie 
inftrumentes, that yf ther had be herd fuche a fonge in erthe, I fuppofe that the ftones 
iholde nought haue kept them fro fyngynge, for the pafTaunt ioye. There nys thynge 
in erthe that ne wold haue hafted thyder, and have receyued lyf by meuyng of this 
forfaid cercle, different foo mefurably it torneth aboute. Thefe forfaide Aungels ledden 
thre fpirites whiche were coroned with gold, and clothed to the foote, of reed bloody 
purpre, gyrd with ceyntes of gold, wonder bryght fhynynge, within this golden heuen 
they entred. And in a litel while they comen oute ageyne ; and all thefe other fayntes 
oute of thefr manfcions afTembled them, redy for to mete with them. And foo they 
wenten aboute enuyronnynge the heuene, and fyngynge befily, and faid in this wife : — 
^^ Blef&d bee thou, lord, oure god, and oure fouerayne god, Jhefu goddes fone, that 
bought vs with thy blood ! that fb honoureft oure felaufhip, for the good dedes of 
whiche we ben partyners of thy fouerayn grace." Thenne I bethought me vppon the 
byrdes as thrufshes, and thruftels, and ftares, which I haue fene fyttynge in aflfemble 
vpon an hye tre, in a clere day, fyngynge fo fwetely and preifing the lord, that is hyr 
creatour ! Ryght fo dyde alle thefe fayntes, ful befily, honourynge and preyfynge the 
fouerayne lord aboue, ful mekely and deuoutely ioynynge theyr handes. 



CAPITULO VK 

Of the kalender of heuene* 

DERE Aungel,'' quod I, ^^ feye me, I byfeke yow, teche me fbmewhat of 
the yonder Cercle, and aUb of that (blempne feft, whether that it endure in 
fuche fblempnyte.'* ** Thou woteft well that the chirche militant," quod he, 
^^ that laboureth here in erthe, hath in comyn vfage for to holden oftymes folempne 
feftes, fomme more, and fomme lefTe, after the tyme and dygnyte bylongyng therto, and 
after the worthynefTe of the fayntes for whiche they ben holden : eyther els, for fomme 
fpecialte of feruyce that they owen to them, as knyghtes to feynt George ; Goldfinythes 
to feynt Dunftone ; and foo forthe, of other ; thenne to that ende, that no defaute be 
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ne the tymes foryete, ne falle oute of tnynde, att whiche tytnes fuche feeftes (hold be 
holde they ben wryten in a kalender, eueriche in theyr ordre, as the yere falleth. Now 
is it fo, that this chirche mylytant, enforceth for to fewen, and counterfeten, as moche 
as he may, the hye chirche aboue. For wel (he wote, and vnderftandeth, that fro 
thennes £he come, and there (he bygan, as the doughter comyng fro the moder. Loo ! 
thus fcyth feynt Johan, * I fawe/ faith he, * the cyte of Jerufalem, dcfcendyng newe 
fro heuen ! ' And yf thou knewe clerely, or vnderftood this thyng, thou fholdeft wel 
wyte what it is that thou haft fene, here aboue, and that it is the exampler, and the patron 
of this cercle aboue. 

** This Cercle aboue that thou feeft, is the kalender ; whiche, with the tornynge 
aboute, fheweth the dayes of the (ayntes, what tyme they ihall folempnyfe theyr feftes. 
Euery yere this cercle maketh a torne aboute ; euery fterre ftandeth for a day ; and 
euery fonne for the fpace of thyrty dayes, whiche is cleped a monethe* 

^^ But thou {halt vnderftande the mefurynge of thefe dayes after the mouynge of the 
materiall fbnne, and fterred heuen bynethe ; for we taken for a general rewle, that 
thefe ben none alternementes of dayes, neyther of monethes ; but one contynuell day 
that neuer fhalle ben ended, alweyes, that other may be had parfyte remembraunce of 
alle thefe that haue put peyne and laboure, to louen oure lord god, as fbme hauen for 
his loue fhed all theyr blood, and fbmme in otherwyfe fufFred grete dyfefe, the dayes of 
theyr obitus, in whiche they yelden theyr ghooftes, ben marked in this prefent kalendre. 
The fterres that ftanden, as I haue fayd the, in ftede of the dayes, haue fuche an 
ordynance as I fhal here telle the. The day byfore the fefte that fhall be folempnyfed, 
the fterre fheweth hym felf, caftyng a heme of ful grete clarte to the fame faynt of 
whome fhalle be the feft, for to make this fefte the more notabely to be knowen to all. 
Thenne cometh the angel of that fame feynt, of whome fhalle be the feft, with moche 
multitude of other Angels, to the forfaid fhynyng fterre, fyngyng, and makyng moche 
melodye, and bryngyng with them this for&id faynt, and prefentynge before the magefte, 
ryght as thou haft fene here, thre clothed in purpre, and corouned with gold, whiche 
entred within the golden heuene. Thefe thre ben thre noble marters, that myghtely 
ftoden for the feythe of Cryft. That one is faynt Laurence, whiche that now the 
day of his fefte is brought byfore our bleffid lord. Thefe other two ben feynt Steuen, 
and feynt Vyncent, whiche that were in erthe of the fame ordre of dekene. Thefe 
gone forth with hym for to doo hym honoure byfore the hyhe lord. There is before 
oure lord now made an huge afTemble of moche multitude of fayntes, that ben comen 
for to fee this grete folempnyte, and for to amplye this fefte with ioye, and with 
preyfyng of god. Right foo afier them, by tornynge of this Cercle, cometh forth other 
fayntes in the fame wife, eueriche after other, as theyr dayes fallen, for to holde alfo 
their folempne feftes. For this maner of doyng ne ftynteth no tyme, that here nys a 
fefte ; neuer the later nought all y lyke lyall, but fbmme ben holden more folempne 
than fbme, after the merites of them for whome they ben ; but alweyes lytel fefte fawe. 
I neuer here, but alle grete, and ryall. And yet I feye the more^ there is holden a ful 
ryall and folempne feeft of Mychael the prouoft, and alle his companye of angels, in 
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remembraunce how he chacid lucifer fro hens in to helle. And alfo in honoure of alle 
thefe orders, and lerarchyes of thefe hooly Aungels, they doubleth thefe fefte, and 
fheweth them feluen before oure lord god, preyfynge and worlhyppynge, with grete 
folempnyte. Alfo in the' fefte of al halowen, euery faynt in this cirkle taketh his owne 
place, as it is ordeyned them of god. There is the grete afTemble of his honourable 
Court gadred to geders. A wonder thynge to tellen of the ioye and myrthe of the 
fwete fonges, and of the lufty Inftrumentes, founynge ful delycioufly." 



CAPITULO VIIK 

How the Angels recordyd theyr fonges ageynji the corny ng of oure lord. 

* • * # « « 

IHEN it was come to the tyme that this plaunte was woxen, and fhewyd hym 
felf openly to the world al clene aboue the erthe, the Angels that nought 
elles dyde no longe tyme hadden doo but abydynge this fefte, recordynge 
theyr fonges and theyr ioyeful armonye, and hadden longe tyme boren naked fwerdes to 
warden the entre of paradys and forth do vengeaunce vppon wretchyd fynners : anone 
they putten vp theyr wepen, Cherubyn forthmoft of alle, and taken theyr Inftrumentes, 
and bygonne to pleyen foo delycioufly that heuen bygan to laughe of the newe ioye that 
there was begonne.* 





CAPITULO XIIIP. 
Thefonge of Aungels on Efiem day, 

ONOURED be thou, Jhefu faueoure, 
That for mankynd were done vpon the rode ! 
And therto woldeft done vs that honoure 

To fede vs with thy flefshe, and blood. 

Was neuer fefte vnto vs half fo good : 

For wonderly oure ioyes doth renewe. 

Euer heryed be thou, blysfiiU lord Jhefu ! 

When thou were dede, to helle thou defcendyd 
And fette them oute that lyen there in peyne. 
For by thy deth oure mys is amendyd ; 
The thyrd day thou roos to lyf ageyne 
With hyhe tryumphe, and ioye fouereyne, 

• The intermediate chapters contain ** The fonge of the natyuyte of oure lady ;" " the fefte of the 
Annunciacion of oure ladyj" "of the purificacion ;** "the fong on the twelue day j" and "thecaufes 
why the fonne entred the (igne of Cancer/* 
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As Champyon of wonder hye vertue. 
Honoured be thou, blysful lord Jhefu ! 

On thurfday thou a noble foper made, 
When thou ordeyned fyrft thy facrament ; 
But moche more it dothe oure hertes glade 
The dyner of this noble day prefent. 
In whiche thou fhewed thy felf omnypotent, 
Ryfyng fro deth to lyf, it is full trewe. 
Honoured be thou, blysful lord Jhefu ! 

The greuous iourney that thou toke on hand, 
Hath clerely made to euery wyght appere 
In foothfaftnes to fee, and vnderftande. 
That only was thy talent, and thy chere. 
So fufiyfaunt, loo, that oure raunfbn were 
Superhaboundaunt, ouer that was due. 
Honoured be thou, blysful! lord Jhefu ! 

Now for this fefte fhalle we feyen the graces, 

As worthy is, with all oure dylygence. 

And thanken the here, and in all places. 

Of thy full bounteuous benyuolence, 

Thy myght, thy grace, thy fouerayne excellence. 

Thou art the welle, and ground of vertu. 

Honoured be thou, blisfull lord Jhefu ! 



^^ Thus moche haue I iaid of the gloryous fefte of refuredion. But yet haue I for 
to ipeke of that other fefte, that alfo bylongeth to the fygne of Cancer, in whiche Crifte 
retoumed to his blyfTe. At the days of holy Afcenfion the Angels of heuen belyen 
them in theyre array, for to meten with this blei&d lord, and to conueyen hym vp in to 
his faders prefence. Of the Royalte of this fefte hit is fill hard to ony creature to maken 
declaracion. For, no doubte, the eyer was foo fulfylled with Aungels, and eueryche in 
hyr places, to abydynge the comyng of this glorious lord, with (bo moche ioye, and huge 
melodye, that who fo had comen amonges them, he (hold fully haue trowed that there 
had ben none other heuene ; eyther els, that heuen had ben tranflated in to that fame 
place. No doute but many a legyon wenten to the foote of Olyuet, ordeynyng theyr 
proceffion to brynge hym therupon \ and there were afTembled ayenft hym, al that com- 
pany e whiche that he had taken oute of helle ; and, amonges other, the theef that deyde, 
before hym come fill deuoutely, and thanked hym of his grete mercy. Thenne faid 
this glorious lord to them in this wyfe : — ^ Cometh, dere chyldre, cometh on with me 
in to my ioye ! for tyme is that I prefent to my fader the proye that I haue toke oute of 
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the peyne of helle. Ful dere baue I bought yow, and yet I hold me content with my 
ioumeye.' Soo goothe he forthe with his belouyd difciples, this companye fewyng hym, 
in to the mount of Olyuete. And there he took his leue of his moder, and of die his 
other difciples, and wente his weye vp in to his blyfle, aiSgnyng his company, euerych 
in to his place, after that they had duely deferuyd in erthe. So was he receyued in to 
the hyhe throne of his faders magefte, with hyhe (blempnjrte, and to a veray fulfillyng 
of this ryall pafTage ; yet many of thefe Angels abyden behynde, Yf ony man wol axe, 
what lord it myght be that went in fuche array, of foo moche multitude of peple, they 
myght aniwere and feye, as the ibothe was. In witnefs of whiche thyng two were fene 
openly clothed, in whiche that he feyd to the Apoftles in herynge of other, * ye people 
of galylee (that by interpretacion ben cleped people of paflage,) why wonder ye ib moche, 
lol^nge in to heuene ? For douteth it nought, ye fhalle (ee hym come doune to the 
fynall Jugement, in as grete array of gretter than he goth hens now. And therfbre, 
fyth that ye ben here but pylgrymes, and peple of paflage, arrayeth yow agejrnfte that 
tyme, that ye may be redy when that he retourneth to his blyfle, to paflen in his com- 
pany.' 

^^ Loo ! this is the fefte, and the hyhe folempnyte of Cryftes afcenfion in the fygne 
of Cancer. But of the lygne of pyfces yet haue I for to feyn ; for after this the Apoftles 
whiche many of them were fyfshers were fiilfylled with the holy ghooft, thefe were the 
iyfshers whiche that Cryft found in this worldly fee, and took them with the nette of 
his grace : whiche fifshes he putte in the ftewe of his loued Chirche, where they haue 
fpawned and multyplyed foo hycly, that alle the wyde world is fidfylled with the fru)rte of 
theyr good labour. The fefte of thefe fifhers is halden in this wyfe : — ^ther was made 
in heuen a wonder fowne, and fodenly was fente doune the hooly ghooft in femblaunce 
of fyry tonges : thefe tonges were taken them as for their pryncipal Inftrument for to 
fyfshen with. For Cryfte found them as fyfshers, and made of them his fy&hers ; and 
efte made them fyfshers, and fente them for to fyfshe this wyde worldly fee. In this 
fefte al the holy Apoftles comen vnder this Cercle, and ben prefentyd forthe byfore the 
hooly trynyte, with huge fonge and melodye, and hooly fayntes fewyn theyr aflemble, 
fyngyng, and feyeng in this wyfe : — 

^< Honoured be thou, hooly ghooft on hye ! 
That vnto a people of foo poure eftate 
Haft yeuen that grace, to ftande myghtely 
Ageyne tyrauntes fyers, and obftynate ; 
For to fubdue them to thy pryncipate, 
To leue theyr errour, and theyr lyf amende. 
Euer heryed be thou, lord, withouten ende ! 

Thou yafe them wytte, and connyng for to preche. 
And courage, for to ftanden by the lawe, 
Al maner folkes for to wyfse, and teche 
Fro vyces alle theyr luftes to withdrawe. 
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And of theyre lord and god to ftande in awen ; 
To thy plefaunce theyr hertes to entende. 
Honoured be thou, lord, withouten ende ! 

This fyfshers auoyded ben of flouthe ; 
For blandyflyng, for manace, ne for drede 
They fpared not, but ftoden by the trouthe. 
Of peyne, and torment, took they none hede. 
But fayn to fee theyr hede and fides blede, 
Ful myghtely thy lawes to defende. 
Honoured be thou, lord, withouten ende ! 

* * * *' In prefence of the hyhe Trynyte thou (halt for euer abyde ; therfor, 
when thou comeft thyder, and art of his hye grace benygnely receyued, thanke hym of 
all thy hert ! The prouoft alio, when I (hall bitake the, thou muft thanke with full 
lowely chere : for I fliall anone goo to hym, and ordeyne for thy comyng. And oftymes 
wille I come and vifite the, and fhewe the diuerfe fightes, wherof thou (halt ful hugely 
merueilen. And to (halt thou ioyefiilly abide the general refuredlion, when thou (halt 
eftlbnes receyue thy body, and ben to hym ayeneward conioined, and withouten ende 
ioyefully lede your lif to geders/' And euen with this word this Angel flewe his weye 
yp in to heuene ! And, as I loked after hym, a wonder huge light defcendid fro the 
hye heuen, finyting on myn eyen, (bo that it made me for to opene them, after that they 
hadde long tyme ben clofid in flepyng. Soo thenne I awoke, and found my iblf lyeng 
in my bedde, wherof I was ful fory that I was (o foone departid fro (b mochel ioye, as 
I was nyhe to ward, as me thought, after fo moche peyne, and in heuinefle whiche I 
had Ijrued, fo many thoufand yeres, as me femed. And by this tyme the Horologe had 
fiilly performed half his nyghtes cours, fhewynge that the fonne was comen to the Angle 
of the erthe, and haftyd hym vpward toward the eeft oryfon, to brynge ageyne the day. 
And fodenly the belle gan fowne the hour of mydnyght. And I me remembryd that I 
had not yet flepte fiilly thre houres. Now, Jhefu, yeue me grace for to comen to the 
trouthe of this blyfshe, wherof I haue dremed, foo that I may here deferuen for to haue 
it, porfytely withouten ende ! And foo he doo to allc tho that goodly, and benyngly 
expownen myn auenturous dreme, and goodly corredlen, where that it nedeth oughte 
to adden, or withdrawen. 

Here endeth the dreme of pylgremage of the foule^ tranjlattd oute of Frenjhe in to En- 
glyfihe^ with fomwhat of addicions. The yere of our lord M. CCCC and thyrten^ and 
endeth in the Vigyle offeynt Bartholomew, [23 Avguft.'] 

Emprynted at Westmestre by William Caxton And fynysshed the sixth 

DAY OF JUYN THE YERE OF OUR LORD M. CCCC. LXXXIII AnD 

the first yere of the regne of kynge 
Edward the fyfthe. 
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|T the end of the MS. Egerton, 615, which is likewife a tranflation of the 
^^ Pelerinage de TAme,'* and from which our coloured drawings are taken 
(but which is unfortunately imperfedl at the beginning), the followmg 
curious pafTage is added to the text : — 
Now, Jhefu, gife me grace to come to the trowthe of this blifle, which as me 
thought I had be inne, be femyng of my dreem ; fo that I may here deferue to haue it 
pariightly wt owt ende ; And fo he do alle tho that benyngly expowne myn Auentures 
Dreem, and goodly corredle it, where that it nedith owght to amende, or withdrawe ; 
For yere may no thing be approvid, ne afFermed, but if it be founde in the feith be 
aduyfement of kunnyng clerkes. Wherforc if owt in this procefle be founde vntrewe, 
wite it my fwevene, and fo befeke I alle that ihal rede it, or here. Here endith the dreem 
of the pilgrimage ofthefoule tranjlated owt of frenfch in to Englyfch the yeer of owe lord 
m cccc xiij°^» Verba tranflatoris — and I, die fymple and vnfuffifaunt tranflatore of this 
litel book pray and befeke, as lowely as as I kan, to the reder or herer of this procefle 
to forgeue it me, yt I haue not tranflated worde for word, as it was in the frenfche, 
fomewhat becaufe of ille wrytyng of myne exampler, fbmewhat becaufe of bard frenfch, 
ipecialy fith I am but litel expert in that langagc ; fomewhat al(b, becaufe of fome 
thinges yt were diiFufe and in fom place ouerderk. Wherfore I haue in dyuers places 
added and withdrawe litel, what as me femed needful : no thing chaunging of the pro- 
cefle, ne fubftaunce of the matiere, but as myghte be moft lufti to the reder or herer of 
the matiere. 

^^ Alfo, I muft excufe me to the reder or herer of the matiere, in fom place thei it 
be over fantaftyk, nought grounded, nor foundable in holy Scripture, ne in Dodoures 
wordes ; for I myghte not go fro myne au£tore. 

^^ AUb in myn addicions, fpecially in pletyng of mercy, and in the (ermon of Doc- 
trine of nature, of the foule — and here at the ende in the matter of the Trinite, if I haue 
faid owt other than Autentik, I befeche you all to amende it, which yt haue kunnyng 
in jrt matiere, more than haue I ; for myn is flmple, and of litel value. 

^^ This is the mark at the begynnyng of myn addicions A K and this at the ende, 
R. W." 
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Note A, page 19. 

^ERPENT ailb a beman bead. Perhaps the moft Bncteot reprefentidons of this 
figure are (o be found in thofe papyri of the ancient Egyptians called the "Ritual 
of the Dead," io which arc depifled the progrefs of the foul through the regions of 
the nether world (Hades) to a future Date of eziltence. Facfimiles of the Ritual 
have been given in the great French work entitled " Defcription de I'Egyptt,*' " Roflelini Monu- 
menti deir Egitto," Dr. Lepfius's "Todten Buch," Lord Belmo re's " Hieroglyphic Monuments" 
(plates], and others. A limilar form occurs in feveral of the woodcuts inferted in Anioinc Verord's 
profc verfion of " Le Pelerinage de I'Arac" (fpccimens of which are given in the prefent volume). 
At the end of the pilgrimage reprefented in the Egyptian papyri, the foul is condufled by her 
guardian angel into the great Hall of Judgment, where the deeds done in the body are placed in 
the balance in the prefence of OGris, the judge of the alSze, who paOes fentence. A reprefenlation 
of the fame fcene became a favourite decoration in mediseval Chriftian Churches, of which many 
veftiges have been difeovcred of late years in this country ; with this difference, that in thefe 
frefco paintings St. Michael was fubftituted as judge of the tribunal for Ofiris. In the woodcuts 
above mentioned, publiflied by Verard, the woman-headed ferpentpurfues the foul, like an accufing 
fpirit, into the Hall of Judgment, feats hcrfelf in one of the fcales of the balance to counterpoifc 
the good deeds placed tn the oppofite fcale, by the foul telling her at the fame time that her name 
is " Slnderefis" or the Wtrm »f Catifdenee. This monaiUc legend of the fourteenth century may 
therefore help to explain the fymbolic form given by the Egyptians to Remorfe of Confcience, 
under the figure of the Cobra di Capella with a human head. 



N0T8 B, page 36. 

Antnt tbii laij Juftite task this hataunct hj the rynge. Sec. In illuftration of this, we may 
mention a frefco painting difcovered in Preilon Church, near Brighton, in 1830. The church 
waa built towards the end of the reign of Henry III, and the date of the painting u prefumed, 
from thecoftume, to be of the reign of Edward I. See Jrtbaehgia, vol. xiiii. p. 314. 




The fubjedl reprefented is the murder of Thomas afiecket;.and beneath the principal figures 
is an angel in the aft of weighing the fouls of the departed^ an office commonly appropriated to 
Michael. (See numerous authorities cited in Gough, Introd. to Sep. Mon. vol. ii. p. cczxiv.) 
The devil is feen. driving, by his weight and (Irength, to pull up the lower and fuccefsfiil /bale, 
in which is a little figure whofe fate is in deliberation in the poflure of prayer ; and hcfide it is 
another figure (probably the Virgin) applying her ftrength fo as to counteract the efforts of the 
adverfary. 

Of the date and hiftory of the adoption of this religious emblem into the Church we are not 
informed. The feleClion of the Archangel Michael from the celeftial hierarchy for this office 
mud have arifen from his being confidered by the Rabbb in the Jewifh Church as the officiating 
angel o^ juftice, as Gabriel was o^ mercy i and he continued, probably for that reafbn, to be fo 
reprefented in the Chriftian Church, ** bearing the fcales in his left hand and a fword in his 
right" (vid. Callot's Figs, of Saints), and he was, moreover, the efpecial guardian of fouls after 
death ;^ and in general, as the devil is the fworn enemy of good and holy men, fo Michael is 
their efpecial protedlor againft his afTaults and accufations.** There is an early tradition of a 
conteft between Michael and Satan for the pofTeffion of the body of Mofes (vid. St. Jude*s EpifL 
V. 9) ; and hence it was handed down to the Chriftian Church, through the writings of the 
Rabbis, that afimilar contention exiftedfor the poffeffion of every departed foul. But in itfelf the 
fubjefl of the fcales prefents fo fimple and clear an image of the fcrutiny to which our works are 
to be fubjed after death, that a very flight authority from Scripture (cf. Job xzri. 6, Pfalm bdi. 9, 
Daniel v. 27, ^/ alibi), and the tradition of the early Church would be fufficient to eftablifh 
its reception in the middle ages. The invention is indeed fo natural, that we find it in Homer 
(Iliad, viii. v. 69, xxii. v. 209), in Virgil (^neid, xii. v. 72), and in Milton (P. L. iv. v. 995) ; 
and iEfchylus founded a tragedy upon the fame idea, of which, however, only a few fragments 
remain ; but from Plutarch's account of it, and the drawing from it on an Etmfcan vafc (fee 
Lanzi, Ling. Etrus. v. ii. p. 224), it appears to have had the clofefl analogy with the fubjedl of 
our prefent inquiry, for Achilles and Memnon are themfelves placed in the fcales of Jupiter, and 
their mothers, flanding befide each fcale, are praying to him for the fuccefs of their fons. In 
Homer, Virgil, and ^fchylus, the fcale afcending to heaven is the token of good; in the prophet 
Daniel, Milton, and in this painting, the metaphor is changed, and the afcending fcale is made 
the fign of lightnefs and infufficiency . 

In one part of the paintings in the Campo Santo at Pifa we fee the fouls of deceafed men 
efcaping from their mouths in the forms of youthful figures, for the pofleffion of whom much 
contention takes place between the good and the evil angels. And this fame idea is reprefented 
in many of the illuflrations of the early Block-books, and it occurs alfo often in frefco paintings 
on the walls of churches, as, for inflance, on the tomb of Henry VII. at Weflminfler Abbey, 



* '< Cum anima afcendit ad portas Hierofolymc coeleftis Michael Dux Magnus cum ipfa aicendic, eamque ialute 

excipic.*'— PiRKX, £/n'acer, c. 42. *' Cum David mortuus eft angeli fuperni noluenint ipfi tranfitum per portas Hiero- 

folymae celeftis concedere. Michaeli vero precepit Deua ut Davidem unburn introduceret per portas.** — Schemoth 

Rabba. 

^ ** Mickael €t Sammael (SatanasJ fiant ante tbronum Scbekimtf et Satanas accufat ; Michael yero merita IfraelitaruiD 

proponit/*— JuLKUT Rubini, fol. 72, 73. See the interefting and learned Notes to the 4th Difcourfe of ReghuU 
Heber*s Bampton LeShtres, where the charader and office of Michael are treated of, and from whence the above quota- 
tions are copied. 
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and on the tower at Glaftonbury, of which the following account is contained in Warner's 
" Hiftory of Glaftonbury :"— 

*' St. Michael appears to have been chofen as the patron faint of all fach places of Chriftian 
worlhip as were iituated on lofty and commanding emmences. The faithful recognized him as 
the head of the hierarchy of heaven, the combaunt and conqueror of the great dragon, and 
thought that the fenfe of his dignity and after value of his high achievements would be befl 
exprefTed by confecrating to his celebrated name thofe ecclefiaflical edifices which, from the 
loftinefs of their lite, would be vifible at the greateft difUnce. Hence we may infer that the firft 
ftru6ture on Glaftonbury Tor would be dedicated to St. Michael ; and upon the fame principle it 
was that the Church, of which only the tower now remains, bore the name of the faint in former 
times, and continues to be called St. Michael's Tor or Tower at the prefent day. Over the door 
are two panels of fingular fculptures : the one reprefents St. Michael holding in his hand a pair 
of fcales, and weighing the fiible againft Satan, while another devil vainly ftrives to make Saun's 
fbde preponderate." 

** St. Michel. L'archange St. Michel etait confidere au moyen age, comme le prote£leur 
des tombeaux, et le mefTager envoye de Dieu pour prefider aux deflines du genre humain. Cette 
miffion explique fuffifamment le grand nombre de chapelles erigees fous fon invocation dans les 
cimetieres et les egUfes du moyen kgc.**^^Revue Arebeologique^ v. ii. p. 548. 



Note C, page 44. 

It having been fuppofed by fome that the Romiih doctrine of Purgatory might have originated 
in Egypt through the medium of the Church of Alexandria, to thofe who are interefled in tracing 
the origin the following notes may perhaps be of ufe in the courfe of their invefUgation. '* If 
anywhere," fuggefb a diftinguifhed divine of the prefent day, '* the DoArine of Purgatory ought 
to be found in notes upon Herodotus, Book ii. chapter 123, where the author fUtes the Egyptian 
belief in the immortality and tranfmigration of/ouis^ Larcher has no allufion to it. In Wheeler's 
** Geography of Herodotus," p. 439, there is a notice of the way in which fludents imagine that 
they fhall find in the Egyptian rites (bme relics of true religious ideas derived from contad with 
the Ifraelites. Mr. Wheeler thinks fuch notions are all a fimcy. My own idea would be, not 
that the Roman Catholic Purgatory was taken from a Pagan or Egyptian fource, but that both 
the Roman Catholic doflrine and the Pagan dodlrine have their root in the fame inftindb of the 
human mind. Under any fyftem of religion (Chriftlan and Pagan) men feel they have not that 
purity which God will accept. They alfo fee that there is in fuflering a certain chafbening 
influence. Thefe things put together lead them to invent (as what appears agreeable to their 
reafon) the dodrine of a purification of the foul in a future (late. The idea oi fire being the 
purifying agent was, I fhould think, drawn from St. Paul's expreflion, ** faved fo as by fire,'* and 
our Lord's, ** tytry one fhall be falted with/r^" — both very difficult paflages. 

** The old Egyptian do^b-ine of a future fbite," fuggefb another eminent divine, ** has many 
refemblances to Chnftianity. But I do not believe that any of the dodrines were derived from 
hence. The Egyptian Purgatory, I believe, followed the Judgment, inftead of preceding it, nor 
did the Roman Catholic dodlrine of Purgatory originate in Egypt, but in Weflem Africa and in 
Rome. The two fathers in whofe writings it firfl appears are (i.) Auguftine and (2 } Gregory 



the Great. Had it come from Egypt, we (hould have heard of it firft in Alexandria, and ic 
would have been adopted by the Eaftem Church, which is not the cafe.** 

" Broughton has endeavoured to prove that this notion has been held by Pagans, Jews, and 
Mohammedans, as well as by Chriftians; and that in the days of the Maccabees the Jews 
believed that fin might be expiated by facrifice after the death of the (inner.'* — Buck's TbeohguaJ 
Di^ionary, Article ** Purgatory." 

" Rolls of papyrus filled with pi6lures, and explanations of them in hieroglyphics, are not 
unfrequently found in the tombs and mummy- pits of Egypt. The contents are always repetitions 
or abbreviations of the fame formula. This has been called the Great Ritual, or, more properly, 
the Book of the Dead, for the firfl part of it contains the adventures of the body, and the fecond 
chofe of the foul, after death. This lafl commences with a fcene reprelenting the bark of Athom, 
the fetting fun, in the twelfth hour of the day, in which the foul has juft embarked for the 
purpofe of being conveyed in it to the nether world. The firft charafter of the hieroglyphic 
name of Heliopolis appears near the boat, denoting that the fcene is laid there. After thb defcent 
the foul met with many adventures in the regions of the dead. It had to contend with many 
enemies, and to appeafe many divinities, before it arrived at the great hall of truth or judgment, 
where all its anions while incarnate in the body were weighed in the balance, and its future 
deftinies depended on the refult of the ordeal. The prefiding Judge at this afiize is fometimcs 
Ofiris, and fometimes Athom, in the many repetitions of the judgment fcene that occur on monu- 
ments of every defcription." — Egypt i her Teftimony to the Truth, page 17. 

*' A belief in tranfmigration fuggefled to the Egyptians the poflibility of the foul being con- 
demned to inhabit the body of fome unclean animal. 

*' It is true that the duration of this punifhment was limited according to the extent of the 
crimes of which the accufed had been guilty, and when the devotion of friends, aided by liberal 
donations in the fervice of religion, and the influential prayers of the prielb, had fufficiently 
foftened the inexorable nature of the gods, the period of this flate of Purgatory was doubtlcfs 
fhortened, &c, 

" Plutarch fays that ' the Egyptians thought the fouls of men, which dill furvive their bodies, 
returned into life again in animals ;' and that * they confidered it right to prefer for facrifice 
thofe in whole bodies the fouls of wicked men were confined during the courfe of their tranfmi- 
gration;' while the precept in the Golden Verfes of Pythagoras commands men to 

abftain from food connedled with the purifications and folution of the foul. 

** The reafon of this purification of the foul I have already noticed, as well as the greater or 
lefs time required, according to the degree of fin by which it had been contaminated during its 
fojourn in the world. Herodotus fixes the period at three thoufand years, when the foul returned 
to the human form ; and Plato fays, ' If any one's life has been virtuous, he (hall obtain a better 
fete hereafter; if wicked a worfe.'" — Rawlinson's Ancient Egyptians, vol. i. pp. 428-9. 

** Une partie des pa'iens, furtout les Platoniciens, ont cm que les ames etaient purifiees par le 
feu apres la deflrudlion de leurs corps. Platon, dans un de fes dialogues, femble reconnaitre un 
tribunal, oii les morts qui n'ont commis que des peches legers feront condamnes dans I'autre 
monde a des peines finies et proportionnees a leurs fautes. Les Egyptiens, les Hindous, les Boud- 
hifies et tous les autres peuples qui croient a la metempfycofe, admettent par la meme un 
purgatoire ; car la tranfmigration des ames n'efi, fuivant leur dodlrine, qu'un moyen d'ezpiation 
et de purification, apres lequel feulement les ames peuvent jouir de la beatitude. 



Notes. 

** Plufieurs pcuples anciens avaient aufli et plulieurs religions modernes ont encore coutume de 
puri£er par le feu ; pour cela on pafTe rapidement a travers des flammes, ou on expofe la perfonne 
qui a des fouillures a la chaleur plus ou moins intenfe du feu. Tels etaient les Amnnonites, les 
Pheniciens, les Carthaginois ; tels font encore les Parlis, les Siamois« les Regonans, les Ofliabs, 
&c." — EncychpSdie Tbeologique, par M. L'Abbb Mignb. 

Note D, page 70. 

llfis nether fpyere after the words of Tbolome. " The * Ptolemaick Syftem * (of the heavens) 
is that /yftem which was invented by Ptolemy, the great Alexandrian afbonomer, the illuftrator 
and maintainer of it, though the invention was much older, having been held by Ariftotle, Hip- 
parchus, &c. 

'' This is an bypotbejisj order, or difpofition of the heavens and heavenly bodies, wherein the 
earth is fuppofed to be at reft and in the centre, and the heavens to revolve round it from eaft to 
weft, carrying with them the fun, planets, and fixed ftars, each in their refpejfiive fpheres. Next 
above the earth is the Moon, then the planet Mercury , next Fenus^ above her the Sun^ next above 
him MarSf and then Jupiter i beyond him Saturn, over which are placed the two Cryftalline 
fpheres, and laftly the primum mohiUi fuppofed to be the firft heaven, that gives motion to all the 
fpheres. 

*• This fyftem was generally believed till the difcovery of America difproved one part of it, and 
the confideration of the rapid motion of the Sun and the other planets put Nicholas Copernicus, 
a famous German mathematician, about two hundred years ago, upon forming a new fyftem that 
might be more confiftent with the celeftial phenomena, and late improvements have put this 
Ptolemaick fyftem quite out of countenance, and even demonftration is not wanting to confute 
it/' — ^Bailey's DiSiionary, 
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Gloffary. 



^CCrON, aaion, Tuit ax law. 

Jdmmifjnge, dinunifliing, lefTen- 

ing. 
Adrede, to dread. 

Agrjfi, to terrify, to disfigure, to be terrified. 

Jlgate, always. 

AUutetb, boweth down before. 

AUvit, biclow, low down, beimth. 

Amtnujjing, amenufe, to diminilh. 

Amplje, CO embrace, feize, partake of. 

Anentz (or anemfft), againft, contxrning, with 
refpea to. 

Antyed, mm away, avert. 

Afpelyn, to appeal, accule. 

Afptjrt (more commonly apajre), to impair, 
to became or make lefs or woHe, to decreaie. 

Arefi, flopped, prevented from proceeding fur- 
ther. 

Afiz.t (more commonly affhte), to dote upon, 
to feek affefUonacely. 

AJiitylb, aflkileih. 

Aftatitx, eflztcs, digniliei. 

Auterer, a pcrlbn who Itands or miniflen at 

Ayenfeing, denying, gaiidaying. 

Bajine, clad, clothed, adorned. 

Bilapftd, wrapped up, enveloped. 

Biwemyd, renifed. 

Bate, help, remedy, means of fatvation. 

5«tt'i(ii/( commonly ieaitd, from iaukt, to waOi 

clothea; rab.apailj.purified by means of water. 
Brtike, wild traft of country. 
Brjfe, to bniife. 
Bujkytb, to bulk, to go ; to array, prepare, 

make ready. 



Bybelt, promised, didft vow. 

Bjbele, to vow, promife. 

Byleue (more commonly Hlive), ftith, belief. 

BjTeutn, bereaved. 

ByJeHtf m-jiAi ; look about me. 

Bywernyd, forbidden, refilled. 

Carejn (oftencr written caraing, from which 

carrion), a dead body, a carcafe. 
Cafie, plot, devife, 
Caatel, a cunning irick. 
CauyUacian, cavilling, difpuce. 
Cbere, countenance, behaviour, i 
Cbefe, to chofc, 
Chtbti, claws, talons. 
Commjner, a partaker, fharer, o 
Compel ifter, calculator, reckoner. 
CeinK, to know ; to be able. 
Canityng, learning, knowledge. 
Ctfttyed, coaftcd, kept along fide of, approached. 
Caurs, running, halle, eagcrnefs. 
Cry den, cried. 

Deieae, deacon. 

De/e, circumlUnce, time, way. 

Derwortby, precioufly, clolely. 

Dtele, dole, grief, forrow. 

Dyapente, dyapafin, dyetejferen, terms nftd to 

the Hops in organ playing — a fifth, the whole 

fwell and a fourth. 
Dygbt, difpofed, decked out, prepared. 
Dykerly. thick. 
Dyfelaundrynge, llandering. 
Dyte, ditty. 

E/te, efi, again ; alio foon, fpecdily. 



